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PREFACE 


Raja Rammohun Roy, the Father of Moderii 
India, died at Bristol on 27th September 1833* 
The Centenary of his death was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm throughout India and in certain 
parts of Europe and America on various dates 
from September 1933 to April 1934* A Central 
Celebration Committee which was formed in 
Calcutta in February 1933 celebrated the event 
during the Christmas Week of that year. 

The present Volume is a reprint from the 
Indian Messenger of the reports of all celebra- 
tions except those held by the Calcutta 
Committee, We are thankful to the Indian 
Messenger, which not only opened its columns 
to these reports, often freely exceeding the limits 
of its ordinary accommodation to make room for 
them, but also gave the Centenary Committee all 
possible facilities for the reprint ot these reports 
in a book form. 

In this Volume the Indian public will perhaps 
note with pride the great reverence with which 
the name of Rammohun Roy is cherished alike 
in the East and the West. Some of the utter- 
ances of the most eminent thinkers of India and 
the West on the life and work of the great Raja 
on the occasion of his Centenary will be found 
here, 

A complete Report of the Central Celebrations 
held in Calcutta in December 1933 is also being 
prepared. 


Office of the ^ 

Rammohun Roy Centenary 

210-6 Cornwallis Street, 
Calcutta. 

16th Aprils 1934. j 


Satis Chandra 

Chakravarti. 
Joint Secretary^ 
Rammohun Roy 
Centenary Committee. 
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REPORTS OF 


RAMMOHUN ROY CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Calcutta, Rammohun Library — The twenty- 
seventh of September 1933 which is the actual 
date of the Centenary of the death of Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy. was observed in Calcutta in the 
Rammohun Roy Library Hall under the joint 
auspices of the three sections of the Brahmo 
Samaj and the Rammohun Roy Library Com- 
mittee, 

In the morning at 9 a.m. there was ‘kirtan' 
sung by Sjt. Bhabasindhu Datta, followed by 
Divine Service conducted by Sjts. Sures Ch. 
Sankhya-Vedanta-Tirtha. Benimadhab Das. and 
Krishna Kumar Mitra. The Service was well 
attended. 

At 6-30 p.m, a memorial meeting was held. 
The Hall was filled to its utmost capacity. Ladies 
mustered strong, and composed at least half of the 
audience. 

The proceedings commenced with ‘sankirtans* 
sung by Dr. Sundari Mohan Das and Sjt. 
Manik Lai De, Sir P. C. Ray, the President- 
elect of the evening, asked Sjt. Satis Chandra 
Chakravarti to read the Universal Prayer which 
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had been specially composed for the occasion by 
Pandit Sitanath Tattvabhushan. Printed copies 
of the prayer in Bengali and English had been 
distributed among the audience. The Bengali 
version was read out. 

This is the text of the prayer in English : — 

SupreJme Spirit, Creator. Preserver, and 
Support of the universe ! Thou dwellest in our 
souls. Though Thou pervadest all space and all 
time, yet Thou art one, indivisible and infinite, 
Thou knowest all that passes in our inmost 
hearts, and Thou control lest them. Thou knowest 
all, and art the ruler of all ; Thou art our loving 
and benevolent Father. Thou didst send down 
amongst us, in Thine infinite mercy, Rammohun 
Roy, our elder brother, to help us on the path 
of our supreme good. It was his endeavour to 
bring Hindus, Christians, Muslims, and all 
religious communities before Thy presence, and 
to unite them all in spiritual worship of Thee, 
and to bind them all in the ties of mutual 
love and respect. Unmeasured were his labours 
for eradicating all evil customs and superstitions, 
and establishing our national life on the found- 
ations of sound knowledge, all-embracing love 
and unblemished character. Unsparing were 
his efforts to deliver Thy daughters in India 
from the manifold oppressions to which they 
were subject, and to restore to them all rights 
bestowed on them by Thee. Unbounded was 
the sympathy of his heart, which knew no 
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geographical limits, and which grieved at the 
woes^ and rejoiced at the welfare of people of 
all climes and nationalities. He it was who 
under Thy providence, first realised and enun- 
ciated the fundamental unity of all the diverse 
religious dispensations through which the hearts 
of Thy children have sought Thee throughout 
the ages ; and thus laid the foundation of the 
science of comparative religion which is making 
that fundamental unity more and more manifest 
as years roll on. For the manifold blessings 
that Thou hast vouchsafed unto us through Thy 
noble son, our hearts are filled with gratitude, 
and we humbly bow down to Thee in thankful- 
ness and reverence. May the noble aspirations of 
that great soul receive their fulfilment in heaven, 
and may he remain devoted, through all eternity, 
to Thy worship and service, in the company 
of blessed souls. And may his sacred memory 
and the lofty ideals to which he consecrated his 
energies, live among us and inspire us in our 
endeavours after perfection, national and indivi- 
dual. In the hope that by thus assembling 
together at Thy feet and pouring our hearts 
together to Thee in prayer, we shall learn better 
to realise our national unity, we, Thy children 
thus united, bow down to Thee again and again. 

Sir P. C. Ray in his opening speech mentioned 
the fact that the Centenary of Raja Rammohun 
Roy's death would be celebrated in a fitting 
manner during Christmas, but it was very correct-' 
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ly decided by the organisers of this meeting that 
the present occasion should also not be passed 
over* He referred to the multifarious activities of 
the Raja, laying stress on his thirst for knowledge 
and for truth, his zeal in the propagation of truth 
among his fellowmen, and his unceasing efforts 
for the uplift of his countrymen in every sphere of 
their lives* He related how Rammohun. not 
being satisfied with the Bible in translation, 
determined to study the book in original, to do 
which he had to learn two alien tongues, Hebrew 
and Greek, how after reaching the prime of life 
without any considerable knowledge of English 
he took to its study, and what a vast amount of 
success he attained. He referred to several stages 
in the life of the Raja accounting for various 
traits in his character* 

Sjt. Hemendra Prasad Ghosh who was the 
first speaker called by the chair, said that it was 
in the fitness of things that the Centenary of the 
death of Rammohun should fall on the Virashtami 
day, for the Raja was essentially a great warrior, 
whose spirit must also be infused into future 
generations, if Bengal is to maintain her front 
position among the provinces of India. The Raja 
has been called the Father of Modern India, and 
there is not a single progressive movement of the 
present times, the sources of which do not go back 
to the efforts put forth by the Raja in his own 
time. 

Principal J* R. Banerjea said that the funda- 
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Biental and central fact of the Raja’s life was 
^seeking and following the truth. It was the spirit 
of a^ seeker after truth which led him to study the 
scriptures of so many religions in the original, 
and not to be satisfied with mere translations. 
Monier-Williams has called the Raja the Father 
of Comparative Religion, and without entering 
into the controversy that has arisen round his 
statement, the speaker whole-heartedly admired 
the ardent love of Truth that led the Raja to a 
thorough and critical study of the historical reli- 
gions of the world. One other aspect of the 
Raja that the speaker emphasised was the purity 
and nobility of his life. There is no charm in 
any human possession, nay, in any mundane object 
whatever, that may bear comparison to the 
beauty and the charm of a pure and noble life : 
and such was the life of Rammohun. 

At this stage Sir P. C. Ray vacated the chair, 
apologising to the meeting that his physical infirm- 
ities should compel him to do so in order that he 
might take his constitutional. He asked Sreejut 
Krishna Kumar Mitra to take the chair for the 
xemaining part of the meeting, humorously remark- 
ing that though Sjt. Mitra was ten years older 
than himself, so far as the calculation of age went, 
he was really ten years younger in health and 
vigour. 

Sjt. Kshitimohan Sen then addressed the meet- 
ing and said that the opposition offered by the 
world to a really Living Man, when he appears 
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on its Stage, is nothing strange. A saintly poet irt 
Hindi has compared this opposition to the simult- 
aneous barking of the watch-dogs of a village, 
whenever a Man enters the village by night. In 
fact it is this clamour, this opposition, which draws 
the attention of the world to the fact that a Man 
has appeared. Our people are slow to recognise 
history wh*en it is actually being enacted before 
them. It is said that the crocodile does not begin 
to eat until its prey has been reduced to a rotting 
carcass. It is deplorable if that is the mentality 
of a people towards its national heroes. A century 
has elapsed after the death of Raja Rammohun 
Roy, and it can truly be said that it is only now 
that we have “begun” to know him. Continuing, 
the speaker remarked that there is nothing sudden 
in history. It is a mistake to suppose that Ram- 
mohun came into the arena of Indian history all 
of a sudden. He really comes as the last link of a 
long chain of religious teachers, — a chain unbroken 
from the days of Kabir and Nanak to his own. 
The speaker referred to Dhedh Raj, a contem- 
porary of the Raja, who lived and preached in the 
United Provinces. His message was almost iden- 
tical with that of the Raja's, viz., non-idolatrous 
worship of one God, obliteration of caste distinc- 
tions, etc. 

Kshitimohun Babu mentioned further that 
Rammohun Roy was the Father, not only of 
Bengali Prose, but of Hindi Prose as well. He 
himself had seen in his younger days a copy of 
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Rammohun Roy’s Hindi version of one of the 
Upanishads; but that book is not to be found in his 
Worics now extant. Rammohun Roy’s Hindi Prose 
was a marvel of lucid and dignified style, as his 
friend Pandit Karuna Shankar Kuverji Bhatta, the 
next speaker, would explain more clearly to the 
audience. 

Kshitimohan Babu was followed By Pandit 
Karuna Shankar Kuverji Bhatta of Gujerat, wha 
spoke in Hindi, saying that coming to the Cente- 
nary of Raja Rammohun’s death was to him like 
coming to a Tirtha ; and he had started for 
Calcutta in the spirit of a pilgrim. The homage 
paid to the Raja by his Bengali admirers was like 
a libation of Ganges water, to which he was eager 
to mingle his homage, which was as a libation of 
the water of the Narmada, sacred to his province. 
The Pandit then spoke eulogistically of the many- 
sided greatness of the Raja, referring also to the 
beautiful Hindi he wrote. 

Babu Jay Kali Datta, m. a., b. l. of Ranchi was 
the next speaker. He wished that the country 
had with earnestness and reality followed in the 
footsteps of the Raja. He deplored that a spurious 
type of idol-worship, without that deep ‘Bhakti’ 
which filled the hearts of our forefathers, was 
apparently becoming more and more prevalent in 
the land. The movement for the uplift of the 
Harijans is not gaining ground in spite of the fact 
that a new Mahatma of a new century, with his 
tremendous sincerity and earnestness, is at the 
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back of it The real advancement of India would 
come only when Indians would be imbued with the 
spirit of truth and earnestness which characterised 
Rammohun Roy. 

Sjt. Krishna Kumar Mitra in his concluding 
speech emphasised the political and social activities 
of the Raja. His love of freedom and his earnest 
endeavours for his country’s advancement have 
inspired the Indian patriots and philanthropists of 
one century ; may they inspire us all in the duties 
before us in the next century ! 

Darjeeling. — The Darjeeling Brahmo Samaj 
celebrated with due solemnity the Ram Mohun 
Roy Centenary on Wednesday the 27th Septem- 
ber. A meeting was held in the evening at the 
Samaj Mandir, and there was a respectable 
gathering of ladies and gentlemen. 

The function began with a hymn sung by Miss 
Sarkar followed by a prayer offered by Rai 
Bahadur S. C. Das of Darjeeling Municipality. 
The meeting was presided over by Mr. Justice 
J. R. Das of Rangoon. 

Mrs. Hemalata Sarkar addressed the meeting 
in Bengali on the activities of the Raja at various 
stages of his eventful life as a social, political and 
religious reformer. . 

Mr. B. Bhattacharji, Head Master of the 
local Zilla School, spoke next, and was followed 
by Dr. Saroj Das who described the Raja as a 
Representative man in Emerson’s sense. When 
truth hardens into tradition, such are the people 
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sent out on the mission of resurrecting life, 
giving a message of truth from the grave of the. 
past/ 

Proceeding, Dr. Das said, in attempting a com- 
plete assessment of Ram Mohun’s greatness, one 
was simply baffled in the endeavour of a compart- 
mental analysis of his myriad-minded interests. 
The key-note of his greatness seemed to lie in his 
irrepressible passion for freedom, not freedom of 
action merely, but freedom of the mind, which is 
far more comprehensive and radical. That was 
the acknowledged fountain head of his inspiration 
for all reforms, juristic, political, social or religi- 
ous. 

Dr. Das observed that the Centenary provided 
an occasion for heart-searching and self-criticism. 
It was up to the Brahmo Samaj of which Ram 
Mohun was the reputed founder, to see that 
all its measures of reform and progress were 
attuned to the key of the famous Trust Deed of 
the Samaj drafted by the Raja. 

Mr. A Nandy, Assistant Head Master, who 
spoke next, said that Ram Mohun was a standard- 
bearer of that truth in reference to which the 
gospel of St. John had with a prophetic touch laid 
down : — "'And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make ye free/' 

Prof. P. C. Mahalanobis spoke on the Raja's 
conception of the medium of instruction for the 
children of the soil. Referring to a letter written 
by the Raja to Prince Dwarkanath Tagore, the 
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Speaker said that Ram Mohun had a predilection; 
no’ doubt, for the scientific method and wide out- 
look of the West, but insisted nevertheless oh the 
adoption of the vernacular as the medium of ins- 
truction. With a prophetic insight Ram Mohun 
saw into the utter futility of the misdirected en- 
thusiasm# for western culture, and with unerring 
precision laid the foundation of the ideal of New 
Learning, a cultural renaissance in the Orient, 
which was to develop by mutual contact, and not 
by importation . — United Press, 

Cuttack. — Raja Ram Mohun Roy’s Centenary 
was held in the local Brahmo Samaj Hall in a very 
nice manner. About four hundred distinguished 
gentlemen of Cuttack were present. The function 
opened with a prayer recited by Sj. Vishwanath 
Kar. the Minister of the Samaj. Rev. C. F. 
Andrews delivered a very inspiring lecture, in 
course of which he said that he had decided 
wherever he might be. to be present at the Cente- 
nary Service, in order to pay his tribute to the 
memory of the ’’greatest religious genius of the 
19th century.” Raja Ram Mohun Roy. If he 
would have been in England, he would have joined 
in the pilgrimage to Arno’s Vale. Clifton. Bristol, 
where a Memorial had been raised upon the 
mortal remains of the noble Bengali reformer, 
who had done so much to bring East and West 
together. At the back of all. Raja Ram Mofaun's 
life-long endeavour was this one thought of 
recreating human brotherhood and unity bn a 
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religious basis, by rediscovering the harmony and 
unity of all the religious striving of all mankind. 
During the 100 years that have elapsed since he 
thus stood out as a pioneer, the tide of human 
progress has swayed backwards and forwards. 
In the year 1833 in which Raja Ram Mohun Roy 
died, slavery had been abolished and • political 
equality had been promised under the Reform Acts. 
Though he passed his last days in England under 
conditions of very great physical suffering, he 
was cheered by the prospect of a new dawn of 
human freedom. No greater intellectual forces 
were present in the world in the early part of the 
19th century than Goethe in the West and Raja 
Ram Mohun Roy in the East ." — Amtita Bazar 
Patrika. 

Mr. C. F. Andrews, speaking at the Cuttack 
Brahmo Samaj Mandir at the Ram Mohun Roy 
centenary meeting stated that Ram Mohun Roy 
was the greatest Indian genius of religious unifica- 
tion in the 19th century. He was the pioneer of 
the whole world movement towards mutual under- 
standing between the East and the West, dedi- 
cating his life in the cause of humanity in order to 
lay the foundation stone of human brotherhood 
on a true religious basis. His greatness would 
not be fully recognised till many centuries had 
passed away, and the unity for which he devoted 
himself, body, soul and spirit, had beeh achieved. 

•^Leader (Allahabad) L Oct. 

Nagpur. — The centenary of the death of Raja 
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Rammohun Roy, the pioneer o£ Modern India 
was celebrated at a public meeting held in the 
Morris College Hall, Nagpur, on WedncsdaV the 
27th September. Mr. Bhawani Sankar Niyogi, m.a. 
LL.M., Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur University, 
^nd Additional Judicial Commissioner, presided. 
Mr. C.^B. Parekh, Mr. Nisar Ali, Miss Avi 
Jehangir Cama, Pleader, and Miss Vimala Mohini 
spoke on the qualities of head and heart and the 
great work of Raja Rammohun Roy. 

Mr. S. Ramarathnam, Nagpur Organiser of 
’Centenary Celebrations, distributed a pamphlet 
on his life and mission. — Advance. 

A meeting was also held in Congress-Nagar, 
where Prof. N. K. Behere m.a., b.sc., l.t., presided. 
Several poems were recited and speeches deli- 
vered by young enthusiasts about the multisided 
activities of the Great Raja. The learned Presi- 
dent said in his concluding address that the his- 
tory of Modern India begins with Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy. The Raja can well be compared to 
a gigantic light-house tower illuminating both 
-Ancient India and the India of to-day, and 
serving as a beacon-light to all ships and their 
noble captains. The Raja was not only an intel- 
lectual giant, but he was a farsighted politician 
and a lover of liberty, He was a great social and 
religious reformer, and yet a staunch Hindoo, a 
versatile Pandit and yet the prophet of Universal 
Brotherhood. He ardently loved India, was proud 
•of her glorious past traditions and wished her to 
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be rejuvenated. He was both a practical worker 
and a saint. 

Banaripara. — The village of Banaripara (Barisal)- 
was full of life and joy on the 1st October, 1933 
to celebrate the Centenary of Rammohun Roy, 
the maker of Modern India. On prominent places 
on both sides of the main streets hung posters in 
big red letters telling the villagers the programme 
of the ceremony. The two libraries and the 
Rajnath Amritalal Hall, where the celebrations 
took place, were beautifully decorated with plan- 
tain trees, leaves, flowers, and so on. On the main 
gate of the Public Library were seen the words — 
*‘}ayatu Rammohun”. Here at 9 A.M., Prof. 
Nripeshchandra Guha Thakurta read texts from 
the Vedas, Upanishads, Gita and Rammohun's 
religious books. The learned professor proved 
from the Sastras that there was nothing non- 
Hindoo in the teachings of the Raja. In the 
afternoon Prof. Devaprasad Ghosh unveiled the 
portrait of the Raja at the Rajnath Amrital Hall. 
In the evening under his presidency a huge 
meeting was held at the Hall. Sj. Karuna 
Mukherjee read letters of good wishes from the 
Poet Rabindranath, Principal Satis Chatterjee, Sj. 
Saratchandra Guha, Chairman, Barisal Muni- 
cipality. and many others. Sj. Kesabchandra 
Banerjce, Ananta Sikdar, Ashutosh Das, Karuna- 
bandhu Mukherjee and many others addressed 
the meeting, dealing with the life and activities of 
Rammohun. Then the President delivered a long 
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and learned speech, in course of which he said that 
Rammohun was not only the greatest man of 
India, but he was the greatest man of the v/Orld. 
The meeting terminated late at night. 

Feni, — At the instance of Babu Krishnakishore 
Datta, B.L., and Khan Saheb Maulavi Abdul 
Khaleque ill., members of the local Bar. and 
Babu Tarit Mohan Gupta, Asst. Manager, 
Tippera Raj. a public meeting was held on Thurs- 
day, the Hth September last, in the Feni College 
Hall to celebrate the Centenary of Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy. Khan Bahadur Maulavi S. M. 
Hossain. s. d. o., presided. There was a large 
audience. The College Students, under the 
guidance of Prof. P. N. Sarkar, m. a., joined in 
the celebration enthusiastically. The spacious 
College hall was decorated with green leaves and 
flowers. A portrait of the Raja was garlanded, 
and placed on the dais. The proceedings com- 
menced with a hymn sung by a college student. 
Then another college student read a poem in 
Bengali composed by him eulogizing the great- 
ness of the Raja. It created a deep impression 
in the minds of the audience. Then Mr. A. C. 
Rakshit, M.A., Principal of College, delivered 
an interesting speech in English, He said that 
Raja Rammohun Roy was the pioneer of all 
reforms in modern India, and described the 
present age as the 'Rammohun Roy Age.* Prof. 
Maulavi Abdus Salam, M.A., then read a paper 
in Bengali. It was very interesting and from it 
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the audience could understand how the religious 
reform of the Raja is looked upon by an edu- 
cated Moslem youth, Prof. Salam said that the 
number of Brahmos could not be ascertained 
from the Census figures, and that there were more 
Brahmos outside the Brahmo Samaj than in it. 
According to his view the Moslem also could be 
included among the Brahmos. Last of all, Mr. 
Amalendu Gupta. B.Sc., read a paper in Bengali 
dealing with the various aspects of the Raja’s 
life, He said that the Religion preached and 
practised by the Raja was a universal religion, 
and that it was founded on the faith in the 
Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man. 
With a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting 
dispersed late in the evening, 

Lahore.— Striking and eloquent tributes were 
paid to Raja Ram Mohun Roy, the illustrious 
founder of the Brahmo Samaj and the “Father of 
Modern India,” to-night (27th September) at a 
largely attended public meeting held in the 
Punjab Brahmo Samaj Mandir, Anarkali, to cele- 
brate the centenary of the death of the great 
religious and social reformer. Raja Narendranath, 
M.L.C,, was in the chair. 

Raja Narendranath in his opening speech paid 
a glowing tribute to the memory of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy. During the Muslim rule in India, 
he said, a number of religious reformers and 
revivalists had appeared. The first of these was 
Guru Nanak. Then came Chaitanya in Bengal. 
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Gutu Govind Singh followed. But with the advent 
of British Rule in Itiidia, the foremost religious 
refor|nier who took birth in India was Rammohun 
Rdy. The Raja was a great religious reformer, 
who read the tlpanishads with great care, and in 
them he found a wealth of spiritual knowledge, 
which, be also tried to re-import to the people of 
India by means of his translations of the Vedanta. 
The great achievement of Raja Rammohun Roy 
was that he was able to secure social and political 
reform side by side with religious reform. Now-a- 
days a feeling was prevalent amongst a consider- 
able section of the people that religion had been 
the great bane of India, and that it had been the 
cause of political subjugation, Rammohun Roy 
conclusively demonstrate^ that social and religious 
reform was the very foundation of political ad- 
vancement. The Raja used to tell the people 
that at least for the sake of freedom for India 
they should cultivate the spirit of true brotherhood 
and do away with the caste prejudices, which 
divified the orthodox Hindus into so many water- 
tight compartments. 

Raja Narendranath thought that in order to* 
celebrate the centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy 
in a befitting manner the people should emulate 
the example of the great Raja and live up to his: 
idei^ls. and lead India forward on the path chalked 
out lay the great patriot and saint. 

t}r. Naj|d Lai said Raja Rammohun Roy wasi 
a great social, political and religious reformer, and 
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a true friend of Indian wom^^. He was alAo 
a statesman of the first order. He laid the 
foundation of a universal religion in order tm bringj; 
about social unity amongst tbe peojple. The Rli|a:. 
was not only a reformer^ but ms love for learning 
was also great, and he was one of the outstanding 
scholars of his day. He showed great ceurage by 
establishing the Brahmo Samaj in India. 

Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni said that whenever he 
thought of Raja Rammohun Roy he found before 
his mind's eye the picture of a man who could be 
truly called the Architect of Modern India. Raja 
Rammohun Roy laid the foundation of a grand 
national edifice, which he broadbased on freedom 
and equality. That grand edifice had several 
storeys, but the whole sltucture stood on the rock 
of freedom,— “freedom for man, freedom for woman, 
freedom for the so-called untouchables. That was 
the real secret of Raja Rammohun Roy's life. If 
the people realised that secret, they would truly 
honour the memory of that pioneer of Indium 
regeneration. The people of India, perhaps! llad 
not been able to hold aloft the torch oi freedom 
handed to them by the Raja. They were not able 
to complete the edifice of which he had laid tilt 
foundation. That was their fault Und not thes^ 
fault of the great teacher. The Brahmo 
wn® th^ first society in India which had 
tehtly fought agalhst untouchability and social 
and sex inec|uality, A true Brahmo nSver tpletat^- 
td any kind of sociial oppifession* The ^ 
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lovei^ of human freedom. When the news 
ol thiB inauguration of^ self-government in ^aia 
Indie* he held a public dinner in Calcutta 
1ji#cclebrate die, event. Similarly, on his way to 
England, even tHhugh he was ill, be insisted 
^ going over to a French frigate to salute the 
Flag of the French Republic. The Raja’s politi- 
cal and religious outlook knew no bounds of race 
or clime. He had studied the scriptures of all 
religions, and had the 'highest respect for all of 
them, At the same time he had staunch faith in 
Hinduism. What he was exposed to was blind 
superstition and unreasoning prejudice. The 
great principle of the Brahmo Samaj and of its 
founder was the realisation of the true spirit of 
Brotherhood of Man. The Raja had well and 
truly laid the foundation of freedom in India, — 
social, religious and political,— and it was for the 
people of India to-day to realise the significance 
of that freedom. The speaker hoped that the 
people of Lahore would spread this message of 
Rs|%Rammohun Roy far and wide in the province, 
so that when the bigger centenary celebration was 
h^ld during the jnointh of December, the message 
^ the Raja might have reached every hamlet in 
Jte province.. 

«^,„Pdbdit Naisingh Lai said that Raja Rammohun 
to sa&git {mrsecution in order to grqsp,. 
gpi% hi* religious Wohing and social reform 
pckMlaies. Chat showed tlfot that. Beta had a 
gir«|ih hmat .msA oimm ^ 
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'*Fath€r of Modern ladis** in tho best sense oi the 
tejjin. 

PaSidit Pearay Mohan Dattatreya said. Prof. 
Ruchi Ram had already referred to the great 
national edifice, the foundation* of which Raja 
Rammohun Roy had laid* The Pandit said he 
would only deal with one wing of that edi|ce.~its 
political wing. Raja Rammohun Roy was a 
pioneer in journalism in India, and a staunch 
fighter for the freedom of the Press. The East 
India Company fully realisecf that autocracy and 
a free press could not go together. It was there-' 
fore ordained by Mr. Adam, the Acting Govcr- 
nor-Gencral, in 1826, that no one could conduct a 
newspaper without obtaining a licence from the 
Government, Raja Rammohun Roy carried on a 
a strong agitation against the Ordinance, and 
failed to get its repeal even though he appealed to 
the Supreme Court, the Court of Directors, and 
eventually the King in Council. At last, the great 
Raja closed down his own newspaper, *'Mirat^ul- 
Akhbar*', because he considered it a humiliation 4o 
apply for a licence^ Indian newspapers were now 
being conducted under conditions simila^ to those to 
>yhich the Raja refused to submit. ^ Vhe Raja alsi^ 
put up a strong fight against Mr* Wynnes Jury 
BUi which laid down that Britishers alone would 
try Britishers and Indians wtre tio be ejKcluded^ 
Irnm » empanelled for the iilal of a Euro|^n* 
The Raja opposed that natjonal dia^iminatlhn^ 
suiiit afain^ ftlikti The matter* ft one form or 
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another^ continued to agitate the minds of Indian 
leaders, and it was only a few years ago that, 
after a century’s agitation, the Criminal Procedure 
Code was suitably amended. Concluding, the 
speaker referred to Raja Rammohun Roy’s politi- 
cal work in England in the years 1831 and 1832. 
The Ra|^, he said, was the first representative of 
the people of India yho went to Britain to demand 
justice for them. Among other things, he demands 
ed that the Press should be free, Indians should be 
employed in the higher services, more /noney 
should be spent on education, the judicial and 
executive services should be separated, and the 
tenantry should be protected from the oppression 
of Zamindars. The speaker thought that the 
demands made by Raja Rammohun Roy a cen- 
tury ago still remained unfulfilled. The political 
wing of the edifice was still incomplete. 

Pandit Chanan Ram said, Raja Rammohun 
Roy was a great religious teacher, who raised the 
name of India in the estimation of the world. . He 
made a comparative study of the different religions 
of the worfi|f and thereafter foppded a universal 
religion for Unity of human |;md. The speaker 
|ield Raja Riams^hun Roy in the highest regard^ . 
and had taken a ij^pw to learn ten languages, as 
the great Raja liad doi^. Up to the present day 
tke speaker halt! learnt seveil languages, aiid he 
|iope4 tb learn thi remaining; three languages in 
order to make a comparative study of the religions 
of the world, He hoped that the Indian peoples 
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would become cosmopolitan in their mental and 
spiritjLial butlook like Raja Rammohun Roy, and 
try to understand the cultures of one another* 

Pr* K, C. Chaudhari» in the course of a brief 
speech, said that Raja RAmmohun Roy was the 
real founder of Comparative Religion. The 
speaker always found a thrill in the works of the 
Raja, He thought the Raja was the foremost 
feligious and social leader of his day, and his life 
was worthy of emulation by them. 

Rai sahib Lala Raghunath Sahai, the General 
Secretary of the Centenary Celebration Com- 
mittee. thanked the speakers oh behalf of the 
Brahmo Samaj for their illuminating addresses. 
He hoped the people would derive the fullest 
benefit from the life story of such a great religious 
teacher. He said that Centenary Celebrations 
would be held in Lahore in December, the present 
meeting being only a preliminary to them. He 
appealed to the people of the Punjab to make the 
Centenary Celebration a sucesss worthy of the 
Province . — The Jribune, 30th Sept., 033. 

Rangoon. — Attempts are bfeing ma^ in Rangoon 
to celebrate the ^C^ntenary of tlj^ d^ath of Raja 
Rammohun Roy in a befitting mariner. The Rangoon 
Brahmo Samaj has taken the leg^^ the matter, ai|| 
-a Committee has been formed^^l^^ of the 

members of the Executive Commidee of the Rangoon 
Btahmo Saniai and representafit^tes of the various 
“Other religious bodies or associations of the locality. 

The strength of the com* 
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4^ioa, Justice 6. N. S^iPresiSeft^,^ 
U Ba Oto, IJ Kfain Maiing, Dt. J. 

A* Cmiiifath Messrs. P. S. Moses (F. M, €• A. 
Smi>n Brcmch), D. A. AiikleSarta VThtosophical 
$pciety)i S* A» B* TayaM (MustM), Dr, Anup Sitjgh 
(S/M), Dr* Garudutt Swtim (Arya Sumuj), Swami 
PunyaiHaida {RamakriMina Mission) ^ Mrs. J. 
Mukerjea, Mrs. P. Basak, Mrs. 8. Mazutndar, 
Messrs P. C. Chakravarti, K. C. Niyogi, M. 
Mukerjea, K. K. Boy, D. Chakravarti, S. Rudra, 
G. Chakravarti, B. K. Basak, {Secr 0 tary\ H.. 
Talukdar, { Ji. Secretary % 

The mam Celebrations will take place in Decem- 
ber. As an inaugural measure, a Public Meeting 
was held in the Prayer Hall of the Rangoon Brahmo 
Samaj OB the 27th Sept. 1933. The Hall was 
filled to its extreme capacity in spite of various, 
other counter attractions on that evening. Hon. Mr. 
Justice Mya Bu occupied the chair, and Mr. D. A. 
Anklesaria, B.A., IX.B., Dr. M. Rauf, B.A., LX..D., 
Bar-^at-law, and Mrs. S. Mazumdar, b. a., addressed 
the meetingf and dealt with different aspects of the 
Raja'S life l^and woik. Mr. Anklesaria dealt with 
the various formative influences which helped the 
process of ev©l!i|ion of Raja’s theistic doctrii^s,. 
while Ihr* special stress on the great 

.iin|l»tu» giten ,^,,/-i&uBite<diun to^i'the cause of an^ 
Ifenaissahoe. Mm. Maattmdar desortlied 
1^' .Biilish': .p«r*0d'.'-a»' iSm 'Age^ '.of ' 

Ja^ moie e ^ reli^us iif 

lie.^ ^i»lth .the social -iD«dorms.!of tbe^ 
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Irriftt Itose divecstei fto the 4atiif 

tjf SsifiiaEt^ mmsutiptkiim mifi ol 

§tatds women in Sindian sdnf'otiy* Tiie OltaiMilUiL 
in a few well-chosen wor^ described lim SSafilt m 
the most prominent in the sphere of iftter- 

niftrofml culture et limt l^me. The tueeting began 
and closed with the shi^g of hymhs^ ^ 

Among other items of worlc that the OeMiratiOn 
Committee intend to organise ate included am 
arrangement with different religious bodies to hold 
meetings at their own places and organise lectutte 
or short talks on the li6e and work of Raja feam- 
mohun, during October and November ; and the 
arrangement of a bigger Public Meeting in a central 
place in December. 

With a view to encourage the study of Eaja 
Rammohun Roy among the s/tudent population of 
Burma, the Celebration Committee have decided to 
hold an Essay competition and award priares to the 
writers of the best essays under different groups. 

Lomldn. — Indians in England and their Britisft 
friends have been celebrating the Centenary 6f the 
death of Raja Rammohun I|joy, the femons Hindu 
reformer. Following various functions iti London^ t 
large party made a pilgrimage on 27® September 
to his tomb at Bristol, where they iJere welcomed 
by the civic authorities., A ishort service was 
at the tomb, on which the visitors plaeed flowerl 
and wreaths. Afterwards they aittOntfed a «Svfc reeot^ 
tfou and luncheon at which die l^ortf Blasmt Of BWiWi 
paid tribute to Raja Bimnneiittnr Roy^# tbrtmilyv 
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He dwelt on his work to bring East and West into 
closer understanding and sympathy, and expressed the 
hope that his example would inspire people to-<Jky to 
strive for unity and co-operation. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali, replying on^ behalf of the 
Indians present, said that a bridge to join the peoples 
of Great Britain and Indiaifjjmust and would be built, 
^*We see signs all round”, he said, ‘‘that such a bridge 
is desired*” The Bishop of Malmesbury said he 
felt that every great nation could give a gift to civili- 
sation, and India’s gift was to remind them that life 
should be placed in its proper relation to eternity. 

The party then visited various places in Bristol 
associated with the name of Raja Rammohun Roy, 
including the house where he lived and died, and the 
chapel where he worshipped. 

Visitors were allowed to take as mementoes pieces 
of masonry which had been kept after the Raja’s 
tomb was renovated some years ago. 

The celebrations in London began with a soiree 
at Essex Hall. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra presided 
over a large attendance. He described Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy as one of the greatest Indians of modern 
times* He lived and died during a period of transition 
in Indian his|ory, when the greatness and grandeur of 
the Moghul Empire were departed, and India had not 
yet begun to feel the effects of the Pax Britannica* 
Sturdy independence of thought was one of his 
chief chajacteristics. He was the pioneer of every 
e^dvance which bad been made by the Hmdu comthu- 
l»itjr in the nineteenth century. 
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Mr. Yusuf Ali said that it was not ^ouJy 
•because he lived and died in England that it was 
aj^prdpriate for Indians and English together to 
"Calebrate the centenary of his death in this country. 
His generation saw the first efforts in cultural 
co-operation between Britain and India. The names 
of Raja Rammohun Rqy and David Hare were 
inseparably associated with the beginning of English 
education in Bengal The liberalised outlook of 
Hinduism could be traced to their joint efforts. 
The constitutional position of India was being 
examined anew by the British Parliament a century 
ago, and Raja Rammohun Roy was heard as a wit- 
ness by a Select Committee of the House of Com- 
mons. To-day Indians were not only being 
heard by a Joint Select Committee of both Houses 
of Parliament, but were being consulted as 
colleagues in evolving a new constitution for India. 
The co-operation of the British and Indians was 
never more necessary than it was to-day. Disas^ 
trous results would accrue from non-co-operation, 
not only to India but to Britain and the British 
Empire, Raja Rammohun Roy carried about him 
an atmosphere of peace and reconciliation. *‘lf 
we could revive that atmosphere in Wia to-day*’, 
said Mr. Ali, ‘‘half our difficulties would be solved.** 
In the BrahmO Samaj, the Society which he 
fpunded^.Hinduism was brought nearer to Islam and 
Ohristianily. , . . , , / 

Mr. Gadr^i speaking on behajf of the Bomtoy 
Eyarthana called Raja Ratmnohun Roy the 
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He dwelt on his worlf to bring East and West ^nto 
closer understanding and sympathy, and expressed the 
hope that his example would inspire people to-dhy to 
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Mr. A. Yusuf Ali, replying on^ behalf of the 
Indians present, said that a bridge to join the peoples 
of Great Britain and Indiax^ust and would be built, 
**We see signs all round’*, he said, “that such a bridge 
is desired.” The Bishop of Malmesbury said he 
felt that every great nation could give a gift to civili* 
sation, and India’s gift was to remind them that life 
should be placed in its proper relation to eternity. 

The party then visited various places in Bristol 
associated with the name of Raja Rammohun Roy, 
including the house where he lived and died, and the 
chapel where he worshipped. 

Visitors were allowed to take as mementoes pieces 
of masonry which had been kept after the Raja’s 
tomb was renovated some years ago. 

The celebrations in London began with a soiree 
at Essex Hall. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra presided 
over a large attendance. He described Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy as one of the greatest Indians of modern 
times. He^ived and died during a period of transition 
in Indian hislory, when the greatness and grandeur of 
the Moghul Empire were departed, and India had npt 
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Mx. Yusuf Ali said that it was not only 
because he lived and died in England that it was 
appropriate for Indians and English together tp 
celebrate the centenary of his death in this country* 
His generation saw the first efforts in cultural 
co-operation between Britain and India. The names 
of Raja Rammohun Rpy and David Hare were 
inseparably associated with the beginning of English 
education in Bengal The liberalised outlook of 
Hinduism could be traced to their joint efforts, 
The constitutional position of India was being 
examined anew by the British Parliament a century 
ago, and Raja Rammohun Roy was heard as a wit- 
ness by a Select Committee of the House of Com- 
mons. To-day Indians were not only being 
heard by a Joint Select Committee of both Houses 
of Parliament, but were being consulted as 
colleagues in evolving a new constitution for India. 
The co-operation of the British and Indians was 
never more necessary than it was to-day. Disas^ 
trous results would accrue from non-co-operation, 
not only to India but to Britain and the British 
Empire. Raja Rammohun Roy carried about him 
an atmosphere of peace and reconciliation. *‘If 
we could revive that atmosphere in Ipdia to-day”* 
said Mr. Ali, “half our difficulties would be solved.” 
In the Brahmo Samaj, the Society which he 
founded^ Hinduism was brought nearer to Islam and 
•^Christianity. 

Mr. J..C5, Gadwi speaking on behalf of the Bombay 
Pfarthana ijSmwj* called Baja Rammohun Roy 
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"l^fOphift of TSIod^ Mia”. Matty social atidteli- 
g'iotts reforms wHdh he inaugurated a century ago* 
were %eiog only Mlf-heartedly takfen up by present r 
day Indians, but as time advanced, the value of Ms 
lf!e and work would be better appredated. He was 
a !beacon light lor coming generations. 

Mr. SJohran Singh (Quaker) said that Tlaja Eam- 
mohun Roy was India’s first unofficial ambassador to* 
England. He came with a dual purpose ; first, to bring 
home to British minds that the day would come When 
India would demand her rightful place in the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, and secondly, to interpret 
by his words and actions the highest and best that 
the India of his ideals stood for. What is dividing 
us Indians today”, he added, ^is not the essentials 
for which every religion stands, but the non -essen trails 
which have grown up as the result of traditions, 
historical circumstances and priestcraft.” 

Sir Hassan Suhrawardy said that Raja Rammohun 
Roy was the first to advocate English education and 
the teaching cj| science in India. 

'Preaching a memorial service at the Unitarian 
Christian Church, Sir A.lbion Banerjee, representing 
the Brahmo Samaj, said that Raja Rammohtto Roy was 
born at a time when the majority of Indian people 
were steeped in ignorance and sttperstitipn. 
teaching of the Hindu scfiptutes had almost been 
foribtten, ah3 fbe r«fligi<m had ideftt- 

ttetated into all forms of idolatry, some of whibh w^ere 
crude and viilgar. It was /Raja Itammohun IteyV 
ii^iois aim ttOt only to rei^tore moro 
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tbe spiritelitr o£ the sraoieiit sag)^, bat to spmadit 
txtxe^ iidigioxi amoiig atl classes «>C men witbottt die* 
lincticin #f caste Ot sex. His life and trork served to 
show the paramount i^eed for consolidating Ibe 
Oational life of tiie pe(^ie cl IndtEi irrespective 
of caj^e, creed or religioO) for an unoamprommng 
spirit with which to fight corruption, falsehood^ and 
social and moral degeneration, and sd)ove all, for a 
strong and abiding faith in one Universal God* 

B<tzar Patrikd.) 

We add the following from a letter written by 
Master Bijaykrishna Aoharya, son of Dr. Pran 
Krishna Acharya of Calcutta : — 

We bad a motor journey to Bristol yesterday. 
On our special tickets were inscribed the words 
^'Baja Kammohun Roy Centenary Pilgrimage party/* 
The party consisted of about 20 persons, and was 
Organised by Mr. P. K. Dutt of the High Commis- 
sioner’s Office. Though a small party, it reflected 
the spirit of the Raja, and foreshadowed what 
future India will be. Besides the nrganiser, the 
following were prominent— (l) Mrl G. 8parhato, 
Unitarian minister, (2) Mr. Yusuf Alt, a Eberal 
Mahomedan, (3) Mr* Gadre of the Prarthana 3am!aj 
of Bombay, (4) Mr. Bam, a representative of the Arya 
fiamaj, (5) L-adjr Abbas Aii Balg, (the only lady in 
the paorty, who was a Mahomedan), (6) Dr. Praianta 
Gbose, i7 & $) Sttbitnal Boy and Buktnnar Bc^ (gittiid« 
atmt of l^ralashohandra lOev^ered ntonoryX Cd) 

Mmm ^randscm clJata Gwiiadbhitoa]^ Jtea),. 
KatitoakifteiiiBw isanisofi M Mi:* % 
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(11) myself, (the unworthy grandson of revered 
Kalinara^an Gupta), and some others. So ^ the 
Brahmo Samaj was fairly well represented by 
the third generation. Rev. Mr. Tudor Jones, 
minister of Bristol Unitarian Church, and the chief 
Constable of Bristol received us at the station, and 
we drove ^directly to the Arno's Vale Cemetery. 
We were photographed before the Mausoleum of 
the Raja. Rev. Mr, Jones conducted the Centenary 
service. The reception was followed by addresses 
in which both guests aind hosts dwel? upon fellow- 
ship between India and England. The addresses 
were followed by a Luncheon in the Grand Hotel, 
in which the Lord Bishop and the Lord Mayor 
joined. After lunch we were asked to subscribe 
our names in a register of the Cemetery. Among 
the previous writers we noticed such names as those 
of Keshub Chunder Sen, Pratap Chandra Moj:oomdar, 
Satyendrabath Tagore, Brajendranath Seal, Siva 
Nath Sastri, Bepinchandra Pal, and many others. 
I subscribed in Bengali 'srfBitr, 

I” 

Madras. — The Centenary of the death of 
■Raja Rammohun Roy was celebrated with great 
•enthusiasm on the 27th September and subse^. 
^quent days at Madras. The Southern India 
Brahmo Samaj took the lead, but the celebra^ 
tiions were conducted by a reptesentativc com- 
niitlee composed of people of all communities 
jsnd groups. The birthday of Sir Rv Venkata^ 
jcatham and the death anniversary of Pa»4it 
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Sivanath Sastri, ^hich fell on closely following 
dates, were all included in an utsavet which 
lasted for 8„days, on each of which the Samaj 
Mandir was beautifully illuminated. 

On the 27th September there was an usha^ 
kittan, followed by Divine Sjeivice in the Samaj 
Mandir at 8-30 a. m., conducted by Rao^ Bahadur 
M. Venkatappa. At 11 a. m, portraits of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, Devendranath Tagore, and 
Brahmarshi Sir R. Venkataratnam Naidu were 
unveiled amidst great by Mrs, Sarada 

Manjari Datta. 

In requesting Mrs, Datta to unveil the por- 
traits, Rao Bahadur M, Venkatappa said that 
they could better understand the great truths 
preached by their leaders if they had a real view 
of their earthly figures. Hence these portraits 
were being presented to the Mandir. Raja 
Rammohun Roy first preached the, universal 
religion. Devendranath Tagore settled the 
constitution of the Brahmo Samaj ; and Sir R. 
Venkataratnam was the greatest leader of the 
Samaj in this Presidency. 

Mrs. Datta paid a glowing tribute to Raja 
Rammohun Roy and Devendranath Tagore, 
who, she said, came into the world at a time 
when people were forgetting God, and they 
infused new life and light into those who were 
grovelling in darkness. The main cry of Devendra 
Nath was Knowledge, Contemplation of God 
apd Divine happiness,-*-Brahma^Jnana» Brehpia- 
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D)^ydna aad Bcahma'-'Ananda. Sir R« Venkata*' 
ratnam^^^kc speaker continued, was full of gentle*' 
ness, humility and love, and he was a great 
leader of the Brahmo Samaj in this Presidency, 
Mrs, Datta then unveiled the portraits^ and 
the function terminated with the singing of 
hymns. 

At nefcn there was a Priti-bhojan, At 4-30 
p, M. there was a Nagar-sankirtan* 

In the evening of the 27th there was a largely 
attended meeting in the Gokhale Hall, presided 
over by Sir P, Sivaswami Iyer ; and on the 29th 
another public meeting was organised by the 
Young Theists’ Union. The speeches made 
at these meetings aie thus summarised by the 
Madras Hindu : — 

Sir P. Sivaswami Iyer, who presided over 
the meeting of the 27th, said that Raja Ram- 
mohun was one of the earliest and finest pro- 
ducts cl the Renaissance movement in India, 
which owed its origin to the impact of Western 
thought and culture upon the mind of India. 
Great as was his work as the founder of the 
Brahmo Samaj, noble as was his attempt to find 
a common platform for different religions, high 
as was his endeavour to find the unity of all 
faiths, these, the Chairman said, were not his 
only aims or work in life. He set before him*' 
self the ideal of qnickeiitiYg the life of India m 
every department of national activity, lie 
^^bmmA wiilh cqpaiaaatduU^^ up sniajl 
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m^asum of mccem im the promatiAa oi apcisil 
jofofjQiv for the impccwement a£ the stutus ^ 
yijtomin^ for t^e promotion of education, for the 
aboUtion of cruel practices like 'Sail/ for tJm 
freedom of the Press, for administrative reforma, 
and for many another thing which would help 
to advance a nation in the worlds To the 
performance of all the various tasks he under^ 
took upon himself, — it was stated of him that *he 
undertook the work of six giants,* — he brought 
the highest qualifications. great scholarship, 
grit, mastery of many languages, and a com- 
mand of style and forceful presentation which 
elicited the admiration of Jeremy Bentham* 
Raja Rammohun Roy was free from all taint of 
sectarianism. 

It might be asked, the Chairman continued, 
if the influence of Brahmo Samaj which he 
established was as potent to^-day as before* It 
N seemed to him on a superficial view, — he claimed 
no intimate knowledge of the affairs of the 
Samaj, — that its influence at present was on the 
wane, and that the members of its church showed 
no tendency to increase* But this, he thougiht* 
was due to the lack of religious conviction 
noticeable all the world over. But whatever 
the strength of the Brahmo Samaj church and 
whatever its appeal to the educated classes, or 
to the masses^ the spirit which inspired its 
founder was one which should an inspiration 
ta all works, fae the goml aL this JKOumtry^aiid 
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its advRiicement. His love of lofty ideals, his 
high sitise of reSpons ibility. his sanity of outlook 
and the comprehensiveness of his vi^w of national 
life and national needs, were all qualities which 
every one must endeavour to acquire, and his 
life and example must ever remain a shining light 
to them^lL If there was one thing that sustained 
him in the service of the causes he espoused, 
it was his deep religious conviction and profound 
enthusiasm, — he would say, enlightened enthusi-^ 
asm. 

Sit Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar said that Raja 
Rammohun Roy was one of India’s greatest sons. 
His life illustrated one great truth in the history 
of tiindu thought and sociology, viz., that there 
was a unity of thought in Hindu religion and 
sentiment, and that all the great seers of India 
had derived inspiration for their good work from 
Vedic thought, whether that woik took the form^ 
of a revolt against particular kinds of ceremonials, 
or of an attempt to differentiate the true genius 
and the essence from the excrescences of Hindu'^ 
ism. The life of Rammohun Roy. he said, 
illustrated the falsity of the contention frequently 
put forth that Vedantic Hinduism was not a* 
dynamic solution for all the ills a society might 
suffer from, but merely a matter of doctrines and' 
dogmas intended for disputants. That was a 
lesson every Hindu nlust remember and treasure 
tip. It was well to remember the teachings ahet 
Ideals of Raidmohun Roy at the present time,.* 
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because recent European and Indian his|ttory 
sh<>wed that religion was on trial, and whether 
it survived in the struggle or not would depend 
very largely on whether it would dominate pr 
be subordinated to individual and national selfish-* 
ness. Perhaps in the solution of this problem. 
India might have a unique contribution to make. 
The very differences existing in this land might 
help to remedy the eviL The future of religion 
would be assured if only they would think in 
the true spirit of religion, for religion was the 
most powerful lever in bringing out the Divine 
that was in every man. 

Sir K. V, Reddi, speaking next, observed that 
Raja Rammohun Roy served India not merely as 
a social reformer, but as a politician and diplomat. 
His evidence before the Select Cjommittee of the 
British House of Commons would show that 
he was a great statesman. Many of the refprmjS 
he urged in the administration of India were yet 
to be carried out. But as a social reformer*^ hp 
was the greatest that India had so far produced. 
It Was unfortunate that even to-day there pould 
be found in India men who admired ^Sati* and 
expressed their a<imiration not before gatherings 
of Indians in India, but before the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee and a foreign nation^ 
India had perhaps more enemies than friends 
of her progress in En^land,^and the gentleman 
who admired ^Sati" there had given, peyhapa 
unwittingly* a great handle to the former* 

3 
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Dr* (Mrs,) S. MuthulaksHimi Reddy said that 
Raja Rammohun Roy was‘ more alive to-^ay 
than when he lived a hundred years ago. His 
ideals were governing all modern movements in 
India, whether for the spread of education, the 
removal of caste evils and untouchability, or the 
emancipation of women. The true measure of 
the strength of the Brahmo Samaj was to be 
found, not in the numbers professing allegiance to 
its church, but in the fact that it was the ideals 
of the Brahmo Samaj and of Rammohun Roy 
that tO'-day inspired every Hindu and Indian in 
in his national work. If Gandhiji, Tagore and 
Sarojlni Devi were working for the freedom of this 
land, and demanding equal rights for ail Indians, 
irrespective of Religion, caste or sex, the spirit 
working in theni^^Vas that of Rammohun Roy. 

She annfinced that an effort 'waf being made 
to collect funds to erect a statue or some other 
suitable memorial to the great Indian patriot, and 
appealed to every one of them to contribute his 
or her mite. 

Mr. Yakub Massail^^aid that Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy was the noblest fic^duct ol Hindus' 
tani culture, which 'was coming lnt^' 

contact of the Persian nnd cnltureSj HIs 

realised that God was one, w^teveb the name 
'He was known by. ©f the Brahmo Samaj he 
Had founded, any ^i^'^:||flild bfc n member, without 
■giving up his oin 4 jkng^us faith. It was a pity 
that the teaching* If ’Rawsttohun Roy, wljiich 
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-would enable all tbc communities of India to 

* ^ 

common a common plworm and work together* 
had not been broadcast as fully as they should 
be. If they had been so brciadcast, India, he said, 
would long ago have been a freer and happier 
nation, occupying a much higher place than she 
now did, 

Mr, P. Chenchiah said that Raja Rammohun 
Roy laid the foundations of Indian nationalism. 
He had seen that there could be no unity in 
India unless there was a reconciliation and 
idaton of the Hindu, Islamic and Christian 
cultures, and that such a fusion must be broad** 
based on the teachings of the three religions. — 
the philosophy of the Upanishads, the teachings 
of the Qoran, and the Sermon on the Mount, 
To-day they realised that the Raja's diagnosis of 
the disease, aad the cure he pres{^ribed|, were both 
accurate* For, were not all tha gtcat Indians who 
approached Indian problems with a view to solve 
them, doing so on thesejines ? 

Srimati AlameluiJStoigathayarammal said that 
Raja Rammohun Roy was the greatest friend 
of thft Indian masg^s dn^ Indian womanhood, 

H "fhe mcatfl||[ ^h!fen terminated with a vote of 
llihnk^ to tho chlSunan ^nd the other speakers, 

A second public meeting under the auspices of 
the YoUng Theists' Union, was held on 29th Sep- 
tember evening In the Brahn|b :1h^endir, Gcorge- 
towf f with Sir A* P\ jpatro |t| chair, where a 
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succession of Speakers paid glo>iving tributes to 
Raja Rammohun Roy’s Signal services t<^ the 
country* The proceedings commenced with a 
prayer* 

The Chairman said that Raja Rammohun 
.was a rgessenger of God, and worked incessantly 
in various directions to improve the condition 
of society on a true religious basis. When Raja 
Rammohun Roy began his work the condition of 
society in Bengal and elsewhere was very back-^ 
ward in many respects. He was a great reli-- 
gious reformer, and strove hard to establish 
the monotheistic form of worship and prayer. 
He studied all the great religions of the world, 
and preached to his contemporaries to have an 
abiding faith in prayer and personal worship. 
He was not Only a man of religion but also a 
man of his«s£imes* His activities e: 3 ytended to the 
sodal an4 political fields. Thti^^peeds that he 
tried to plant in his days in those fields wetC 
now growing steadily and gradually. He 
foresaw the improvemerits' necessary for the 
uplift of his brethren. He pointed out that edu- 
oation should be the basis foj||j ^ ^11 sorts of 
provement of the people, and hard to faring 

to |he notice of the Governn^nt that educatidii 
should be their first and foremost contCrn in the 
administration of country. He contended 
that a GoverameOttfoj*^^ “O* ^»st long if it Was 
not worked wlth.tljie consent ^ of »!the jieople. He 
understood the 'a^til^l of the people, and 
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impressed 6n Government; ^nd the people 
ivhat steps were necessary to fulfil those needs* 
He ifever feared nor faltered in his measures of 
reform* His advocacy for the^ cause of the uplift 
of women and for responsible self-^goveinment 
was now finding an echo in the women's move- 
ment and in the political struggle for fre^om. If 
the cause of women's movement was to succeed, 
the women of India would do well to follow in 
the footsteps of this great reformer. 

Miss V* Parvati said that Raja Rfimmohun 
Roy inaugurated the modern age in India. He 
belonged to the lineage of the great seers of 
India, and he exerted a great influence on every 
department of national activity. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Wahab Bukhari laid stress 
on Raja Rammohun Roy's ideal of religion. The 
speaker pointed out that no true Mussalmap 
would have cause to find fault with the teachings 
this great propllfet. He was against ritualism in 
all religions, and his religious message was uni-' 
versal, and embraced the essence of all religions, 
Besides being a great religious reformer. Raja 
Rammohun Roy was the pioneer of educational 
refoifm and scientific research in India. sto^d 
up for the principles of freedom of the pr^ss, and 
^of free thought, arid brought home to the (5|ovficii^ 
ment that U ought to trust the people in currying 
on the administration of tsfae country. Many of 
•the things which they were now working for. the 
:great ifefotmer Hforeaaw 4n his day. In fact, 
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what Sir Syed was to R4ussalnians, Raja 

Rammohun Roy was to Hindus. If Hindus and 
Mussalmans understood the life and work of 
these great reformers, and acted up to their 
ideals, India would be happier and far more 
prosperous than it could otherwise be. 

Mr. Solomon emphasised the point that 
Raja Rammohun Roy conceived religion as an 
essential quest for truth, and preached to the 
people that one's religious beliefs would be of 
no value if he did not see that his religion 
was related to life. The great reformer stood 
to-day as a perpetual reminder of this ideal 
to the people. 

Mr. C. Alavandar Chetti spoke on the 
life and work of Raja Rammohun Roy. and 
pointed out that he stood as a link between the 
past and present India, and had paved the way 
for the attainment of India's ideals 

Mr. S. S. Rajagopalan dre'^l^ attention to 
the many-^slded activities of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. and said that he was a sign-post to the 
future of India in many ways. He was a 
plt>phet of the new age, and if his message was 
iitcrpifeted in terms of present^ values. Indians 
w| || IArj|ud a solution to many of the problems- 
wiJn imfch they were confronted, and wbuld be^ 
able to develop the country's progress on right 
and national lines. an<Jfnot in a spirit of imitation! 
of the West* 

Mr. Kamalanadhati spoke and pleaded for 
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the removal Of caste and religious supersti- 
tions. 

With a vote of thanks to the chair, the 
meeting terminated. 

Cocanada. The Central Celebration Coth- 
mittee for Andhra Desa. — In order to celebrate 
the Centenary in a fitting manner in the Andhra- 
desa. and to concert measures towards^he same, 
a meeting of the representatives of all Brahmo 
and Prarthana Samajes. and of others who are 
in sympathy with the celebration, was convened 
in Cocanada on 18th June 1933. It l^as resolv- 
ed at that meeting that the Centenary should 
be celebrated on the 26th and 27th September 
in various places in the Andhra area, and 
that a Central Celebration should be organised 
in this place on the 29th and 30th of Sep- 
tember and the 1st of October. A Reception 
Committee, consisting of all those who nm in 
sympathy with the celebration throughout the' 
Andhra Desa. and who would subscribe a mini- 
mum amount of Rs. 5 was formed, to which 
Brahmarshi Dewan Bahadur Dr. Sir R. Venkata^ 
ratnam Naidu Garu was elected President, 

Mr. K. Kalianaswami. retired Subordinate 
Judge, Secretary. 

Before the actual celebrations On, 

the Central Committee resolved to ' t>roddcast' 
the message of Rammohun by publishing, 
literature, sending workers, and organising 
the convening of meetings by representative 



4b KAMMOHtrtir ROY eiKtERARY ORI.toRAl?IONS 


men of all persuasions and comiltiunjties in the 
various towns and villages throughout the 
Andhta area. The Andhra Brahma-dharma 
Pracharaka Trust, Cocanada, came to the 
assistance of the Committee by making its 
workers go about the* country carrying the 
message of Rammohun and interesting the 
general public in the Centenary celebrations, 
and also by undertaking the publication of litera- 
ture towards the same object. Mr. N. 
Jagannadha Rao, Superintendent of the local 
Maharaja’s Orphanage, also toured throughout 
the Coast Districts and Nellore in furtherance 
of the same object. As a part of this work, Mr. 
K. Kalianaswami, the Secretary of the Central 
Committee, contributed a series of articles in 
English to the Madras dailies on the life and 
work of Rammohun Roy, which were subse- 
quently published in book-form by the A. B. 
P. Trust on the eve of the celebrations, and 
freely distributed in several places. Among 
the Centenary publications are a leaflet of four 
fhges and a bqoklet of 32 pages on the life 
afUd work of Rammohun Roy. with his picture 
as the ftontispiece. and a folder explaining the 
principles of Brahma Dharma, all in easy Telugu, 
beSidAi a number of tracts both in English and 
Telugu. All the publications have either been 
taken by the workers and distributed in several 
towns and villages, or been sent to them for 
<ilstrfb»i<»ion as widely as possible. 
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The Committee made a special effort to reach 
the students and young men by addressing a cir-- 
cular letter to the Principals of all Colleges and 
the Head Masters of all High Schools in the 
Andhra area, requesting them to hold meetings in 
their various institutions, on or about the 27 th 
September, and to bring home to the minds of the 
younger generation, by means of distjourses, 
the various aspects of the Raja’s life and his all-- 
round work, and to hold up the same as a 
supremely comprehensive ideal worthy of their 
following. 

The Committee also organised the submission 
to the Cocanada Municipality of an influentially 
signed public memorial to re-mame the Cutcherry 
Road, on which or in close proximity to which are 
situated a large number of public offices and insti- 
tutions associated with the religious, civic and 
social life of the city, as **Ram MohunRoy Road* ; 
and the Municipal Council granted the request of 
the memorialists by passing a unanimous resolu- 
tion to that effect. In order to carry out the same 
idea in other places, the Committee sent round a 
suggerticn to the Chairmen of all the Municipal- 
ities and the Presidents of most of the Panchayat 
Boatds in the Andhra area, requesting them to 
re-name a prominent street or road in their 
respective places, after the Raja, in commemora-? 
tion of the Centenary ; and the request is 
meeting with an encouraging response, 

Golour^printed photographs of the Raja with 
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a letterpress, giving briefly the important events* 
of the Raja's life and career are presented to the 
general public by the Committee as keepSakes* 
of the Centenary, and arrangements are in pro- 
gress to send such photographs to every impor- 
tant town and village in the Andhra area, n6t 
only to keep alive the memory of the Raja's life 
and work, but also to ensure the celebration of 
the Raja's anniversary every year by all classes 
of persons* 

The Committee takes this opportunity of ex- 
pressing its gratitude to all those who had con- 
tributed in various ways to the success of the 
celebration, and more especially to the Maharaja 
Sahib of Pithapurara, but for whose timely and 
munificent help the Celebration could not have 
achieved the success it did* 

Cocanada. — The Rammohun Centenary Cele^- 
brations were carried on at Cocanada from 
the 26th September to the 1st October, the most 
important public meeting being held on the last 
day under the presidency of Sir R. Venkata 
Ratnam, whose birthday fell on 28th September, 
and was also duly celebrated. 

It was an extremely happy coincidence that 
the Rammohun Centenary Celebrations have 
synchronised with the Dasara festivities of this 
year. The Centenary was celebrated with splen- 
dour, in a manner befitting the memorable life of 
the Raja. The local Brahmopasana Mandir, which. 
is the most magnificent construction in these parts. 
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became as it were' a place of pilgrimage to the 

population of Cocanada* and also to the countless 
# 

numbers of persons that flocked to that town 
to witness the Dasara festivities. The Mandit 
and the Pithapur Raja's College were electrically 
illuminated in a very artistic style. The whole 
road which has been aptly re-named *'Ram 
Mohun Roy Road" was literally flooded with 
light. Throughout the Utsava season streams of 
men and women, old and young, from far and 
near, were seen flowing in and out of this idol-less 
temple of God, which had flung its doors wide 
open to all without distinction, in an attitude of 
wonder and respect. Nobody passed by the road 
without folding his or her hands in reverence for 
that personality whose all-round greatness was 
responsible for the happy occasion. 

The Celebrations began in the Mandir on 26th: 
September morning with an opening Divine 
"^service by Mr. N. Jagannadha Rao, b. a., b. l.^ 
In the evening there was sankirtan in the Pithapur 
Maharaja's Orphanage. On the 27th morning 
there was Divine service in the Mandir by 
Sir R. Venkata Ratnam. At 11 a. m., the ‘‘Ram 
Mohun Students' Home for Adi-Andhras" was 
opened. In the afternoon there was reading of 
scriptures by Mr. B. B. Rakshit, m.a., and Mr. 
K. Satyanarayana, m. a. At about 5-30 p. M.,. 
Mr. Bh. Venkatapatiraju, b. a, b. l., c. i. e., of 
Vizagapatam unveiled the portrait of Ramraohun 
in the P; R. College Hall, and the Principal 
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accepted the portrait on behalf of the College. 
There was a public meeting in the evening, in 
which Mr. P. Ramaswamy, m. a., Principal of 
the P. R. College gave some anecdotes from the 
Raja's life. ‘ 

The 28th morning witnessed Sir Venkata 
Ratnam Naidu Garu's 71st birthday, celebrated 
by his ofd students, friends and admirers, when 
there was a sankirtan in the morning, prayer 
by Naidu Guru in his house, and a public meet- 
ing at about 9 a. m., in the Mandir, under the 
presidentship of Mr. K. Kalianaswami, b. a., 
B. L., retired Subordinate Judge, who led the 
prayer on the occasion. There were speeches 
by Messrs. A. R. Ponnuswamy Iyer, m. a., 
U. Ramajoganna, b. a., m. l., Saiduddin Sahib, 
B. A., P. Subbarayudu, K. Satyanarayana, b. a., 
and V. Kameswara Rao b. a., b. l, in which 
references were made to the greatness and the 
work of of Naidu Garu for the Andhra Desa. 
Congratulatory messages sent by absent friends 
were read out by Mr. P. Ramaswamy, m. a., and 
verses were read by Messrs. V. Lakshminarasim-' 
ham, P. V. Krishnasastri, b. a., B. Venkates- 
warulu, B. A., Sir Venkata Ratnan Naidu Garu 
gave a short but sweet speech in the end, in which 
he thanked those that were assembled and those 
tha^t could not attend the meeting, for their affec- 
tion, and. he made pointed reference to the old 
antirnautch campaign led by him some years ago. 
He expressed his disappointment when he found 
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that dancing girls were introduced into the Igcal 
Ganfsabhas (music parties), and said that in this 
fashion the evil which lay under the institution 
of nautch-parties was again coming up in another 
form. 

In the afternoon, the Rammohun Centenary 
celebrations commenced again at 5 p.«m. with 
Nagarasankirtan in a portion of the town. 

On 29th morning, Mr. Gudapati Satyanara- 
yana, the local resident minister, conducted 
Divine service. There was again Sankirtan from 
4 p. M. to 6 p. M. in the remaining portion of the 
town. Then there was a public meeting in the 
Mandir with Mr, Ch. Lakshminarasimham, the 
blind poet of Andhra Desa, in the chair. 
Speeches were made by Messrs. N. Narayanan 
murty of Berhampur and P. Ramaswamy. Ver- 
ses sent by absent friends were read by Mr. 
D. V. Krishnasastri. 

On the 30th Mr, P. L. Narayana, Brahmo 
Missionary of Narsapur, conducted Divine 
service in the morning. There was poor-feed- 
ing in the Annadana Samaj* by the Centenary 
Committee. The Local Satyalingam Naicker's 
Charities also fed about 400 poor, in connection 
with the Centenary Celebrations. Guests arrived 
from all the Districts, from Gan jam to Nellore, 
numbering about 200, besides those of the town. 

In the afternoon there was a meeting of 
Harijan children in the Mandir compound, and 
a Ladies* Gathering in the P. R. College PfalL 
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In tbe former meeting Rammohun*s life and 
services to the country, specially his efforts to 
abolish Caite distinctions, were recounted by 
speakers, and sweets and fruits were distribut^^d 
among all the children, who numbered over 400. 

The Ladies* Meeting was presided over by 
Srimati Gnanamba Garu. the Brahmo lady 
mission-worker of Bezwada* There were prayers, 
music and speeches by ladies present on the 
occasion, describing the special services rendered 
by Rammohun for the cause of women. In the 
end. pan. fruit, flowers and sweets were freely 
distributed among the audience, which numbered 
. about 600. 

The day closed with a public meeting in the 
Brahma Mandir. presided over by Dewan Baha- 
dur C. Ranganaikulu Naidu Garu. b. a., b. l., 
retired District and Sessions Judge. Mr. 
Venkata Rangayya. m. a., l. t., Re^dc|| ish 
History in the Andhra University College. 
Vizagabatam. Mr. N. Satyanarayana. Provincial 
Secretary of Land Mortgage Banks of Alamur. 
and Mr. C. Lakshmi Narasimham of Rajah- 
mundry. addressed a very crowded audience on 
the various aspects of Rammohun's work. Several 
gentlemen had to deny themselves the pleasure of 
attending the meeting for want of room. 

The 1st October was the last day of the cele- 
brations. The day opened with Divine service 
by Mr. K. Kalianaswami, retired Subordinate 
Judge Secretary of the Central celebrations. 
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The same day, at a later hour, there was a 
.Brahi|jo marriage ceremony in the Mandir, the 
rco^tracting parties being Mr. Brahmananda, son 
J. V. Narayana, Brahmo Missionary of 
Berhampur, and Srimati Santa Bai, the daughter, 
-of Mr. V. Venugopala Rao Naiduof this place. 
Though both the parties were anu|hthanik 
Brahmos, it was felt by the large concourse of 
Jadies and gentlemen present that the wedding 
vwas a demonstration of the fulfilment of Ram- 
:mohun*s mission, as the bridegroom was of 
-Brahmin origin and the bride a Naidu girl. The 
marriage service was conducted by Mr. P. 
Ramaswamy, and there were special prayers by 
the fathers of the bridegroom and thi^ bride, 
and b^ Sir R. Venkata Ratnam. 

The Public Meeting in connection with the 
Rat^mohun Centenary in the evening was 
-addifesled by as many as eight speakers, re- 
presenting the various faiths, Christianity, Islam, 
Liberal Hinduism, Atheism, Sanatanist Hintmlsm, 
and Brahmoism, on such aspects of the Raja’s 
life as appealed to them most. The chair was 
taken by Sir R. Venkata Ratnam Naidu Garu. 
The speeches made at the meeting are thus 
summarised by the Madras Hindu 

The President in his opening remarks, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the Successful cele- 
bration of the Centenary of one whose life had 
left its unique and progressive impress upon the 
destinies of a whole nation in all itss aspects of 
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existence, and hoped that the speakers of the 
day professing different faiths would speak on 
the Raja s life, wherein points of agreement ai|d 
concord might be emphasised, 

^r. Gnana Prakasam, (Indian Christian,) 
said, the Raja was a humble servant of the people 
seeking*real pleasure in service, a man of mighty 
courage capable of braving the wrath of the 
nearest and dearest for , the sak^ of his convic- 
tions. 

Mr. Abdul Hyder Saheb of Narsapur (re- 
presenting Islam) spoke in Urdu, and said that if 
the whole of the Hindu community gathered into 
oni under the banner of the Brahmo Samaj, it 
woul<i*t|C easy for the Hindus to achieve' unity 
with the Muslims, who were proud that the 
Raja was influenced largely by Arabic and 
Persian lore in his younger days. 

- After the speaker had finished, Sir R* Ven- 
kata Ratnam remarked that real Hindu-Muslim 
unity could be obtained not by distribution of 
seats' or emoluments, but by a clear and genuine 
understanding of each other s cultures and civili- 
sations, and by an honest spirit of selflessness in 
public affairs, 

Mr. P. Bhadriah, m. A., District Educational 
Officer, speaking next, said that Brahmoism is 
a religion that never recognised prophets, priests, 
0t rituals. It sought to establ^h direct contact 
jhii:twecn one's soul and God, doing away with the 
cobwebs of unnecessary religiosities and rituals 
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that grew round religion. Raja Rammohun 
Roy’s real strength and enduring work lay in 
th|a.# 

^r. M. V. V. K. Rangachari. Vakil, and a 
mBniber of the Rationalistic Society, understood 
Raja Rammohun Roy as an atheist, for he was an 
iconoclast pulling down idolatry, and a ruthless 
opponent of all the murky superstitions of the 
day that passed for religion. The speaker drew 
attention to the celebration of centenaries, of 
Charles Bradlaugh in England and Ingersoll in 
America, who were the pioneers of free thought 
and political freedom movements, and classified 
Raja Rammohun Roy with them. 

The President observed that the difi^erence 
between a theist and an atheist was only in the 
letter *a.’ If fighting superstition was ^atheism’, 
the President said Raja Rammahun Roy was an 
atheist . 

^ Mr. Jatavallabha Purushottama. B. A., of 
Kovvur, representing Sanatana Dharma. said, 
at a time when Christian missionaries were about 
to convert educated India into Christianity. Raja 
Rammohun Roy established the Brahmo Samaj 
and saved Hinduism. He further said that the 
Upanishads were read and understood only 
among Brahmos, besides a few learned Pandits. 
The present generation was fortunate because 
Rammohun Roy stood for English education. 

Mr. Peddibhoka Swhbarayudu spoke from the 
theosophical point of view* «m^d said th^t ®ceat 
4 
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men came into this world with a mission and 
fulfilled it. 

Mr. Chillariga Narasimha Rao Pantulu» retired 
Registrar, spoke from the view point of the 
Bhagavatam. and said that Rammohun Roy 
correctly understood and practised the philosophy 
of life propounded in the Gita and Bhagavatam. 

Mr.^D. Krishna Sastri read some Telugu 
verses written by him. 

This meeting, (and the whole Celebration) 
came to a close after the giving of thanks by the 
President to all those that had participated in it, 
and made it the tremendous success that it was. 
to the Chairman and members of the Municipa- 
lity who had unanimously resolved to re-name the 
Cutchery Road as *‘Ram Mohun Roy Road” and 
to the Satyalingam Naicker’s Charities for spe- 
cially feeding the poor in memory of the occasion. 

Although this meeting came to a close at a 
very late hour, the vast audience sat still to the 
very end. Literature in Telugu and English on 
the various phases of Rammohun’s life and work 
was freely distributed on all the days of the 
celebrations. 

The celebrations made a profound impression 
throughout the Andhra Desa. After the last 
meeting, there was an informal gathering of' all 
the visitors and local men, and it was resolved to 
keep up the continuity of the work which had 
been so well started under the auspices of the 
Centenary Commit tefe. 
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Rajahmundry. — The Centenary of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy, the pioneer and prophet of Mod- 
ern Iijdia was celebrated here with due eclat for 
3 days. The proceedings began on the morning 
of 24th September with Divine Service in the 
Prarthana Samaj by Sir R. Venkataratnam Naidu, 

On the 25th about 250 poor people were fed 
in the Ananda gardens. In the evening there 
was a Ladies' Gathering in the “Stree Samaj” 
when Miss H. Kaveribai n. v., l. t., presided and 
Mrs* K. Saguna and Miss Kamala Ratnam spoke 
on the various activities of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. 

On 26th a cosmopolitan dinner was arranged 
when the elite of the city were present. The 
pleasant function of naming the road on which 
the Town Hall stands after Rammohun Roy 
was performed by Mr. S. K. Chettur. i. s. Sub- 
collector, who presided over the public gathering 
of the evening in the Veeresalingam Town Hall. 
The street, which was till recently called the 
Hospital Road, was named after Raja Rammohun 
Roy. Mr. Chettur said that there was great need 
for a reformer of that kind at the present time, 
as there were still persons in India who favoured 
*Sati.' Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Row Naidu spoke on 
the "Spirit of Rammohun Roy”, and Mr. J. Gang- 
anna, Headmaster of the Veeresalingam High 
School, on "The Kingdom of God.” 

Divine service was held by Mr. Nabhi Jagit'- 
nadha Rao of Cocanada, on the morning of Sept^^ 
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emb^r 27. In the afternoon, a procession started 
from the Godavari Station, passed through the 
important streets, and terminated at the Veecesa- 
lingam Town Hall, where a public meeting was 
held under the presidency of Rao Saheb Dr. V. 
Ramakrishna RaO. He said that it was perhaps 
nature's will that they were to celebrate Gandhiji's 
birthdayt and mourn the demise of Dr. Annie 
Besant, and again to celebrate the Centenary of 
Raja Rammohun Roy, the towering personalities 
of India and the world, during this Puja week 
and ‘Mahalaya’ month. He eulogised the various 
activities of Raja Rammohun Roy. describing 
how he fought for the emancipation of humanity 
in the social, political and religious fields. Then 
he called upon the poet. Ch. Lakshminarasimham 
to present to the Town Hall the portrait of Raja 
Rammohun Roy on behalf of the Centenary 
Commitee- The poet in his own eloquent and 
fluent manner read some verses from his newly 
published book 'Kripambunidhi' (ocean of mercy) 
and felt glad that he was spared to witness the 
Centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy, whose foot- 
steps he faithfully trod throughout his life, and 
dhanked the Committee for the opportunity he 
was given* 

Mrs. N^zlruddin b. a* in unveiling the portrait 
said that it was an esteemed jnrivikge for her lo 
unveil the portrait of one who fought every indh 
of his i#e for the emanation of her 
, Mt, ’Soibi Rao 'iPantufa. at a ol 'dke ■ 
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Town Hall, accepted the portrait* Two gold 
medals were awarded to two students of the sixth 
form ♦for standing uppermost in the Elocution 
"Contest conducted by the Committee* After 
inspiring speeches by Messrs. B. Narayanan 
Deo, D. Venkata Rao, and P. Sundarasiva Rao, 
and verses by Messrs. T, Achuta Rao, K. Dhar- 
manna. a Harijan poet, and K. Kasipathi, the 
function came to a close . — (Selected [tom the 
*'Swatajya* and the '*Ju$tice\ Madras). 

Bangalore. — Glowing tributes were paid to the 
life and work of Raja Rammohun Roy, ''the 
first and the greatest of Indians of modern India ' 
at a public meeting held on 27th September at 
the Intermediate College Hall, under the presi" 
dency of Dr. Sir C. V. Raman. The meeting, 
which was got up by the Bangalore Brahmo 
Samaj, was very largely attended, and several 
ladies were present. 

^ Sir C. V. Raman in the course of his intro- 
ductory remarks said that Raja Rammohun Roy 
was the founder of a community, which though 
numerically small, had yet exercised great in- 
fluence on present day India. One had only to 
read the barest account of the life of Rafa Ram- 
mohun Roy to realise that he was truly a remark* 
able man. At the present day, much of what he 
had done might appear a little obvious. To real- 
ise the work of Raja Rammohun Roy, one had 
to transport himself to the days when Rammohun 
Roy lived,— a period when western education had 
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made no kind of impression in India. Dr.- 
Rabindranath Tagore truly summed up the Raja's 
position in modern India, when he saicf that 
**Raja Rammohun Roy was the first and the 
greyest of the Indians of modern India'*. The 
speaker was reminded on the occasion of the 
remarkable difference between Bengal and South 
India. One of the most striking differences was 
that in Bengal, they loved to honour their great 
men. During the last 4 or 5 years, he, the speaker, 
was frequently called upon to speak on this or 
that anniversary or centenary. Such a spirit 
was not to be found in South India. The speaker 
sometimes wondered why nothing of that kind 
was done to honour great South Indians. He* 
would only mention Sir K. Seshadri Aiyar, who 
had transformed Mysore. This instance was: 
only typical. 

Proceeding, Dr. Raman said that Raja Ram.- 
mohun Roy was a great Indian, and his message^ 
was one that would appeal to every community, 
every province, and every man and woman. His 
message had a significance. It was the true voice 
of India trying to be heard in every nook and 
corner, to banish suspicion, superstition and 
obscurantism. The speaker did not think that 
even at the present day the need for that message^ 
had disappeared. The hundred years that had 
elapsed since the death of that great man, had 
not witnessed the extinction of the great evils 
about which he spoke and wrote so energetically 
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'"Wc to-day, in India, are in many matters, 
living still very back in the 18 th century. The 
hundved years of progress of Rammohun Roy’s 
influence has not touched us in many matters.. 
We have yet to realise that if India is to hold 
her own, we should have no hesitation in sternly 
rejecting everything, which, though sanctified by 
time, is nevertheless something we should be 
ashamed of. One can notice in our present social 
and religious belief, many an attitude and habit 
which are wholly unjustifiable.” The speaker 
would only mention the attitude of orthodox 
men in regard to the rights of women. The 
Advocate of orthodoxy shouted in horror when 
the rights of women were sought to be improved. 
So long as there were such men who exercised 
their influence on the minds of the country, 
it would be very necessary to recall the lesson 
of Rammohun Roy, and his message was very 
necessary to raise Indians from this quagmire of 
superstition and ignorance. 

Dr. Raman, proceeding, said that he would 
not speak about the religious activities of Ram^ 
mohun Roy. The speaker personally thought 
that *'the less of religion we have, the better we 
shall be.” 

Miss V. T. Lakshmi, Head Mistress of the 
Kamala Bai Girls’ High School, next addressed 
the gathering. She said that Rammohan Roy 
was the inaugurator of the modern age in India^ 
Ever since his birth, he worked, suffered and 
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died for India. Rammohun Roy was a pioneer 
in education, social reform and political reform. 
He hated tyranny of every kind and worked for 
the rights and liberties of women and he was 
essentially a 'woman's man'. 

Mr. ■ N. Mahadevan, who next spoke, dwelt, 
on the many-sided greatness of Raja Rammohun 
Roy and appealed to the people to cast off age- 
long customs and beliefs which did not fit with 
the present day conditions. 

Mr. K. T. Bashyam said that Rammohun 
Roy’s idea of the essential unity of Godhead 
amidst the apparent diversity of religions and the 
establishment of a common mode and place of 
worship for every Indian, be he a Hindu, Muslim, 
Christian, Parsi or Jew, of any caste, colour or 
creed, thereby bringing the votaries of every 
religion together in a spirit of brotherhood, were 
indicative of that far-seeing vision which a 
hundred years ago envisaged the making to-day 
of a League of Nations, of a Parlimaent of Man. 
Love of liberty was the essence of Rammohun 
Roy's life as a reformer. His love was confined 
not only to India. Wherever, in whatever part 
Off the world, humanity progressed, the heart pf 
Raja Rammohun Roy responded in delight.“So 
universal was his love of humanity. Proceeding 
Mr. Bashyam said that there were a number of 
wrongs, great and small at the present like the 
curie of untouchability, the ccotiomtc slavery of 
.iVomen, grinding poverty pf the 
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helpless snfFerings of the labouring classes, etc,, 
which required to be redressed, and the country 
was tin dire need of persons like Rammohun Roy, 
The speaker believed that the spirit of Ram- 
mohun was abroad, and that the day would not 
be far before they commemorated his ^day in 
accomplishing what he attempted in the cause 
of humanity, — the brotherhood of man. 

Messrs. W. H. Hanumanthappa and N. 
Ramamurthi then addressed the gathering. 

In bringing the proceedings to a close. Dr. 
Raman expressed his thanks to the organisers of 
the meeting for giving him the opportunity to pay 
his tribute to Rammohun Roy. Rammohun 
Roy was one of the galaxy of thinkers who had 
given all their best to the service of the country. 

With a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. B. V. 
Narayana Reddi, the meeting terminated. — 
(Hindu, Madras) 

There was also a procession earlier in the day, 
which started from Yelahanka Gate and terrain 
nated at the City Brahmo Samaj Buildings, 
Cottonpet— (Justice, Madras) 

Another account of Sir C. V, Raman s speech, 
from the Swarajga, Madras, is given below : — 

Sir C. V. Raman in his introductory remarks 
observed that they had assembled there to per-* 
form a duty both to themselves and to the country, 
by celebrating the Centenary of Raja Rammohun 
Rpy. Raja Rammohun Roy, Sir C. V, Raman 
added, was the founder of a community which 
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though minierically small had yet exercised" 
great mfluence oil the present day India. He 
(chairman) was present there not either ^ a 
member of that community, or as a follower ; 
nor bemuse he was entirely in agreement with 
that Brahmo community ; but they had only 
to peruse the life, activities and the writings 
of Raja Rammohun Roy to realise what a truly 
remarkable man he was. At a time when the 
western education had not made any impression 
in India, it required enormous courage and daring 
to say or do something as Raja Rammohun Roy 
did, against the general public opinion, however 
wrong the latter might be. As Dr. Rabindranath 
Tagore put it. Raja Rammohun Roy was the 
greatest of the Indians of modern India. 

Incidentally the chairman remarked that there 
was a difference between Bengal and South India* 
He said that although it was Sir K. Seshadri Iyer 
who transformed Mysore, and was the man res- 
ponsible for the electric light which they were 
enjoying at present, yet he saw no trace anywhere 
of an attempt to celebrate his memory. 

Referring to the message of Raja Rammohun 
Roy the Chairman said that his message was one 
that would appeal to every community and 
piovince, man and woman alike. , His message 
was the true voice of India trying to be heard, 
of a people enveloped in a clopd of ignorance, 
atipefstition and obscurantism. It was refreshing 
occesionally to turn to the writings of Raja Ram- 
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hundred years since Raja Rammohun Roy had^ 
pasfed away, yet they had not seen the extinction 
of the growing evils. They, in India, were still 
living far back in the 18th century, — small |^ears of 
progress. They still thought to hold fast to all 
old things in their civilisation. He agreed that 
they should hold fast to things good in their 
religion, although old. But they should have no- 
hesitation whatsoever in sternly rejecting every- 
thing, though sanctified by age and custom never- 
theless, everything which was not in keeping with 
the changed conditions of the country, whether 
social, religious or political. — things which were 
wholly unjustifiable. 

Sir C. V. Raman next referred to the great 
advocacy of Raja Rammmohun Roy for the rights- 
of women. He also referred to the opposition 
^of some advocates of the orthodox society, 
when the rights of widows for bare maintenance 
were passed. There were still obscurantists who'* 
believed that every thing that had come down 
to them by custom was good. So long as thete 
were such men, and so long as such men were 
in positions of authority and exercised theit 
influence in the country, so long was it neces- 
sary to recall the lesson Raja Rammohun Roy 
gave them. He said that so long as social evils 
#ferc perpetrated in the name of religion, his“ 
Wiee should come down to them to rouse them" 
frbih the quagmire of superstitions, ignorance 
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and social cfuelty. Personally, he said, the less 
of religion, they had, the better it would be for 
the country. 

Coimbatore.— The Centenary of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy’s death was celebrated on 27th Sep- 
tember at the Y. M. C. A. Hall under the presi- 
dency of the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, 
’There was a crowded gathering. The proceed- 
ings began with a prayer. 

The Rt. Hon. S. Sastri. in speaking on the life 
of Raja Rammohun Roy. said that the large audi- 
ence whom he had the privilege to address was 
proof of the great interest evoked by the occasion. 
It was to be presumed that Raja Rammohun 
Roy's life and work were also largely known 
to the audience, and he should perhaps keep his 
speech within strict limits. To Rammohun religion 
was the central interest, and therefore quite early, 
much earlier than in the case of other youths, he 
began to think of the great problems, of God, and 
of the way He should be worshipped by men. 
Now he came to a sketch of the various activities 
in which Rammohun was engaged. His mind 
seems to have been of a very capacious order. No 
branch of knowledge but was familiar, to him* 
He also learnt all about Christianity. His idea 
was that under the surface of all these rcligi-' 
pns, there was a common core of spirituality, of 
truth, which alone was thi vital thing. Any one 
who. not understanding this, or understanding this 
*m\f paritially, let his life linger antotigst the 
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BUperflcialities and the observances merely of the 
various religions, denied himself true contact with 
GocV And so throughout his life Rammohun 
laboured to establish the nature and scope of this 
inner core. They would see that towards the end 
of his life, in order to give an objective form to 
these teachings of his. and to provide a home 
where people of his way of thought might meet 
and carry on their prayers in their own way, he 
founded what was now known as the Brahmo 
Samaj. Besides this religious activity there were 
many other things to which Raja Rammohun Roy 
devoted himself. 

Speaking of another great work of the illustri- 
ous Raja, viz., that in connection with the aboli- 
tion of ''Sati”, Mr. Sastri said, that this institu- 
tion of '*Sati*' had got a great hold on the Bengali 
mind. In fact it was much more prevalent there 
at that time than it was over the rest of India. 
''Proof of it was to be found to-day in the stray 
cases that were reported even nowadays of an 
actual ‘*sati” having been performed, or an attempt 
at it having been made. It was quite an extra- 
ordinary grip that that this idea had on the 
Bengali woman. Even in this sphere Ra|a Ramr^ 
mohun Roy's labottrs were not destined to bear 
fmlt easily or quickly. It was not until the year 
iS29hl Lord Wilham Bcntinck's time that the 
rtfottn was actiially promulgated as a decr^ of 

* Snt peribapa the most intcreitiag eptode In 
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his life was connected with the freedom of the 
Press. It was not commonly known, so he the 
speaker, would devote a few minutes to a narra- 
tion of the part that. Raja Rammohun Roy took 
in this matter. In the interregnum between Lord 
Hastings and Lord Amherst, the Senior Member 
of the Council, Mr. Adam, acted as Governor- 
General. In his time there was published in 
Calcutta a paper called the Calcutta Journal. Its 
editor was a person named }. Silk Buckingham. 
Once an ecclesiastic of the Scotch Church named 
Re\ . Bryce took the very remarkable step oi 
changing his profession. They did not hear nowa- 
days of a Bishop becoming a Collector. But this 
gentleman performed an exploit of that kind. He 
changed o^atr from his ecclesiastical office, and 
took the place (.)f Clerk of Stationery under the 
East India Co. Mr. Silk Buckingham grew 
indignant. He wrote in his paper that thi.s 
conduct was unbecoming, and the Government 
should not have given the job to him, — a perfectly 
legitimate criticism in these days. But it was 
too much for Mr, Adam, the Governor-General at 
that time. He straightway ordered that Mr, 
Silk Buckingham should leave India vuthin the 
space of two months, anci if he was found in 
India after that, he would be deported. Not 
content with that, the next day he suppressed 
this newspaper, and promulgated a rule and 
ordinance that all newspapers and presses should 
take out licences before they could be published. 



('onir.ATorj: 


This restriction on the freedom of the Press excited 
a great deal of criticism at the time. Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy and his friends straightway prepared 
a great petition to His Majesty in England. 
This petition is commonly regarded as the 
Raja s masterpiece, it was an eloquent defence 
of the freedom of the Press ; and therefore it 
has been compared to the most famous plea 
for the establishment of unlicensed printing 
in England. They must all have heard of Milton's 
great work, known by the unpronounceable name 
of Areopagitica”. it was a rare piece of litera- 
ture. The love of liberty whidi it breathed was of 
the most exalted kind. Rammohiin’s appeal from 
the decision of the Chid judge of the Calcutta 
High Court was regarded as the Areopagitica ol: 
India. It contained 55 paragraphs ol: glowing 
prose. Even to-day they were worth reading : for 
iournaiists had to carry on work under conditions 
which made it dithcult, and their criticism of 
affairs was not free, spontaneous and helpful, hi 
those days the whole subject w^as discu.sscd b> 
Raja Rammohun Roy in terms which would be 
applicable to-day. The subsequent history of that 
matter might be told in a few words. The petition 
to His Majesty had no effect at all, and the Press 
continued in shackles for a period of 12 la 
years thereafter. It was in another interregnum 
that another temporary Governor-General. Sir 
Charles Metcalfe rescinded the restriction, and 
the Press became once more free. 
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He would now pass on to the last years of 
Raja Rammohun Roy’s life. In order to find a 
home where One common God of all could be 
worshipped, free of ritual, free of all ceremony, 
and free of all particularities, he founded the 
Brahmo Saraaj. He built the place himself and 
wished all to 90 to it who were like-minded. The 
foundation of that Samaj became the starting 
point of a new turn in the story of Hinduism, It 
was that church that had continued to live to this 
day under the designation of Brahmo Samaj. 
Unfortunately not many years passed before it 
split up into a ‘Sadharan Samaj’ and an 'Adi 
Samaj,' and the fissiparous tendencies ol; Indians 
cut into it very soon, and sapped its original force. 
The document by which he endowed this church 
and dedicated it to the public was an interesting 
piece, and he proposed to read out to them one 
of the clauses out of this document in order to 
give them an idea of the kind of people. Raja 
Rammohun Roy wished to comprehend within this 
new Theistic Church. The clause that he would 
read contained really the pith of the whole docu- 
ment. They would find along with the sub- 
stance a good deal of the jargon of the convey- 
ancer. It was prof abundant of the breadth of 
view that he took, and the anxiety that he had 
that his church should really be a place of 
reconciliation of all creeds, that it should be a 
place where God was approached in the purest 
and simplest manner. 
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[Mr. Sastri then read out a clause from that 
document.] Continuing, he said that in the year 
1830 Raja Ramniohun Roy was appointed by the 
then Emperor of Delhi to conduct a case for him 
before the Court of Directors. The Emperor of 
Delhi was then a decaying potentate. But he 
conferred upon Rammohun Roy the title of 'Raja/ 
and started him on this mission. When Raja 
Rammohun Roy travelled, there was no means 
of rapid transport. He had to spend half a year 
on water. He went round the Cape of Good 
Hope. 1 1 would appear that when he landed at 
the Cape, he stayed on land for an hour, and 
then returned to the boat. He then met with 
an accident. The gangway ladder had not 
been properly fixed up. and he fell down in the 
ascent, and in consequence he became lame for 
the rest of his life. And it caused him most acute 
pain. Nevertheless, when he heard that two 
French boats were anchored near by. and that they 
displayed the famous tri-colour flag of the French 
Republic, so ardent was his love of freedom that 
he resolved to go and see the boats himself and 
salute the flag. It was a great physical hardship to 
him, but he did go against all advice. His love of 
liberty was said to have been one of his most 
remarkable qualities. There was a story of how 
when he went to England, and when the Reform 
Act of 1832 was being discussed in Parliament, he 
watched the the proceedings with the greatest 
interest, and told his friends that he would have 


5 
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nothing to do with England thereafter if that Bill 
did not go through Parliament. The Act did go 
through, and Raja Rammohun Roy lived long 
enough to see the first Parliament under the new 
regime. In England he appeared to have succeed- 
ed in everything but his Delhi mission. The 
Courtof Directors would not recognise the deputa- 
tion of the Emperor of Dellii. But they were so 
anxious to show their high regard for the person- 
ality of Raja Rammohun Roy that they organised 
a public dinner in his honour. He was lionised 
during his brief stay there. He saw the King 
more than once. That was a great thing in those 
days, and it was proof of the hospitality and 
appreciation of worth which were the characteris- 
tics of the British race. Unfortunately, lie took ill 
there, and just as he was planning to return, 
he had to be taken to a friend's house at Bristol : 
but he was called away. The pi ace where he 
was buried, — he could nor be cremated according 
to his wishes, — was now a sacred spot. Every 
Indian who went to England was told of it. Every 
year students and other people in London 
organised a pilgrimage and it was an act of 
Shraddha, as it were, which their people per- 
formed. That was the great man who died in the 
year 1833. 

He was regarded commonly as the Maker of 
Modern India. That designation was no over- 
statement, Of course if the evening’s discourse 
had been given to students instead of to grown 
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up people, it would have been far more iisefu]. 
He, the speaker, trusted that as soon as schools 
and coilcejes were reopened, the minds of young 
people would be brought to dwell with reverence 
on the great career of the Raja, and tochevsh his 
memory as one of the rich possessions oi the 
community, Tlic fact that he belonged to Bengal, 
that all his time was spent there, need not prevent 
them from appreciating the comprehensiveness or 
his outlook, and the rare quality of his patriotism. 
In fact, in the evidence that he gave before the 
Select Committee of Parliament, which every 
20 years inquired into the aftairs of India, for the 
renewal of the charter, he had put in three or 
four memoranda which were still cherished as 
monuments of learning and store-houses -jl' 
accurate knowlcdgi of Indian conditions. 

After Mr. Sastri had spoken, Rao Sahio 
C, M. Ramachandraii Chettiar. Messrs, T. S, 
Krishnamurthi Aiyar, n. A., l. t., Abdur Rahim. 
G. Venkatarama Aiyar, and others spoke on the 
life of Raja Rammohun Roy, With a vote ci 
thanks proposed by Mr. T. V. Rajagopal, m. 
the function came to a close. - Hrndu, M adrift', 

Caiinanore.— The Cannanore Bralimo Sanraj 
-elebrated on the d7{h September 1 933 the Cente- 
nary of Raja Kammoluin K'oy with due solemn ny 
and enthusiasm, la response to a widely cirrulated 
invitation and notice, a larpm ^^athering of men, 
women and cliildren assembled in the morning m 
the newly constructed Bungalow of Mr. INI. B- 
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Raniniuni, opposite the Court Maidan, where the 
IMeinorial Service was held. After usual sankirtan 
by the members of the Samaj, Miss Leela Gopalan, 
(the Secretary’s daLU^'hter,) the Music Teacher of 
the local Cover nmeut Girls’ Ili^'h School, sang the 
well-known hymn “Sarvcim Brahmamayam”. Tlie 
service was conducted by Sadhu Siva Prasad, 
with a stirring and eloquent Udbodhan exj)laining 
the significance of the life and message of of Raja 
Rammohuii Roy, the Saint, Seer and Prophet 
of modern India. The Minister explained to the 
assembly how the great Raja consecrated his life 
for the social, religious, political, educational and 
literary advancement of India. He showed that the 
Rajarshi was the chosen prophet of God for ushering 
in a redeemed world and a new civilisation. His 
sermon on the life and teachings of the great prophet 
created a deep impression on the orthodox people. 
At the conclusion of the service the genial host 
treated the assembled guests to light refresh- 
ments. 

A special public meeting was also arranged at the 
Chowa Dharina Samaj. Mr- P. Kannan, a leading 
vakil of Caunanore, presided, and several young men 
gave addresses on the various aspects of the Raja’s 
life. Sadhu Siva Prasad drew the attention of the 
audience to the spiritual side of his life. Mr. M, 
Ramachander, the local District Munsif, and several 
others from Cannanore, participated \u the function. 
The chorus songs by the little girls who sang 
Brahmo hymns were much appreciated. 
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In the evening a public meeting was held in the 
d o>vn I\diddl 0 School, Cannanore. .1 he school pre- 
mises Vere decorated with festoons and fioAvers, and 
before the appointed hour people had gatliered in 
large numbers from all parts of the town to pay their 
tribute of respect and homage to the memory of Kaja 
Ranimohun Roy, and to hear the speeches of dis- 
tinguished |)ersons. After llrahma-sankirtan and 
prayer, Air. Ramachander, District Alunsif, proposed 
Khan Bahadur Khalimulha Chida Hahib Bahadur, 
M.ICE., I )ejnity *Superintendent of Police, to the 
presideiUial (diairwilh a short and ap})ropriate spcecli, 
'The address of the president touched on the several 
aspt‘cts of the life of the ^reat Raja witl) (juotaiions 
frv)m Arabic and Persian scriptures. Tlie Kliari 
J^ahadui in his tribute* to tlie great Indian staled iliat 
he was sent by (fodi to India as His soldier to battle 
ii^aint Ignorance, superstition, ( aste and idolatry, and 
to tight t(;r the emancipation and u])lift of women, 
Tlie Raja’s inessag(‘ of nm\'ersal religion with no 
barriers of creed, scripture or prophet, witli common 
Avorship lor all, made a powerful at^H-eal upon the 
audience. Mr, T. Krislman (\hakil), President ot 
the Cannanore t-^amaj read in Alalayalani a short 
sketdi of Raja Rammohun Roy’s life Avritten lor 
the occasion by Badhu Biva Prasad and printed by 
the Cannanore Samaj for tree distribution. Glowing 
tributes to the memory of the Raja Avere paid by 
Alessrs. V. Kunhikannan Nambiar, B.A., L.T., Moulavi 
Abdulla, II. A., and Aliihammad Kunhi, a student, 
and the proceedings concluded Avitli a fitting speech 



<0 KAMMOIIUX ROY (ENTKNARY ORLJfc:! '.RATIONS 


by the president. The meeting terminated with 
kirtan ^nd pra3^er. The entire celebration was an 
unqualified success. 

Masulipatam . “-The Centenary of the death of 
Kaja Rammohun Roy w<is celebrated with great 
enthusiasm and success under the joint auspices of 
the townsmen and the local ]:>rahmo Saniaj for three 
daj^s. Dr. Ah Ramakrishna Rao came down from 
Madras on tlie 13th September : the same day Messrs. 
N. jaganna lha Rao and R. Balakrishna Rao, the 
parly sent round by the A. Ik fk Trust, also arrived. 
An informal meeting was held in the evening in the 
Mandir, and a tentati\c scheme was drawn U]) for the 
celebrations. Dr. Ah Ramakrishna Rao and Air. G. 
Subbiah. the Secretary of the Saniaj, w'cnt round the 
town and secured die signatures of some of the 
leading men for coiuening a public meeting in the 
Toivn ilall. A Celebration Committee • oiisisting 
of Messrs. \k Ak S. Avadham n.L., (Retd. Sub- 
Judge), Rao Dahadur S. Ikmumantlia Kao n. v.pu u., 
I'k i kardhasaradhi, Aid. Ali Raza li.A., UJ,., District 
Munsifk, lve\'. P. Uatnayya M.A., ((A AT. 8. Noble 

College), Airs. S. N. Akhila Dai, L.lM.s., T. Perayya 
Naidu (Retd. Engineer), K. Sixararna. Krishna Ikao, 
M.A., [..T.. Principal Hindu College, A. Ik Jolmston 
M.A., (Cantab), Principal, Nolde College, Dr. Ak 
Ramakrishna Kao m.a., l.t., ph.I)., U. Gopalaratnam, 
G. Subbiali, Secretary, Brahmo Bamaj, and Convener, 
Celebration Committee, was formed. It was resolved 
(l) to celebrate the Centenary for 3 days, i. e. 25th, 
26th and 27tli September ; (2) to present a Bromide 
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photograph of Raja Ramitiohun Roy to tlie local 
Town Hall, and (3) to request the Municipal Council 
to name the Road in front of the Brahma Mandir 
after the Raja. Dr. W Ramakrishna Kao arid Messrs. 
G. Subhiah and A. Suryanarayana Rao Naidn worked 
hard and completed all the arrangements, though the 
timr' at their disposal was very short. 

The Divine Services in this connection were held 
in the morning in the Mandir winch, witli the quad- 
rangle in front, was gaily decorated with dags and 
festoons, and a grand arch was put up at the gate 
announcing’ the Centenary Celebrations. Tlie Town 
Hall, where the public meetings were held in the eve- 
ning, was also similarly decorated. 

On the morning of the first day (the 25th Septem- 
ber) the opening Divine Service in the INIandir was 
conducted by Dr. \h Ramakrisha Rao. In his 
sermon on Riinuno/uni, the Devotee, he pointed out 
how divine lo\’e gradually developed in Ramnioluin 
even in his early years, and ullimatcdy deepened and 
formed the bedrock of all public activities in his 
later life. 

On the second day IMr. P. Anjaneyulu conducted 
the morning service and gave a discourse on Ram- 
the NiTtion^bu'ihlcr. lie showed how Ram- 
mohim laid the foundation of an all-round develop- 
ment of the country, and how he strove liard for the 
consolidation of the disintegrating elements in the 
body politic and the reconciliation of conflicting 
cultures and civilizations. The same day a Dadies 
Gathering was held in the Mandir at 4 P.M., at which 
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Mrs. P. S. Anjaneyulu read a paper on Rammohun 
and the uplift of women, and sister Jnanamba of 
Bezwada conducted the prayer and gafe a talk on 
Rammohun’s life and work. 

On the last day (27th September ) Mr. G. Subbiah 
conducted the morning service, and delivered a sermon 
on Rammohun the Man* In a lucid speech he 
brought out all the outstanding features of Ram- 
mohun’s character. In the afternoon poor people 
numbering about six hundred were sumptuously fed 
in the Mandir precincts. 

The public meetings in the evenings were held in 
the Town Hall. The Madras Hindu thus describes 
the meQ|ings : — 

On the first day Dr. P. Venkatarama Aiyar, M. li. 
and c. M., District Medical Officer, was in the chair. 

Mr. Ch. Srinivasa Row, R.a., spoke at length on 
the life and mission of Rammohun Roy with special 
emphasis on the social and religious side of his 
activities, and said that he marked the beginning 
of a new epoch in the religious evolution of India. 
Rammohun Roy stood at the conffuence of two 
mighty streams, namely, the oriental and occidental 
cultures, and he breathed a new spirit and life into 
things old and time-worn. 

Mr. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, m.a., next addressed 
the gathering on the progress of religious thought 
and evolution from epoch to epoch, and observed 
that Rammohun Roy deserved an eminent place in 
the hierarchy of religious and social reformers of 
the land. The speaker felt that Rammohun Roy 
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culled into his system all the essentials of Sana- 
tana Dharnia, leaving out of account the ritualistic 
and minor aspects of Hindu theology. He did 
yeoman’s service to the cause of liinduism by making 
it sufficiently rational and adding a touch of modern- 
ity, which tlje conditions prevalent at the time ren- 
dered indispensable. 

The Chairman exhorted the hearers to imbibe the 
spirit of Puritanism breathed into India’s ancient 
religion by Ramniohun Roy, and to lead a life of bene- 
volence and humility, making social service the 
keynote of their lives. 

On the second day Mr. V. N. Kudva, I.C.S., 
Collector of Kistna, presided over the meeting held 
in the Town Hall. Mr. G. V. Subbiah, ^Secretary of 
the local Brahnio Samai, expatiated at some length on 
the basic principles of Brahmo theism and practice. 
Dr. V. Ramakrishna Rao, M.a., uh-D., ex-Principal of 
the P. R. Gollege, Cocanada, and a leading Brahmo 
of Houtli India, then delivered an illuminating dis- 
course on the work of Rammohun Roy as a religious 
prophet and saint. The Chairman observed in his 
concluding remarks that the Raja was universally 
recognised as the forerunner of the modern age, and 
that his versatile genius and penetrating intellect had 
led him to be the founder of the Brahmo Samaj. 

Mr. C. Govindan Nair, b.a., b.l-, Bar-at-Law, 

District Judge, Kistna, presided over ihe third 
day’s meeting in the Town Hall, which opened 
with fjrayers by Mr. P. Anjaneyulu of the Brahmo 
Samaj. Mr. Ch. Balakrishna Sastri, m.a., l.T., paid 
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a glowing tribute to the great founder of the Brahmo 
Sainaj, and said that inspite of honest differences 
of opinion in evaluating the work of Rammohun Roy 
as a religious reformer and teacher of mankind, it 
had to be conceded that he was the Maker of ^fodern 
India. 

Dr. Akhilahai made a short and imin'essive 
speech surveying Rammohun Roy’s work in the 
cause of the uplift and emancipalion of women. 
He was the cliampion of the rights of womanhood 
in India, who could ue\'er be too grateful to him for 
the soft corner he e\-er had in his heart for them. 

]\[r- K. Ralnay^'a, a., Noble C’ollege, then 
addressed the gathering on the (ie\’otional 

side of the Raja’s activities. Tic said that ho had 
come to pay has tribute to the memory of Rammohun 
Roy as a Christian, and said that what characterised 
the Raja’s work from the beginning to the end 
was philantliropy or love of humanity. His life was 
centred in love, and was lived for the service of 
man. I^ovc of (rod was, with him, love and service 
of man. His contact with English literature and 
Christian missionaries of the time sowetl in him a 
passion for diving into the deydhs of Christian 
theology, whicli he did in no time with his penetrating 
intellect and versatile knowledge- With all that 
he was essentially a Hindu and died a Flindu. 
He showed that Hinduism had in it all tlie essentials 
of a true and great religion, and that shorn of its 
ritualistic side, Hinduism, as could be made out 
from the Vedic theology, was as great a religion as 
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it could be. The speaker appealed to the hearers 
to Hv'e the life of purity and devotion, which Ram- 
mohun Roy exhorted them to live, and to embody 
in their lives the j^^reat truths preached by him. 

Mr. (jovindan Nair, who piesided, brought the 
proceedings to a close after paying a glowing tribute 
to the memory of Uammohim Koy, wdiose grave he 
had the honour of visiting at Bristol some time ago. 

Mr. S. f[ anumantha Kao proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks at the conclusion to the various speakers 
and other gentlemen who had contributed towards 
maldng the celebration :i success. 

Hyderabad (Deccan). — 'fhe Rammohun Roy 
Centenary was celebrated on the d7th September 1933 
in the Hydera'oad Biahmo Scunaj (Hanuman Takadi, 
Sultan Raz:ir). Rev. I... Simpson, luA., and Mr. 

G. A. Ghandavarkar, M. A., sjioke on the life and 

work of the Raja. Nawab Sir Amin Jung Bahadur, K'r. 
presided. .V t^t'oposal for a permanent memorial 
in llie shape of a library, to be named after the 
Raja, was also brought bnward. In the morning 
at S' 30 tliere was a Divine Service. 

Bombay.— The Rammohun Roy Centenary was 
celebrated in the Bombay Prarthana Samaj 

Mandir from the 26th September to the 1st 

October, 1933. On the 26th September at 6-30 
M. the opening Divine Service was conducted 
by Dr. Kashibai Nowrange, n. A., L. M. & s. 
On the 27th at 4-30 p. .\r, a public meeting for 
ladies was held under the auspices of the Arya 
Mahila Samaj, presided over by Mrs. Shantabai 
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Patkar, and addressed by Mrs Sharadabai 
Naravne, b. a. and Miss Krishnabai Javere ; and 
at 6-30 p. M. an address in English was deli- 
vered by Prof, V, N. Naik m. a., presided over 
by Mr. V. N. Chandavarkar, b. a., Vice- 
Chancellor of the University. On the 28th at 
3-30 M., there was a social gathering, and at 

6 I*. M., a meeting was held under the presidency 
of Principal R. Kar ; Principal James Kellock 
M. A., and Mr. S. G. Warty, m. a. spoke in 
English. On the 29th at 6-30 p. there was 
another public meeting presided over by Mr. 
D, G. Vaidya, and addressed by Mr. N. R, 
Phatak, ji. a. in Marathi, on Rammohun and 
National Uplift. On the 30th at 8-30 p. m. 
there was Harikirtan led by Mr. D. G. Vaidya. 
On the 1st October at 8-15 a. .m. there was a 
gathering of the Sunday School children ; Mr. 
B. B. Korgaonkar presided, and Miss Sumati 
Naik, p,. A. and Mr. G, L. Chandavarkar, m. a. 
spoke to the children. At 5-30 i>. m. the conclu- 
ding Divine Service was conducted by Mr. V. S. 
Sohoni. 

[We shall give the substance of some of the 
speeches on subsequent pages.] 

Poona City. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary 
was celebrated at the Ahalyashram, Poona City, from 
the 24th September to the 1st October, 1933. On 
the 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th September Divine 
Services were held in the mornings with readings frpm 
.the Raja’s Life, conducted by K. Madhale and Mr. 
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V. R. Shinde. On the 28th at 10 a. M. there was 
a Children’s Gathering ; and at 4-30 p. m. a Public 
Meeting presided over by Mr. V. R. Shinde. The 
following gentlemen spoke on the life and work of 
the Raja :^Mr. B. G. Jagtap, li.A., Mr. G. B. Shinde, 
Subehdar R. S. Ghatge, Mr. Madhale, and Mr. 
D- V. Gaikwad. On the 29th and 30th September 
and on the 1st October, Divine Services were con- 
ducted by Mr. V. R, Bhinde and Mr. B. G. Jagtap, 
n.A.. 

Under the ausi)ices of the Poona Prarthana Saniaj 
a public meeting was held on the 27th September at 
6 p.M. in the Gokhale Hall, where Mr. Kodand Rao 
of the Servants of India Society spoke on the life 
of the Raja. 

Kakina (Rangpur). — On the 27th September the 
Rammohun Roy Centenary was observed at Kakina. 
There was a divine service in the Brahnio Mandir. 
The pulpit was occupied by Sjt. Kali Prasanna Das 
Gupta. In the evening there was a Memorial Meet- 
ing. It began with a prayer by Sjt. Lalit Mohan 
Sen Banibhushan. Babu Sukhamay Das Gupta 
M.A., read a paper on ‘Sarvabhoum Rammohun’. 

Chittagong. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary 
Memorial meeting was held in the Chittagong 
Sadharati Brahmo Samaj Hall on the 27th Sep- 
tember, 1933, at 7 P.M., presided over by Mr. 
Ramaptasad Roy. Babu Baradaprasanna Ray 
offered a prayer, and the following ladies and 
gentlemen addressed the meeting :^PtoL A. Y. M. 
Abdul Maq oti the affinities of isl^m and Brahmo- 
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ism ; Kev. Dr. K. L. Biswas on the Raja’s Religious 
Reform ; Srijukta Hemalata Bhattacharya on 
the Raja’s labours for women ; Babu Subrata 
Ohaudhuri on the versatile genius of the Raja ; 
Babu Barada Prasanna Ray and Babu Annada- 
charan Das on the Raja’s deeply devotional spirit ; 
and the president on tlie Raja as the I.eading LiglU 
of the Modern Age. 

Barisal. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary 
was celebrated in the Barisal Brahma Mandir in 
the following manner. 

On the 15th September. Friday, at 7 i>. u. 
there was a meeting for awarding prizes for best 
essays on Rammohun Roy. Sj. Manomohan 
Chakretvarti presided. After a hymn, the presi- 
dent offered a prayer. Then Miss Sucharita Das, 
(3rd year class) and Master Amiyakumar Das 
Gupta (2nd year class) the recipients of the 
prizes, read their essays. 

After the prizes were distributed, some of the 
gentlemen present and the president made a few 
remarks on the essays. The meeting terminated 
with a hymn, 

On 16th September. Saturday, at 7 w yi, 
there was a public meeting presided over by 
Sj. Satyananda Das J5.a. Maulavi Hashem Ali 
Khan B. J.. spoke on ‘'Islam and Raja Rammohun 
Roy/' and Sj. Nibaranchandra Das Gupta, .m. a. 
ij. J.. on “Rammohun’s contributions to the 
world's domain of thought." 

On the 17th September, Sunday, both in the 
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morning and in the evening, there were Divine 
Services, Readings, kirtans and discourses, con- 
ducted by Sj. Satyananda Das and Sj. Monomo- 
han Chakravarti repectively. 

On 18th September, Monday, at 7 j>. m. 
another public meeting was held under the presi- 
dency of Principal Satischandra Chatterjee. Sj. 
Gopalchaiidra Biswas r>.L., and Sj. Satyananda 
Das li. A., spoke on ‘Raja Rammohun Roy and 
social Reform,” and “Raja Rammohun Roy and 
Religion,” respectively. 

On this occasion the Barisal Brahmo Samaj 
published a short Biography ot the Raja, priced 
2 as. for the public and 1 anna for students, 

Lucknow. — All cxiremely distinguished t^atherinR' 
of the elite of Lucknow was present at a meeting held 
ill the evenin'^ of lllh October in the Ganga Prasad 
Venna Alemonal ilali in connection with the 
hundredtii anniversary of the death of the Raja. 

The hall was packed to its utmost capacity, and 
tiie gathering was very representative of all the 
communities, hotii Imropean and Indian. 

Amongst those present were, Raja jagannath Bux 
Singh and Kunvvar Rajinder Singh, Ex-Ministers of 
the U. P. Govermnent., Hon. Mr. Justice B. N. 
Srivaslava, R. li. Pi. Shytiin Behari IMisra, Diwan 
of Orcha State, Dr. R. P. Paranjpye, \' ice-Chancellor 
of the Lucknow University, Dr. 11. D, \Vellons, 
Principal, Ueid Christian College, Mr. A. Ih Sen, 
Prof. N, K. Siddhanta, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 
Lucknow University, Mrs. Siddhanta, Dr. Miss 
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Manchester, Professor of the Isabella Thoburn 
College, Principal S. C. Sen, Messrs. Shambhu Dayal 
and A. 0. Bose, retired District and Sessions Judges, 
Mrs. Minon, Advocate, Dr. Qutbuddin Ahmed, LL.D., 
Barrister-at-law, and many others. On the motion of 
Hon. Mr. Justice B. N. Srivastava, and seconded 
by Mrs. Mukand, Mr. C. Y. Chintamani took the 
chair. The proceedings commenced with a hymn 
composed by the Kaja himself, sung by Mrs. 
Siddhanta. 

Dr. R. P. Paranjpye was the first speaker. 
He stressed the catholicity of outlook of Raja 
Rarnrnohun. Born and brought up in the midst of 
orthodoxy, Raja Rammohun had the breadth of 
vision to realise that the West had its good points 
which the East could profitably assimilate. He 
perceived that one of the principal causes of the 
downfall of India was the proneness of her people to 
hug the dead past and their refusal to adjust them- 
selves to changing conditions > 

Raja Rammohun Roy set himself to giving the 
outlook of his people a new orientation and bringing 
about harmony betiveen the East and West. He 
was a great reformer in all spheres, social, religious, 
moral, political and educational. The abolition of 
suttee was his crowning achievement, for which he 
laboured strenuously and ceaselessly. 

A great believer in liberty, he founded the 
Brahmo Samaj, and thus gave an impetus to indepen- 
dence of thought and the fearless pursuit of a new 
faith. Dr. Paranjpye pointed put how much India 
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owed to the Brahmo Samaj movement, which had 
comparatively few adherents but had produced some 
of th® greatest leaders of India. 

It was in no small measure due to Raja Ram- 
Tnohun Roy’s endeavours that a change came over 
the system of education in the country. Whatever 
the defects of modern education, it was a fact that 
the growth of nationalism in India was the outcome 
of that education, and thus Raja Rammohun Roy 
could justly be called the Rather of Modern India. 

Professor N. K. Siddhanta said that the present 
generation was in a position to appraise correctly the 
greatness of Raja Rammohun Roy, as a hundred 
years after his death it could now judge and decide 
dispassionately, while his contemporaries were preju- 
diced and overborne with sentiments and traditions 
which he challenged. What struck one most about 
Raja Rammohun Roy’s work was tlie colossal 
magnitude achieved in a short space of time. Pro- 
fessor Siddhanta said that Raja Rammohun Roy 
was, in addition to being the pioneer of reform, the 
Father of modern Indian journalism, and it was he 
that first protested against the Press Act of 1823, 

Dr. R. D. Wellons remarked that Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy was thorough in all he did, and the most 
outstanding thing that he had done was to secure the 
recognition of the rights of women. 

Dr. Miss Manchester said that when people 
glibly called Raja Rammohun Roy the pioneer of 
reform, they had to recollect that it meant his having 
encountered enormous opposition and obstruction. 

6 
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became directly responsible for the establishment of 
a Unitarian church in England. 

The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the chair proposed by R. B. Pandit Shyam Behari 
Misra. 

Allahabad. — Eloquent tributes of respect were 
paid to the memory of Raja Rammohun Roy, at a 
meeting held at Allahabad in the Prayag Mahila 
Vidyapitha Hall on 15th October in the evening 
under the auspices of the Bani IMandir, to celebrate 
the death Centenary of the Raja. Representatives 
of different communities, — Hindus, Muslims and 
Christians, — joined in the tributes paid to the great 
reformer who died a hundred years ago. Among 
those present at the meeting were Pandit Hriday 
Nath Kunzru, Mr. C. Y. Chintarnani, Mr. Kama* 
nanda Chatterjee, I^fr. Hari Mohan Roy, Mr. Abdul 
Majid Khwaja, Dr. Maury, ];)r. N. R. Dhar, Prof. 
A. C. Banerji, and Babu Sangam Lai. Mr. Gyanendra 
Chandra Banerji, retired District and Sessions Judge, 
presided. 

The proceedings opened with a song by the 
students of the Jagat Taran Girls’ School, a prayer 
by the president, a poem recited by Prof. R. R, 
Chakravarty, and a speech in Hindi by Pandit 
Kamal Narain Malaviya, a young student. 

Principal B. N# Kar of the Anglo- Bengali 
Intermediate College, addressing the meeting, referred 
mainly to the educational activities of Raja Rammo- 
hun Roy. He said that apart from his mastery of 
a large number of languages, Raja Rammohun Roy 
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was thoroughly educated in the wider sense of the 
term. He mastered the religious books of three 
important faiths, Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. 
It was a wonder to many lawyers and jurists of the 
day that he had wonderful legal acumen also. 

Rammohun Roy contributed a great deal to his 
own country. He raised the level of Indian life. 
He wanted tliat ancient Indian culture should be 
rescued from the inroads that were being made on it. 
That was his objective. The times were against him, 
and conditions most unfavourable. The period of his 
life was a very large period in the history of India. 
Dissensions, strifes, political factions, and otlier evils 
lilled the country. He had to sacrifice himself in 
many ways, but he was not deflected from what he 
thought to he the right path, and tried his level best 
to reach up to his ideals. He lielped others to found 
schools, and himself founded schools. He was also 
claimed, though the claim was disputed, to be the 
founder of Bengali prose. At any rate, his efforts 
for the furtherance of Bengali prose were of a very 
high order. Concluding, Mr. Kar <]uoted from Miss 
Collett the words : ‘‘Rammohun Roy stands in history 
as the living bridge over which India marches from 
her unmeasured past to her incalculable future.” 

Mr. Abdul Majid Khwaja said tliat from what he 
had read of Raja Rammohun Roy, it appeared that 
he was the first individual in India to make efforts to 
'bring about unity. His first work was to write a book, 
in which he dwelt on the oneness of God. He was 
not only first in modern India to advocate the oneness 
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of God, but he also emphasized in other ways that 
principle, and, Mr. Khwaja asserted, if the Hindus, 
and Muslims had acted on the principle advocated 
by Rammohun Roy, namely, that the Creator of all 
was one, the disputes that had cropped up in the 
modern age between Hindus and Muslims would not 
have seen the light of day. The speaker felt that 
Hindu-Muslim differences would have disappeared 
through unity of culture, the lesson of which was 
first given by Raja Rammohun Roy. He noticed 
that unity of culture existed in old days, but it was 
destroyed by modern culture. The speaker would 
feel that Raja Rammohun Roy had taken another 
birth, if people in this age began to pay attention 
to the principle of unity of culture, which could bring 
about complete unity in the country. 

Dr. Manry of Ewing Cdiristian College remarked 
that if they really respected Raja RaTnmohun Hoy, 
they ought to lend their support to e\'ery effort that 
he made for the uplift of the nation. 

Mr. G. C. Mukerji, speaking in Rengali, dwelt 
mainly on the quality of religious tolerance of Ram- 
niohun Roy, and Mr. j. K. Batabyal recounted his 
early adventures as a boy. 

Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee, Editor of the Modern 
Revieu', who happened to be in Allahabad in connec- 
tion with his treatment, then surveyed at some length, 
despite his indisposition, the life of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. He said that it was related in Rammohun 
Roy’s biography that he used to address his friends 
and associates, his colleagues as well as his disciples, 
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as ‘biradar’, a Persian word. That was the very 
index of the life of the man- lie never pretended 
to be either an incarnation of God, or a messenger 
of God, or a prophet ; but he simply wished that he 
should be taken as a brother, as a colleague, and 
Mr. Chatterjee said, those who tried to follow his 
example also looked upon him as an elder brother,, 
as a precursor, as a forerunner, as a man who fore- 
shadowed what India would be in the future, — not 
India alone, but in many respects the world also. 

Proceeding, Mr. Kamananda Chatterjee said 
that Rammoliun Roy seemed to be a most remark- 
able example of a unil'ier of people of different 
creeds and different races. He was a reconciler 
between tlie conllicting creeds, races and people in 
tliis world. In fact he was the greatest syntlietist 
of his age. Me was also, perhaps, tlie originator 
of the science of Comparative Theology. The idea 
of international fellowship, international co-opera- 
tion, — internationalism, — of which people were now 
beginning to talk, Kammohun Roy conceived and 
gave expression to more than a hundred years ago. 
In liis letter to the Foreign Minister of France 
which he had written on the question of demand 
of passports from foreigners, Raja Kammohun Roy 
referred to the methods of settlement of differences 
between difierent nations, and from that it would 
be seen, the speaker said, that a century ago Kam- 
mohun Roy outlined principles which afterwards 
led to the foundation of the League of Nations. 
The idea of Kammohun Roy that all men in the 
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world should share the joys and sorrows of one 
another, was not a mere theory with him. He actually 
practised what he professed to teach, and^ the 
speaker gave a few examples of it by referring to 
what Rammohun Roy wrote and did in respect of 
various other countries. He was such a lover of 
liberty that he had declared that if the law abolish- 
ing slavery, then on the legislative anvil, was not 
passed, and the people were not given liberty, he 
would give up residence in the Britisli Empire. He 
had great regard for the French Republic. 

As regards India, Rammohun Roy thought that 
all reforms were interdependent, and in fact he 
faced like a man all the burning problems of his 
day, political, social, economic and educational, and 
tried his best to solve them. Mr. Chatterjee said 
that the foundation of all the efforts of Rammohun 
Roy for the amelioration of the condition of India 
was religion. The root of all his efforts lay in 
religion ; but he did not think that his religion was 
the only religion. He accepted the principle that 
truth was to be found in all religions, and he in- 
cluded all men in his religious brotherhood. 

Referring to Rammohun Roy’s activities in 
connection with social reform, Mr. Chatterjee said 
that he did a great deal for the abolition of Sati. 
As regards the caste system, he published a tran- 
slation of a very ancient Sanskrit book which was 
against caste, and he demonstrated his belief against 
the caste system by crossing the ocean and taking 
food with non-Hindus. As regards the condition 
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of widows, he showed in the course of two pam- 
phlets that modern Hindu law was very unjust to 
widows, the older Hindu law giving a just and 
proper share to the widow in ancestral property. It 
was said that if Rammohun Roy had lived, he had 
in contemplation an enactment making the marriages 
of widows legal. As regards child marriage, 
nothing was to be found in his writings ; but there 
was an example in his family which indicated that 
he was opposed to child-marriage. In those days, 
when girls were married at the age of six, it was a 
courageous act on his part to have liis grand-daughter 
married at the age of 10. He was also in favour of 
the education of women. He condemned poly- 
gamy. 

Proceeding, Mr. Chatterjee said that Rammohun 
Roy’s love of freedom was so great that he would 
rather cease to exist than not be free. That was 
his idea of freedom, not only for himseif, but also 
for others. As regards his efibrts for the political 
freedom of tlie country, they knew what he did for 
the liberty of the Press, for the system of trial by 
jury, for the separation of executive from judicial 
functions (which had not taken place yet). 

About economic reforms, Rammohun Roy gave 
two tables showing how many millions of rupees 
were every year taken away to England. lie 
complained that when British servants went back 
to England on retirement, they not only took away 
wealth but also experience. But if the officers 
had been Indians, the experience would remain 
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i« IiuOa. His complaint, therefore, was that not 
only was there a drain of wealth, but also a drain 
of experience. Referring to Ramtnohun Roy's 
activities towards the uplift of peasants, Mr. Chatterjee 
said that Raininohun Roy was the first to propose 
that the rents of tenants should be fixed, and if 
they were excessive they should be reduced, and that 
all the peasants should be formed into a militia, so 
that the army expenditure might be reduced, and 
the people prepared for the defence of the count' y. 
As regards industry, he said that the caste system 
of the Hindus stood in the way of the improve- 
ment of industry, because people of some castes 
would not lay their hands to some kinds of handi- 
craft. He felt tliat if peoi)le got over their preju- 
dices, then they would become great industrialists. 
Rammohun Roy also felt that the caste system 
prevented unity, and that was one reason why they 
lacked patriotism. He, therefore, thought that for 
the sake of happiness in this world, they should get 
rid of caste restrictions. Referring to Rammohun 
Roy’s educational activities, the speaker said that 
he started various educational institutions and 
fought for western education. As regards the 
linguistic attainments of Rammohun Roy, Mr. 
Chatterjee said that he learnt so many languages 
in order to have knowledge of different sects. 

The president next addressed the audience in 
Bengali. An interesting programme of music was 
also arranged, and those who entertained the audi- 
ence with delightful songs were Srimati Malina 
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Mullick, Kumari Hena Mukerjee and Kumari Reba 
Dutta, while Srimati Pratibha Devi, daughter of the 
late *Mr. Durgacharan Banerjee recited a beautiful 
Bengali poem composed for the occasion . — The 
Leader^ Allcxhabad^ 16th Oct, 1933. 

Colombo. — Eloquent tributes to the memory 
of the late Raja Rammohun Roy were paid by 
the speakers at the meeting held under the 
auspices of the Central Y. M, C. A.. Fort, 
on 27th September afternoon, to celebrate the 
Centenary of his death. The meeting was held’ 
at the Gymnasium Hall of the Y. M. C. A., 
and was very largely attended, the gathering 
including a number of ladies. The Rev. J. G. 
W. Hendrie, Minister of St. Andrew’s Scots 
Kirk, presided. The proceedings opened with 
an invocation hymn (Tamil) sung by Mrs. 
N. P. Pillai. 

The Chairman, addressing the meeting , ex- 
plained that they had met that afternoon to 
have their memories refreshed about the ideals 
for which Raja Rammohun Roy had lived, and 
to pay a tribute to what he had in his lifetime 
accomplished. After referring to the fact that 
on his death Rammohun Roy was buried under 
the elm trees in the garden of his friend’s house 
in Bristol where he died, without any religious 
ceremony, and that 10 years later his remains 
were removed to one of the Bristol cemeteries, 
the Rev. Hendrie said that the life and work of 
Rammohun Roy were summed up by his friend 
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and successor in the memorial tablet over his 
grave (which Rev, Hendrie read out in full.) 

Rammohun Roy was born in the year ' in 
which the first Governor-General was appointed 
to India (1774), and belonged to a Brahmin 
family. The first period of Rammohun’s life 
might be taken as that extending up to 1790, 
when he was 16 years old, and up to that time 
his education had been directed by his father. 
He was sent to Patna to learn Persian and 
Arabic, and there he came into touch with 
Mahomedanism, and, he also supposed, with 
the Buddhist religion. Later, he was sent to 
Benares, the sacred Hindu city, to study the 
ancient Sanskrit language, and in 1790 he 
.returned home already convinced and deter- 
mined as an opponent of idolatry, a declared 
reformer. There was no peace in his family 
after his return home, as neither his father 
nor his mother could understand what had 
happened to their son, and they went to the 
•extreme length of driving him out of the home. 

For four years he wandered from province to 
province, and even to the frontiers of Tibet, 
-and it was not until 1796, when he was 22 years 
old, that he commenced the study of the English 
language, although later on he was a foremost 
supporter of Western education in India. It 
was then also that his opposition took definite 
shape to certain superstitious rites, particularly 
in connection with the treatment of women. 
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In 1804 his father died and with a freer hand 
he began publishing pamphlets in Persian, 
Arabic and Bengali. In this he was an expert, 
and, to quote a sentence from his own work, — 
because that sentence explained why the speaker 
had been selected to take the chair that evening, 
—“this (the publication of the pamphlets) raised 
such a feeling against me that I was at last 
deserted by every person except two or three of 
my Scottish friends ; and to the nation to which 
they belong 1 always feel grateful.” (Applause). 

From 1800 until 1812 he was employed in 
Government service in various parts of Bengal, 
but in 1814 he retired, and came to Calcutta,, 
and built a house which became the centre of 
the church v/hicli was to become the Brahmo 
Samaj. From that time he devoted himself 
entirely to social reforms, politics, and always 
and specially religion, because he realised what 
they were to-day apt to lose sight of, namely, 
that without a sound religious faith, social 
reform was likely to bring no results at all. 

From that year until his death, he worked 
for the social cause, for religious tolerance, and 
for truth. Finally in 1830, he went to England, 
it being said of him that he was the first Indian 
of rank and influence who had ventured to 
break through the inveterate prejudices of 
centuries by crossing the black waters. He 
went to England because he feared that the 
law which had been passed abolishing Sati 
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might not be confirmed by Parliament, and he 
saw that reform through its very last stages. 
Whilst he was in England he was received 
by the King and by leaders of thought. He 
gave evidence before several committees. But 
he was never to return. He took ill of fever, 
and died on the 27tli September, 1833. 

A Bengali solo was then charmingly ren- 
dered by Mrs, Das Gupta. 

Dr. Ram, speaking next, dwelt on Rammohun 
Roy s work on behalf of Indian women. His 
courage and determination were the chief 
weapons he used in his work for women. Ram- 
mohun Roy in his time felt that the women of 
India were not occupying the place which they 
had occupied in ancient times, and that there 
were many disabilities which they suffered, 
the greatest of which was the custom of 
Sati, i, e„ the burning of widows alive on the 
funeral pyres of their husbands. He was first 
roused to the horrors of that awful custom by 
the burning of his own sister-in-law with her 
husband's remains, and from that time he 
worked incessantly for 15 years to bring about 
a reform. In the course of further remarks, 
Dr. Ram described Rammohun Roy's work 
against polygamy, and said that in his will he 
had disinherited any son or relative who had 
more than one wife at any one time. He never 
placed any convention or custom higher than 
what he considered to be right. 



Mrs. Das Gupta then gave another solo 
.rendering of a Bengali song to the great apprecia- 
.tion*of the audience. 

Mr. K. P. S. Menon, addressing the gather- 
ing next, said that a hundred years had passed 
since the death of Raja Rammohun Roy, but 
his fundamental dream, the spiritual and cultural 
unity of India, still remained unfulfilled. Per- 
haps the more critical among them might say 
that that meant that either his dream was 
unattainable, or that Rammohun Roy was not 
capable of realising his dream. Let them 
frankly admit that Rammohun Roy was not 
successful in seeing his dream fulfilled, but let 
them at the same time remember that success 
and greatness were not convertible terms. Not 
all succssful men were great. If they were 
identical one with the other, one of the greatest 
men in the world to-day would be Lord Rother- 
mere, (Laughter) ; and one of the greatest 
pieces of literature would be His Lordship’s 
“Daily Mail.” (Renewed laughter.) In judging 
the greatness of men like Rammohun Roy, how- 
ever, they must adopt a higher criterion than 
success, — not what he did for his own gene- 
ration, but what he left for succeeding gene- 
rations to accomplish. 

He did not for a moment say that Rammohun 
Roy was deficient in practical achievement, or 
that he was a mere dreamer, and only a vision *- 
ary. He was a dreamer, but he was also a 
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realist, who dreamed by night and worked by 
day. He had a positive passion for work, 
and he did as much work and achieved as 
much as would crowd into a hundred lives, 
and in that respect he was undoubtedly great. His 
most notable triumph was in the sphere of 
social reform. Dr. Ram had given them a 
fascinating account of Rammohun Roy’s cham- 
pionship of the cause of women, but perhaps Dr. 
Ram was too modest to say how much the women 
had championed the cause of Rammohun Roy. 
(Laughter.) But for the kindness of women in 
Tibet he might have died, unwept, unhonoured, 
unsung. He was the knight-errant of women, 
and remained always a favourite of women. ... 

Mr. Menon then went on to speak of Ram- 
mohun Roy’s successful efforts to suppress Sati, 
and said that he was always on the side of 
the under-dog. The cry of the under-dog always 
reached him, no matter from where it came. 
His sympathies were more than national ; they 
were international. While discussing Ram- 
mohun Roy’s work in the cause of religion, Mr. 
Menon recounted the problems that confronted 
him. ... 

At the conclusion of Mr, Menon’s speech 
the Chairman offered a few remarks, and the 
meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the speakers and to the ladies who provided the 
musical items, proposed by the Rev. F. Kings- 
bury. — (Ceylon Daily News, Colombo, Sept, 28 ,)* 
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Calcutta Sadharan Brahmo SamaJ. — The Ram- 
mohun Roy Centenary waa celebrated in the 
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, Calcutta, according to 
the following programme : — 

On 26th August Prof. Dhirendranath Chow- 
dhury Vedantavagis, M. A., delivered a lecture on 
the Religion founded by the Raja. He pointed out 
clearly how Indian religious life had deviated for 
about 2500 years since the foundation of Buddhism 
from the paths traced by the Rishis of the Vedas 
and and Upanishads, and how the Raja had redis- 
covered the true religion of the Hindus, and how 
it might one day come to be the universal religion 
of humanity. On 2nd September Prof. Rajanikanta 
Guha, M. A. delivered a lecture on the Influence 
and Work of the Raja in building the Indian 
Nation. On 9bh September Babu Krishnakumar 
Mitra, b. a, delivered a lecture on the Social and 
other reforms inaugurated by the Raja. On 16th 
September Dr. Hiralal Haidar, M, A , ph. d , deli- 
vered a lecture in English on the Universal 
Religion of the Raja, On the 23rd September the 
late lamented Mrs. Kamini Roy, b.a.. presided over 
a meeting in which Miss Jyotirmayi Ganguli, M, a. 
and Mrs. Kumudini Bose, Saraswati, b. a., spoke 
on the work of the Raja for the amelioration of 
the condition of the Hindu women. 

On the 24th September, Sunday, the morning 
service was conducted by Babu Sris Chandra Bay,. 

7 
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Vedantabhushan, u. A., who preached a sermon on 
the Religion of the Raja. In the evening the 
service was conducted by Babu Rajanikanta. 
Guha, M. A., who preached a sermon on Raja Ram- 
mohun and Brahmopasana. On 25th September^ 
Monday, the morning service was conducted by 
Mrs. Avanti Bhattacharya for ladies. In the eve- 
ning Prof. Dhirendranath Chowdhury, Vedanta- 
vagis, M A., delivered a lecture on the Religious 
sadhana of the Raja, who performed the diffioult 
vrata of Purascharan 22 times. 

On the 26th September Pandit Sitanath Tattva* 
bhushan conducted the morning service in English, 
and preached a sermon on the Methods of the 
Raja’s religious sadhana. lu the evening Babu 
Krishnakumar Mitra, b. a., delivered a lecture on 
tjbe Raja’s services to India, with special reference 
to the Bengali language and other reforms. 

On the 27th, the main day of the Celebrations, 
service was conducted in the Samaj Mandir at 
7 A. M. by Babu Satis Chandra Chakravarti, who 
preached a sermon on the Greatness of the Raja 
as a man. The other functions of this day held 
Rt the Rammohun Library have already been 
described (p. 1.) 

On the 28th there was divine service in the 
Mandir in the morning and evening, Babu 
Pratul Chandra Som and Babu Bhabasindbu Dattar 
.respectively conducting the services. 
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Calicut. -^Leading people of the town re- 
presenting all castes and creeds, convened a 
public meeting on 11th September under the 
presidency of Mr. Pattathil Narayana Menon, 
M.A., retired Chief Judge of the Cochin 

Chief Court, to concert measures to celebrate the 
Centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy in a fitting 
manner. Messrs. Manjeri Ramaier, b.a., ill., 
Swami Dharmanand, Brahmo worker, and Syed 
Mohammed made short speeches on different 
aspects of the life of the Raja, and impressed on 
the audience the desirability and necessity of 
celebrating the Centenary. On the motion of Mr. 
Ramaier, which was seconded by Mr. K. K. 
Pokker, b.a., b.l., it was unanimously resolved to 
celebrate the Centenary on the 27th September. 
Swami Dharmanand then moved a resolution 
constituting a Centenary Celebration Committee 
.with Mr. Pattathil Narayana Menon as its Presi- 
dent, Messrs. V. R. Nayanar, b.a., member, Ser- 
vants of India Society, and K. Achuthan, Secre- 
tary, Brahmo Samaj, Calicut, as Joint Secretaries, 
and 12 other persons as members of the Com- 
mittee, to make arrangements for the Centenary 
celebrcitions. It was seconded by Mr. N. Krishna 
Pillai, B.A., B.L., and carried unanimously. 

Under the joint auspices of the Calicut 
Brahmo Samaj and the Centenary Celebration 
'Committee, a varied programme was gone through 
from the 24th to the 27th September 1933 with 
gteat success. 
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On the 24th evening, Rao Sahib. Dr, A, 
Gopalan conducted divine service in the Brahma 
Mandir, and Mr, Syed Mohammed delivered a 
lecture on Rammohun’s various activities. On 
the 25th evening, sacred readings were con- 
ducted by Swami Dharmanand, and Mr, V, R. 
Nayanar, r.a*, spoke on the greatness of the 
Raja in different fields of activity. On the 26Lh 
noon about 700 poor people, including many 
Harijans. were fed at the premises of the Brahmo. 
Samaj by the Centenary Celebration Committee, 
the necessary funds having been collected by 
public subscription. Mention should be made 
here of the able and efficient manner in 
which the work in connection with the feeding 
was done by Mr. B. G, Ayathan, one of the 
Committee members. This was followed by a 
special divine service in the Samaj Mandir by Dr. 
A. B. Das, and a lecture by Swami Pranavaiiand 
Saraswati of the Punjab, an Arya Samajist, He 
spoke at length on the life and teachings of 
the Raja. 

On the 27th morning a memorial divine service 
was conducted by Mr. B. S. T, Mudaliar, Presi- 
dent of the Samaj, At 3 p. m., a procession 
started from Shanti Gardens at Chevayoor with 
placards and music, and led by Rao Sahib Dr, A, 
Gopalan, reached the Samaj Mandir. and at 
3-15 p.Mt, a special prayer was offered there by 
Swami Dharmanand, A large procession was 
then formed from the Samaj Mandir and proceed- 
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ed to the Town Hall with placards^ and a life-size 
portrait of Rammohun Roy with music and band. 
The •procession was led by Dr. Gopalan, Mr. 
B. S. T. Mudaliar and others. It passed through 
some of the important streets of Calicut, making 
a deep impression on the minds of the people, 
and reached the Town Hall at 4-30 where 
a public meeting was held under the presidency 
of Swami Suvicharanand. 

The Hall which was gaily decorated, was 
occupied to its full capacity by people of all 
castes and creeds, and many people had to stand 
in the verandah for want of accommodation in 
the hall. Booklets on the life history of Ram- 
mohun Roy in Malayalam were distributed 
among the audience by the Centenary Celebra- 
tion Committee. Copies of the booklet were 
also sent to the interior parts of the district for 
free distribution. 

The public function began with hymns on the 
Raja specially composed for the occasion, and 
sung melodiously by three Harijan boys. Mr. 
Pattathil Narayana Menon, President of the 
Centenary Celebration Committee, in his opening 
speech referred to the religious ideals of Ram- 
mohun Roy and to the Brahmo Samaj which 
embodies those ideals. He said that Rammohun 
was one of the greatest men ever born in India, 
A Brahmin by birth, he became the pioneer of all 
spiritual, social, educational, and political move- 
ments in India. 
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After the President'^ introductory speech, Mr. 
V. R. Nayanar, Joint Secretary of the Committee, 
read a brief report of the work done by the 
Committee. This was followed by a speech in 
English by Mrs. T. P. Kurien, b.a., l.t. She 
referred to the disabilities under which women 
suffered at the time of the Raja, and to his 
earnest and successful endeavours to ameliorate 
their condition. Sreemati Parvati Nenmini- 
mangalam, a Nambudri lady, who spoke next, 
also referred to the services rendered by the Raja 
to the unfortunate women-folk of the country. 
She narrated in brief but well-chosen words the 
career of Raja Rammohun Roy. and emphasised 
the importance of his work in connection with 
the abolition of Suttee and Polygamy. She stressed 
his greatness as the centre of religious, political 
and economic activities, a century back. Sreemati 
Parvati Antharjanam declared that Rammohun 
was very far in advance of his times, and even 
today many of the so-called liberals seemed to be 
mere conservatives by his side. Next. Rev. H. A. 
Popley. B.A.. delivered a very impressive and 
instructive lecture on the universality of the 
Raja's religion. In the course of his speech, he 
dwelt on the Raja as a pioneer in all fields of 
public activity in Modern India. He was "the 
builder of the bridge", linking the very souls of 
different nationalities. He was a citizen of the 
world. Rev. Mr. Popley added that it was a 
pity that our children were now taught in schools 



CALICUT 


105 


more of the Black Hole of Calcutta and Lord 
Clive's adventures than of the life and works 
of^men like Raja Rammohun Roy. Mr. M. V. 
Alikoya next spoke on other aspects of the Raja's 
life. Swami Dharmanand next spoke on Ram- 
mohun Roy and the Brahmo Samaj. 

The President then presented a medal 
awarded by Dr. C. M. Ayathan for the best 
essay on '*Rammohun Roy. the Father of Modern 
India", in memory of his deceased son. The 
competition was open only to students of High 
Schools in Malabar. The Medal was won by 
George T. Joshua, a student of Tellicherry. 

Swami Dharmanand next moved and Mr. V. R. 
Nayanar seconded a resolution in the Committee 
for opening a poor house in Calicut in remem- 
brance of the Centenary Celebrations. Another 
resolution requesting the Calicut Municipal 
Council to re-name the Chintavalappe Road near 
the Brahma Mandir as “Rammohun Road" was 
moved from the Chair. Both the resolutions were 
unanimously adopted. With the President's 
concluding speech and a vote of thanks the plea- 
sant and successful function came to a close at 
about 7-30 p.m. 

At the instance of the Centenary Celebration 
Committee, all local newspapers published special 
articles on the life and teachings of the Raja. 
In this connection mention should be made of 
the West Coast Spectator edited by Mr. Kallat 
Raghavan. a prominent member of the Calicut 
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Br^hmo Samaj. Its issue of the 24th September 
was largely devoted to articles on various aspects 
of the Raja's life* 

The Centenary Celebration Committee has 
had the whole-hearted co-operation of many of 
the leading men of this town in making the cele- 
brations the great success it has been* The 
Crown Cinema Company and the Radha Picture 
Palace exhibited the notice of the celebrations on 
the screen for several nights* Leading members of 
the public like Mr. Manjeri Ramaier were largely 
responsible for collecting necessary funds* 

Alleppey (Travancore)* — The celebration of 
the Centenary of the death of Raja Ramniohun 
Roy took place at Alleppey from the 27th 
September to the 4th October 1933* On all these 
days there were divine services conducted by Messrs. 
E. Subbukrishnaiya, P. Kunhi Raman, and K. K. 
Madhavan, which were attended by the members and 
friends of the Samaj. On the 27th and 28th Septem- 
ber, public meetings were held in a shamiana erected 
for the purpose near the Mandir, and at the Mullak- 
kal Christian Institute, under the presidentship of 
Mr, S. Bahadur P. S. Mohamed and Rev. C. C. 
Thommen, respectively. Mr. M. C. Narayanan, and 
Mr. S. K. George, M.a,, b^D., spoke on the 27th, and 
Mr. Balakrishnan Thampi, B.A., b.L*, m.l.c and Mr. 
E. Subbukrishnaiya spoke on the 28th. On both 
the occasions Mr. Kunhi Raman welcomed the 
people and made suitable speeches explaining to the 
audience the object of the Celebrations, 
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On the 29th there was a Children’s Gathering in 
the Mandir, when about 80 children gathered. They 
were tiddressed by both Mr. E. Subbukrishnaiya and 
Mr. Kunhi Raman, after which refreshments were 
served to them. 

On the 30th September and on the 1st October 
a Religious Convention was held, where representa- 
tives of Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam 
spoke on the first day, and those of Narayana 
Dharma, Ananda-Matam, Atma-Vidya Sangha and 
Brahmoism spoke on the second day. These meetings 
were largely attended, and they were conducted ably 
by Mr. K. Sankara Subba Iyer, B.A., n.L., District 
and Sessions Judge, and Mr. Vein Menon, B.A., B.L.* 

On the 2nd October a Ladies’ Gathering was 
arranged under the Presidentship of Miss Vedakanun, 
M.A., L.T., and speeches were made on the life of 
Rammohun Roy by the lady speakers, Miss Bhargavi, 
Mrs. Aiyappan, and Mrs. Rohini Kunhi Raman. 

On the 3rd October, a meeting was held specially 
for the benefit of the depressed classes, who gathered 
in the pandal in large numbers inspite of a down-pour 
of rain. Speeches were made on the occasion by 
Mr. Valoon, M.L.C., of Ernakulam, a representative 
of the Depressed Classes in the Cochin State Legis- 
lative Council, Mr. Velu Kutti Menon of the Nair 
Service Society, and Mr. E. Subbukrishnaiya. Mr. 
Balakrishnan Thampi, B.A., b.l., m.l.c. of Trava#- 
core presided on the occasion. 

On Wednesday, the 4th October, the last day of 
the celebrations, a Social Party was held, in which 
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representatives of all classes were present, and the 
whole celebrations came to a happy termination with 
the singing of Mangalam by the members of the 
Alleppey Samaj. 

The following summary of the speeches made at 
the Convention of Religions held under the president- 
ship of Mr. K. S. S. Iyer on 30 th September is given 
by the Hindu of Madras : — 

The Chairman, in opening the Session, said that 
it was quite appropriate and in the fitness of things 
that such a Convention should be held in connection 
with the Centenary celebrations of Raja Rammohun 
Roy, inasmuch as Rammohun made the first efforts 
in India to create a common platform for all religions 
to come together. 

Mr. A. Krishna Aiyar, B.A., B.D., addressed the 
gathering on Hinduism. He said that whereas 
every religion could be traced to its origin, Hinduism 
alone stood out ancient and untraceable in its origin. 
So it was claimed to be the Sanatana Dharma. It was 
not to be mistaken with any particular system of 
practice by castes within it Caste system or 
Varnasrama-dharma was according to guna and 
karma. 

Mr. Manjeri Ramakrishna Aiyar, B. a., l. t.,. 
Headmaster, Sanatana Dharma Vidyasala, spoke on 
“Buddhism.” He compared Rammohun Roy to 
jiliddha, whom he characterised as the “rebellious 
child of Hinduism” in the words of Swami Viveka- 
nanda. He said that Buddha was the greatest 
missionary the world ever produced. 
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Eev. A. G. Verghese, speaking on Christianity^ 
maintained that man could not attain salvation by 
following the spirit of law alone, remaining sinful 
at heart. 

Mr. A. M. Kunju Mahomed, speaking on Islam, 
emphasised the ideal of brotherhood preached by 
Mahomed the Prophet, which alone could secure to 
man peace and happiness. 

The Chairman, in winding up the proceedings, 
said that whatever might be the path by which 
people had to tread, the goal being the same, it was 
useless to argue about the relative importance of 
various religions. People must be true to their 
faiths, and act according to their convictions, so that 
people of all faiths might march together hand in 
hand towards the common goal. 

Vizagapatam. — The Centenary of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy was celebrated at Vizagapatam on 
15th October. The programme included a num- 
ber of meetings at different centres. 

(l) There was a meeting in the Hindu Reading 
Room at 8 a.m.,. presided over by Mr. B. Venka- 
tapathi Raju. c, r. e,, where Mr. P. Satya- 
narayana, Mr. Prata Narasimham and Mr. V. 
Suryanarnyanamurti addressed the public on the 
life and teachings of Raja Rammohun Roy.^ 
(2) At the same time another public meeting was 
held in the Kurupam Market, with Professor ||Mi. 
Venkatarangaiyya in the chair, and addresses were 
given by Messrs. K. S. Gupta and K. Suryanara- 
yanamurti on the work and achievements of Ram- 
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mohun Roy. (3) The third meeting was held in the 
Fort Mahomedan School, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. A. V. Bhanoji Rao. Municipal Chairman, 
when Messrs. K. Namassiva Rao, V. Ramabrah- 
man, and Karri Souranna spoke on the ideals of 
the great son of India. ( 4 ) A fourth meeting was 
held in the Allipuram Municipal School under 
the presidentship of Mr. V. Sambamurti Somara- 
julu, when Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao, Mr. V. Buchi 
Sundara Rao and others spoke on the influence 
of the teachings of Rammohun Roy on the present 
times. 

(5) At 4 p. M., a special meeting for ladies was 
held in the Hindu Reading Room with Srimati 
Ankitam Rama Devi in the chair, and several 
ladies addressed the gathering. 

(6) In the evening a monster meeting of the 
public was held in the Victoria Diamond Jubilee 
Town Hall, which commenced with a fervent 
prayer by Prof. P. Ramaswami, Principal of the 
P. R. College. Cocanada. 

Mr. B. Vcnkatapathi Raju, while proposing 
Dr. Sir S. Radhakrishnan to the presidential 
chair, announced to the meeting that the Vizaga- 
patam Municipality had granted the request of 
the public to name the public road leading from 
the town into the Harbour after Rammohun Roy, 
aiM to permit a bromide photograph of Raja 
Rammohun Roy to be placed in the Town Hall, 
He then requested Sir S. Radhakrishnan to unveil 
the portrait. 
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Sir S, Radhakrishnan, in the course of his 
address, said that when Raja Rammohun Roy 
died* a century ago at Bristol, his message and 
his work could not have been so very well and 
widely known as they were to-day throughout 
the whole of the country. His influence was 
infinitely greater to-day over India than it had 
been when he lived. And that was undoubtedly 
due to the celebration every year in every part 
of the country of his death anniversary. 

Continuing, Sir S. Radhakrishnan said : We 
are to-day entering upon a different political 
future. We see around us racial and communal 
feuds which are threatening our future. Attempts 
are being made to divide the country, and not to 
strengthen it by creating unity. Our social 
difficulties are exaggerated into national propor- 
tions. We require a remedy for this state of 
affairs, and the message of Raja Rammohun Roy 
is peculiarly appealing at this time. We are 
struggling for the development of national self- 
respect and unity. A juster social order and a 
more stable unity are necessary for the realisation 
of our social and -political ambitions and the 
achievement of our national progress. It is there- 
fore imperative^that all patriots and political and 
social reformers should find out what is wrong 
with our nation. We must be able to discern 
what are the essentials and non-essentials of reli- 
gion* The Mahabharata has stated : ^Whatever 
is offensive to your mind, do it not unto others'* 
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It is a gospel of universality, a gospel of inclusive- 
ness. There is to-day a divergence between 
principles] and practice. The message of Ram- 
mohun Roy should help to bring abouta recon- 
ciliation ^between the two, and to clear up 
maladjustments. 

There has been a very ordinary criticism in 
recent times that religion and politics should be 
kept apart. So long as we interpret both in a 
narrow sense, the criticism is well deserved ; but 
there is an essential sense in which religion is 
politics, and all politics is the highest kind of 
religion. If politics means communalism, secta- 
rianism, job-hunting, etc., then it is purely 
selfish, and there is no religion in it. Our own 
great reformer of the present age, Gandhi ji, has 
said that there are many people who are really 
politicians at heart, but put on the garb of religi- 
ous men, while there are many religious men who 
deal with politics. Gandhiji's great interest in 
politics is to establish the essential principles of 
religion by truth and non-violence. We might 
criticise his methods, but the fundamentals are 
there. We shall never be able to establish unity 
in the country until we understand the fundamen- 
tal truth underlying society, and build up a stabler 
and juster social order. Raja Rammohun Roy 
was an ardent patron and an intensely religious 
man, and he went to England not so much for 
the attainment of a religious task, as with a poli- 
tical obiect in view for the furtherance of India's 
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happiness. He realised that, until the people 
built up a more equitable social order, no unity 
could •be achieved, It is absolutely imperative 
that before we are able to work together as a 
single nation, harmony and unity must be establi- 
shed, — not a unity by calculation but one from 
deeper motives. The motive force of Rammohun 
Roy’s religion was a deep faith in the in-dwelling 
God. Dogmas might differ, but all religions 
speak with one voice as far as essentials are 
concerned. The one golden thread running 
through all religions is compassion for suffering 
humanity. The essence of all religions is service 
to humanity, for there is nothing nobler than 
humanity. 

Dr. Radhakrishnan then unveiled the beautiful 
portrait of Raja Rammohun Roy, a gift by Mr. B. 
Venkatapathi Raju, which the Vizagapatam Muni- 
cipality had permitted to be hung up in the Town 
Hall, and in doing so, said that if the memory of 
that great son of India served to kindle in us a 
desire to follow his example, the celebration of the 
Centenary would have helped us along the road 
to a solution of our present difficulties. 

Mr, V, Srinivasa Rao then read a paper giving 
a critical biographical sketch of the life of Raja 
Rammohun Roy. 

Miss Kameswarmma dealt with the incalculable 
services rendered by Rammohun Roy to the 
women of India in securing the abolition of Suttee, 
recognition of more equitable inheritance rights 
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for widows, and improving their condition in 
generaL 

Mr* Abdul Huck, speaking in Urdu, said** that 
it was not right to say that Rammohun was merely 
a Hindu. He transcended every form of religion, 
but comprehended all religions, and more than 
anything else, he carried the Islamic monism into 
every sphere of his activity, and established cosmo- 
politanism. 

Dr. P, Kutumbayya, Babu Chakravarti, Dr. 
T. A. Purushottam, Dr. R. Krishna Rao, Dr, 
T. R. Seshadri, and Professor P. Ramaswami 
also addressed the gathering. 

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, in bringing the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting to a successful termination, 
said that the various speakers had made a com- 
parison between the condition of India a century 
ago and the condition as it at present existed, and 
then speculated on the future. We in India had 
lived in this holy land for millenniums, and al- 
though we had made mistakes, not an age had 
passed in the history of our country without 
producing a saint, not a single generation had 
passed in which types of great religious austerities 
had not been produced, from the great Buddha of 
the old to the present Mahatma Gandhi. Inces- 
sant had been the contribution of India to the cult 
of spiritual religion. So far as great spiritual 
ideals are concerned, India had kept the lamp 
alight during all the centuries. 

Referring to a remark made by Dr. T. A, 
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Purushottam that when asked about religion 
several young men emphatically stated that they 
considered that "religion was bunkum,” Dr* 
Radhakrishnan remarked that he had a great deal 
of sympathy for those young men. Religion 
to-day consisted of ritual. The so-called anti- 
religious movement in Russia was not so much 
directed against religion as such, but against an 
injustice perpetrated by an established body in 
not improving the condition of the millions com- 
mitted to its care, The proletariat only wished to 
establish a social brotherhood in the world. True 
religion might be defined as "spiritual good 
manners.” Just as we had in society certain 
good manners, even so had we in matters of 
religion, which it was the duty of every individual 
who claimed to be cultured to possess. Therefore 
universality and spiritual good manners were 
matters of one’s own personal experience. They 
formed the cardinal principles of the Upanishads. 
Raja Rammohun Roy was able to achieve what 
he did, because he knew what was the husk and 
what was the essence in religion. 

With a vote of thanks, the meeting came to a 
close. — (The Hindu, Madras), 

Guntur. — The Celebration of the Rammohun 
Roy Centenary at Guntur commenced with 
Divine service in the Prayer Hall of the Prar- 
thana Samaj on the morning of the 27th Sep- 
tember 1933. Mr. T. S. Prakasam b.a., l.t. offi- 
ciated as Minister on the occasion. There was 
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fefding of the poor at noon at the Annadana 
Saraa j , 

In the evening the portrait of Rammohun Roy 
was taken in procession with Bhajan from the 
Mandir to the Municipal Public Library, where 
a public meeting was held under the president- 
ship of Mr. A Kaleswara Rao b.a., ill. of 
Bezwada, who is much respected in the Andhra 
country as a selfless patriot, a social reformer, 
and a national leader. The proceedings com- 
menced with a hymn. The speeches are thus 
summarised in the Madras papers : — 

Mr. A. Kaleswara Rao in his opening speech 
said that we were passing through the days 
of Asiatic renaissance and struggle for national 
freedom carried on by every Asiatic country, and 
that Rammohun was rightly called the Founder 
of Modern India and of Indian Renaissance. 

He was born and lived at a time when the 
East and West came together permanently, when 
the British Rule was being established in India, 
and when scientific, political, and economic move- 
ments were going on in the West. He wanted 
that his country also, which had been in spiritual, 
moral and political decadence, should become 
once more a great nation, Rammohun deplored 
that the country should have been divided 
into innumerable warring creeds, sects, and 
castes. He was a profound scholar in several 
languages and studied Hinduism, Islam, Chris- 
tianity and Buddhism in their original, and 
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rtnade a synthesis of all these great religioiu^ 
and declared that there was an underlying 
.unity* in all of them, and that was the Father- 
*hood of God and Brotherhood of Man. He 
wanted that his countrymen should give up 
the appalling superstitions and sectarianism, and 
go back to Monotheism as preached by the 
.Upanishads. the Qoran and the New Testament. 

His great contribution to religious reform 
was invaluable even today, as our salvation lay 
in understanding and appreciating the fundamen- 
tal unity of all religions existing in India, and 
rising above communalism and sectarianism 
which are the greatest barriers to our national 
progress. The sympathetic understanding of, 
and the respect and tolerance for, the variolas 
religious sects, as preached and practised by 
Rammohun Roy, is even today an invaluable 
asset for national solidarity. Continuing, Mr, 
Rao said, the Trust Deed of the Brahmo Samaj, 
where all persons without distinction of caste 
and creed could meet together on equal terms 
and worship the common Father, was a docu- 
ment of national importance. It was only on 
the fundamental principle of Fatherhood of God 
and Brotherhood of Man, for the enunciation 
of which Rammohun Roy strove throughout life 
and made great sacrifices, that we could fight 
for the removal of the untouchability and oth^r 
inequities of caste and creed, and establish a real 
social democracy. 
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#Mr. Rao declared that Raja Rammohun Roy, 
Mustafa Kemal Pasha, and Mahatma Gandhi 
were the greatest friends of womanhood* as tliey 
abolished Sati, removed Purda, and made women 
equal partners in national struggles and national 
freedom, respectively. Rammohun wanted that 
his countrymen should become modern in out- 
look and thought by imbibing western sciences 
and western political and economic ideas, without 
at the same time destroying the inherent spiritual 
genius of India. He had a vision of Modern India 
as changed by political freedom from England 
a hundred years after him. Mr. Rao said that 
India’s natural aspiration for self-determination 
could be traced to him . — {The Swarajya, Madras.) 

Mr. V. Bhavanachary. the President of the 
Celebration Committee, then requested the Chair- 
man of the Municipal Council to accept and 
unveil the photograph of Rammohun Roy in the 
Municipal Library . 

Mr, N. V. L* Narasimharao thanked Mr. 
Bhavanachary and the Celebration Committee 
for the presentation of the picture to the Muni- 
cipality, and said that it was in the fitness of 
things that the photo of a great and modern sage 
like Rammohun Roy should adorn the walls 
of the Municipal Library. 

Speaking next, Srimati V. Padmasanamma, B.A.. 
member of the Andhra University Senate, said 
that to correctly assess the value of the services 
rendered by Rammohun Roy to this country. 
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one should peep into his times and realise Ihe 
gre^t obstacles that were thrown in his way by 
society. She referred to the facts of Rammohun 
Roy going to Thibet at the age of fifteen to 
discuss with Buddhist monks, and his being saved 
from persecution by the women of that country. 
That was the reason, perhaps, for his champion- 
ing the cause of Indian women, and for his 
ceaseless efforts at abolishing the cruel custom of 
Sati. The speaker also referred to his campaign 
against polygamy* and his efforts to secure for 
women legal rights to property. The women ot 
India, the speaker concluded^ would always 
cherish his memory with gratitude. 

Mr. K. Satyanarayana Chowdhary said that 
he differed from those who thought that Rammo- 
hun Roy had founded a new religious school. In 
the speaker’s opinion it was not so, Rammohun 
was a universalist, who strove for establishing 
a common platform for all religions. Rammohun 
was truly the Father of Modern India, and his 
memory would be ever green in the minds of 
his countrymen. 

Mr. Perupettan. j»>,a.. r.t., said that what 
struck him most in Raja Rammohun’s life was 
his great tolerance for other religions and his 
inoffensiveness, his great love for truth, and his 
courage of conviction. It behoved them all to 
contemplate on his life ; for admiration would 
beget imitation, and imitation would beget rege- 
neration. 
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Janab Ahmed Abdulla Sheriff Sahib, b.a.. 
L.T.*, speaking next, said that he fancied that 
*‘Ram' was equivalent to ‘Rahim’ in Arabic, 
which meant the compassionate, the merciful, 
the alluring and captivating. Rammohun 
worked all his life for preaching the Fatherhood 
of God and Brotherhood of man. He saw that 
religion was universal, and there was no place 
in it for castes and creeds. The speaker appealed 
to the Hindu community to show to his com- 
munity the same love and tolerance as Raja 
Rammohun Roy showed, and assured them that 
the Muslims would grasp the hands of the 
Hindus, and endeavour along with them to 
realise their common goal whatever the obstacles 
might be. 

Mr. Saranu Ramaswami Chowdhari also* 
spoke eulogising the manifold services of Ram- 
mohun Roy. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks 
by Mr. Y. Jogiraju, li.sc., the Secretary of 
the Celebration Committee . — The Hindu, Madras, 

Madras Women’s Conference. — At a meeting 
of the Madras Women’s C-onference held lately Dr. 
Muthulakshmi Reddi moved the following reso- 
lution : — This Conference pays its respectful and 
grateful homage to Raja Rammohun Roy during his 
Centenary Celebration, for his inestimable services to* 
humanity, to his country, and to the cause of Indian 
womanhood in particular, and appeals to the public 
to subscribe liberally towards his memory. 
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Mrs. Muthulakshmi Reddi said that as the coura- 
geous champion of the women’s cause Raja Ram- 
mofiun Roy had surpassed any reformer, ancient or 
modern. At his time when not a single woman, in 
the East or in the West could raise her voice against 
the oppressive customs to which women were subject- 
ed, he had dared to challenge his own sex to prove 
that women were in any way inferior to men, and to 
declare that women deserved a better treatment at their 
hands. Equally strong and convincing was his stand 
against polygamy and child-marriage. In his will 
he had stated that if any one of his heirs married 
more than one wife, he should be disinherited of his 
property. His essay on the ‘^ancient rights of females” 
showed that if he had lived long enough he would 
haved reformed the Hindu Law of inheritance so as 
to give a share to the wuves, to the widows, and to the 
daughters from their ancestral property. When 
women were now in a position to demand equal 
opportunities and equal citizen rights and adequate 
representation in the future constitution of their 
country, it w’as incumbent on them, nay it was their 
sacred duty, to express their love and gratitude and 
reverence to that great personality who was the first 
to raise the banner of revolt on their behalf against 
all oppressive customs that hamper the w^omen’s 
progress. 

The resolution, after being seconded, was carried 
amidst cheers . — The Hindu, Madras. 

Berhampur (Ganjam), Utkal Sadhanasram. — 

The Ram mob un Roy Centenarjr was celebrated 
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by the Utkal Sadkanasiarn nfc Berhanipur on the 
13th Septeniber. Special Divine Service was 
conducted by Hahn Jayainanp^al Kafcfi, who 
preached a eermon oti tiie Raja’a life and teaching!-*. 
Intercaste dinner was then i»eld at the A^jihid. 

Berhampur (Ganjam) Public Celebration. — 
The celebration of the Centenary of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy commenced on Sunday the 22nd 
October with Llshakirtan in which Brahmos 
and Prarthana Samajists took prominent part. 
There was Divine service at the Andhra Hall 
situated in the heart of the town. Mr. J. V. 
Narayana conducted the service and preached 
a sermon on The Mandali of Rarnmohiin. Men 
of heart and vision, human emancipators and 
world-figures rose time and again in different 
climes to redress the wrongs under which people 
groaned. It may be love of country, or it may 
be love of community, that supplied the preli- 
minary urge. But a state of utter helpless- 
ness drove these great men to God. They 
became deeply religious and drew strength 
and inspiration from the fountain of the 
Infinite. Their followers had not their broad 
outlook, and so became static. This gave rise 
to national hostilities and credal warfares. 
Nations and creeds proved a curse to humanity, 
A man like Rammohun, a seer among men, 
rises to heal and to bind. He realises all 
communities as one Divine family and sees that 
all religions have a common origin. He turns 
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his gaze inwards and calls people to communion. 
He is a master-builder. Such was Rammohun. 
He feid his foundations deep in the souls of men. 
and built the City of God. Brotherhood of Man 
and Fatherhood of God were realities to Ram- 
mohun. He loved all nations and all religions. 
He found the panacea for human ills in seeking 
and serving God everywhere. 

A tea-party at Pudipeddi Hospital Vv^as given 
by Mr. Y, Sanniah. Both the elite of the town 
and visitors from different parts of the district 
were treated to light refreshments and music 
at 3 !>.>[. In the evening there was a public 
meeting in the Town Hall presided over by Dr. 
P. Govindarajulu, Speeches were delivered 
by Srimati Mallimagula Lalitamba in Telugu. 
T. Pattabhi Ramaiah Pant^du in Telugu. and 
Prof. G. Dharmarao, m.a., and Mr. Lingaraj 
Panigrahi b.a., b.l., in English. 

The president in his opening address said 
that the main cause of Rammohun’s success 
lay in the fact that he relied on the inspiration 
derived from a living spiritual faith. The best 
way of commemorating the services of this 
great hero was not by paying lip-homage, but 
by resolving to lead a life of benevolence and 
humility, making social service the keynote of 
life, always remembering the great man’s words. 
‘‘The truest way to serve God is to love man. ’’ 
The meeting was attended by prominent people 
of the town and ladies of leading families. 
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On the 23rd there was a meeting in the 
Andhra Bhashabhivardhani Hall in the evening 
in connection with the Patita Pavana Mission, 
presided over by Mn J. V. Narayana. Speeches 
were delivered by Sreemati K. Kaveribai r.a., l.t.. 
Srimati Pakala Soubhagyavatamma, and Mr. R.V. 
Ramanamurty, m.a., b.l.. in English, and Mr. 
Pullela Syaniasundara Rao in Telugu. The 
first speaker spoke of Rammohun as a great 
fighter; the second, as a nation builder ; the third, 
as a caste-breaker ; and the last, as the embodi- 
ment of opposition to all tyranny. 

The president in his address said that what- 
ever criticism might be levelled against the 
Brahmo Samaj, no one can deny that the religion 
of the Rishis was preserved and developed by the 
Brahmos, and that it alone can bring about 
national unification. Caste must go. Speaker 
after speaker in these two days' public meetings 
had to confess the futility of the caste system. 
The Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of 
Man must prevail, if India is to rise again 
and find its place in the comity of nations. 
The proceedings terminated with music by 
ladies. 

Tuesday, the 24th, was the Ladies' Day. 
The meeting of the Mahila Mandir was pre- 
sided over by Srimati Kaveribai, b.a., l.t. The 
speakers was Srimati M. Lalitamba, Srimati 
N. Ranganayakamma, Srimati V. V. Subbamma, 
and Brahmachari Pxayaga Satyanarayana. 
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All speakers paid tributes to the services of 
Rammohun in the cause of womanhood, 

The 25th was the Harijan Day. An open 
air meeting was held in the Panchama quarters 
at Rampa Street. The proceedings began with 
a divine service and sermon by Mr. Y. Sanniah. 
Speeches were delivered by Messrs. Trilochana 
Patro, Pudipeddi Subbarao and }. V. Narayana 
in Oriya, and Srimati Jayanti Suramma in 
Telugu. The president in his concluding 
remarks exhorted the Harijans to take to clean 
living and spiritual worship. Srimati Jayanti 
Suramma (wife of Mr. }. V. Narayana) spoke 
against idolatry. She attributed the evils of 
the present-day customs to idolatry. The temple 
priest and caste purohit are tyrants who hold 
undisputed sway over the Hindu society. The 
Vaisya and Kshatriya, by building temples 
and endowing them, are supporting this tyranny. 
The Sudra and the Panchama, who are groan- 
ing under this tyranny for ages, have now 
learned to rebel. Let Dwijas make common 
cause with them. 

On the 26th an open air meeting was held 
in Mangalavarampeta the stronghold of ortho- 
doxy. Mr, J. V. Narayana presided. The 
speakers were Mr. Y. Sanniah. Mr. Pudipeddi. 
and Srimati Jayanti Suramma. 

On the 27th another open air meeting was 
held in Big Bazar near Gopinadhaswamy temple. 
The speakers were Mr. Jayamangal Rath and 
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J. V. Narayana. At the meeting emphasis was 
laid on spiritual worship. This roused the 
ire of the temple priests who repeatedly inter'- 
rupfed the speakers with questions. They were 
finally silenced by the speakers quoting chapter 
and verse from Hindu Scriptures showing that 
Brahmajnan was held as the ideal, and idolatry, 
which was a subsequent innovation, was only 
prescribed for illiterate masses. Nowhere is it 
laid that the Brahmin should take to idolatry 
and revel in it. 

On the 28 th there was a Nagar Sankirtan, 
On the 29 th the closing Divine service was 
conducted in the Brahma Mandir by Mr. 
Jayamangal Rath. 

Ichhapur- — The Centeuary celebrations of Rnja 
fRammohnn Roy were performed with ^reat eclat 
in the local Telii^u Girl’s School under the 
presidentship of Rao Bahadur Tadepalli Pattabhi 
Ramayya Pantulii, ex* Public Prosecutor and 
Advocate, Berhampur, on 27bh Septrnber. ' The 
success of the function was due to Mr. P. 
Syamasundara Rao, local P^anchayat Board 
President, and iMember, Dt. Board. The Girls’ 
School was decorated with festoons and 
arches, bearing ‘Long live RainmohuiP. Sweets 
were distributed to 460 pupils (belonging to all 
local Elementary Schools and Secondary School), 
including Harijan boys who sat along with others. 
The Hall was filled with the gentry and others, 
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including Harijan merabera of fche local Pan- 
chayafc. The Telugii girls opened the meeting 
with a prayer, and after the President was gar* 
landed, he opened the meeting with a short and 
instructive speech dwelling on all aspects of the 
Rajahs life, and pointed out that he laid the seeds 
of all modern movements in India. Next, Messrs. 
K. Kriahnarnurti, B.A., P. Syamasundara Rao 
(Chairman), Darnodara Kaviratna, P. Behara 
{Oriya), and Kandregula Narayanamurti (student 
representative) spoke on the various aspects of his 
life. The meeting was brought to a close with a 
vote of tlianks to the President. 

The local President of the Panchayat Hoard 
inteiids to name the Hospital Road after the 
Raja . — {The Nei.v Orissa^ Berhamjnir) 

Surla (Dist. Ganjam). — The Hrahmo Samaj, 
Surla, celebrated the Rarnmoiiun Roy Centenary 
on the 27fch September according to the following 
programme : — 5 a.m., Ushakirtan ; 8 a. m., Divine 
Service ^ 2 p,m., Public meeting •, 4 p.m., Nagar 
Sankirtan ; 5 p.m., Divine Service. 

Baruva. — The members of Baruva Panchayat 
Board celebrated the Rammohun Roy Centenary 
on 27bh September. Sreeman Jagannathapadhi 
Khadanga opened a new road named after 
Rammohun Ray connecting the Main Street to 
Gaudhipeta. The site was gifted by the managing 
trustees of Jaganathaswami temple. The Board 
sauotioned 50 rupees for the construction of the 



126 RAMMOHUN ROY (CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 


road, A procession with Ramniohun Roj^s phot6 
.and Bhajana marched along the principal streets. 
A public meeting was held, Sreeman Jaganna^ha* 
padhi Khadanga presiding, when lectures were 
delivered by Messrs. Titty Balaramiah, Madan 
Mohan Pandu, B.A., and Satyanarayana ISaradhi. — 
{The Hindu^ Madras.) 

Parlakimedi. — Under the auspices of the local 
Rammohun Roy Centenary Celebration Com- 
mittee, a largely attended public meeting was 
held to celebrate the Centenary on the 27th Sep- 
tember in the Antarvedi Memorial Hall, the Rev. 
8. C. Freeman, M.A., B.D., presiding. 

After prayer, Mr, B. Ramalingaswami sang 
Telugu verses he had composed in praise of Ram- 
mohun’s work and teachings. Dr, P. Vaikun- 
tham, LM.P., delivered in Telugu an address on 
the life-history of Raja Rammohun . Roy. Mr, 
G, V. Sitapati, B a , l.t., next spoke of Ram- 
mohun as a religious reformer, and showed how 
he first investigated the science of comparative 
theology, and how by promulgating his Universal 
Theism he was really the spiritual guru of 
Modern India. Mr. G. Satyanarayanamurti, m. a., 
epoke of Rammohun Roy as a politician and 
economist, referring to his cosmopolitan sympathies 
with political movements for popular freedom, 
and to his memorable views on Indian economic 
questions as expressed before the Select Committee 
in England at the time of the Renewal of the 
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Charter in l833. Mr. K. Srinivasa Rao spoke of 
Rammohun as a social reformer, depicting in 
detail his great work in bringing about the 
abolition of Sati and his advanced views on Indian 
social reform. Rao Sabeb G. V. Ramamurti, b.a., 
addressed the audience on Rammohun as an 
educationist, laying stress on the importance of 
Rammohun's letter on English education to Lord 
Amherst. Mr. K. Satyanarayana, b.a , L.T., who 
spoke of Rammohun as a journalist, said that he 
was practically the founder of native journalism, 
and commented on select extracts from his 
renowned “Petition against the press regulation*\ 
Mr. C, Hanumantha Rao, b.a,. b.l , expatiated 
on the juristic importance of Rammohun’s 
Essays on the Rights of Females, and of the 
Hindus in general, over ancestral property. 

The President, in his concluding remarks, 
spoke of Rammohun Roy as a very great man, not 
simply for India, but even for the whole world. 

After a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. 
(x. V. Sitapati, the meeting dispersed . — -{The 
Hindu, Madras) 

Satyavaram. — At a public meeting held on the 
26th September at Satyavaram (Parlakimedi 
Taluk) under the presidentship of Mr. Akella 
Audinarayana, Mr. Venkatarao gave a brief sketch 
of the life of Raja Rammohun Roy. The members 
congratulated Mr. Akella Venkata Subbarao for 
declaring his intention to name his library after 
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the great reformer Raja Rammohun Roy . — [The 
New Orissa, Berhampur ', ^ 

Chicacole. — In oonneotion with the Centenary 
of Rammohun Roy a public meeting was held on 
the 27th September with Mr. H, Suryanarayana 
Naidu, B.A., B.L., President. Taluk Board, in the 
chair. Miss E. Arohbold, m.a., and Messrs. Ch, 
Naraslmbamurti and V. Suryarao Pantulu spoke 
on the occasion. The Harischandra Veethi i Street) 
of Chicacole was re-named Rammohun Veethi. 
There was feeding of the poor, 

Bobbili. — In connection with the Centenary 
celebration of Raja Rammohun Roy, a public 
meeting of the citizens of Bobbili was held on the 
27th September in the Victoria Memorial Town 
Hall under the presidentship of Rao Bahadur 
G. Subbareddi, the Dewan of the Bobbili Sarns- 
thanam. After the reading of some Telugu verses 
by Mr. B. Balakrishnamurti, the Telugu Pandit 
of the local High School, Mr. R. 8. Ramaohandra 
Rao Pantulu, M.A., L.T., give an address on the 
life and ideals of Raja Rammohun Roy, The 
speaker said that Raja Rammohun brought about 
the harmonious blending of the Eastern and' 
Western cultures with which he wanted to stem 
the tide of the growing evils in the social life of 
the Hindus in the name of religion. He was the 
pioneer of alt the modern movements, political^ 
and social, namely, the spread of edmcation, the 
uplift of the masses, and the fveedom of the 
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country. Hia ultimate aitn was to brin^r about a 
universal brotherhood and a unified faith of all 
the religions in the world, Appealitjg to the 
orthodox KBction of the audience, the speaker said 
that iiaja Ratnmohun, as a strict follower of the 
sutras laid down in the Upanishads, got his 
inspiration from them, upon which his faith of 
Bralirnoiam is based. 

The President in his concluding speech said 
that Kaja Rammohun tried to remove the evils 
of the caste-system and to bring about unity in 
the land. With a vote of thanks by the convener^ 
the meeting terminated . — (The Hindu, Madras,) 

Yellamanchili. — The public of Yellamanohili 
celebrated tlie Centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy 
on the 27th September. In the tnorning after 
prayer, sweets were distributed to school children. 
About 150 poor were fed in the afternoon. An 
elocution competition was arranged amongst the 
High School boys, the subject being the life of the 
Raja. The Celebration closed with a public 
meeting in which representatives of all religions 
spoke on the various aspects of the life and work 
of the great man, and paid their homage to the 
pioneer of Indian Keuaissance. — ( The Hindu, 
Madras,) 

Ramachandrapuram. — To celebrate the Centenary 
of Raja Rammohun Roy, a public meeting of the 
citizens of Ramachandrapuram was held in the premises 
of the National High School, Ramachandrapuram, on 

9 



130 RAMMOHUN ROY CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 


27th September, under the auspices of the local Cente- 
nary Celebration Committee. Mr. P. lyiiithukrishna 
Naidu, District Munsif, presided on the occasion. 

The proceedings commenced with the singing of 
Bhajana songs. JMr. P, Soinanna, M.A., l.t., said that 
Raja Rainnioliun Roy tried to reforj)i the Hindu religion 
and restore it to its old glory. Bralimoisni, he said, was 
not therefore a new creed. ISFr. B. Lakshmipati Sastri 
and i\Ir. S- Ijakshmipati Sastri s}>oke nt'xt, the latter 
saying that Rammohun Roy was a great patriot, who 
served his country in several directions an<l at all times. 
Mr, C. V. Hanumanta Rao declared that Raja Ram- 
in ohun Roy’s activities were all-corn prehen si vt; in their 
scope. The speaker said that Rammohun Roy was a 
pioneer in several respects, and as wiis the case with all 
pioneers, he had to face tremendous opposition, which he 
(lid undaunted. A Harijan student spoke next, referring 
to Raja Rammohun Roy’s efforts to remove social and 
caste barriers. With a few remarks from the cluiir and 
a vote of thanks the meeting came to a close. 

Pamphlets in Teliigu and English dealing with 
Rammohun Roy were distributed . — [The Hindu, 
Madras). 

Tanuku. — In connection with the Centenary of 
Raja Rammohun Roy there was a public meeting in the 
Hardinge Town Hall on 27th September. Mr. 8. 
Sreeramulu, b.a., b.l., presided. The President observed 
that Rammohun Roy was the Maker of Modern India, 
Mr. P. Rajagopalan, b.a., gave an interesting account 
of the life of this great person. 

With a vote of thanks to the president, the meeting 
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came to a close. Pamphlets giving an account of the 
life incidents of the Raja were distributed among the 
audience. — {The Hindu, Madras). 

Kovvur. — A. meeting was held to celebrate 
the Centenary of Rammohun Roy with Mr. Ch. 
Veerabhadra Rao, the well-known author of the 
History of the Andhras^ in the Chair. 

Nidadavole. — A public meeting was held for 
the purpose of celebrating the Centenary of Ram- 
mohun Roy on the 27th September. It was 
presided over by Mr. Mangipudi Venkata Sarma. 
Messrs N, Venkata Rao and S. Satyanarayaua 
spoke. 

Narsapur. — The Centenary Celebration of Raja 
Rammohun Roy took place on 27th September in the 
T. IT. School Hall under the i)resideiicy of 3Ir. Hasan 
All Saheb, b.a., r.l, Sub-Judge. In this connection 
an elocution competition was held, in which some hoys 
took part, and hooks on the Life of Raja Rammohun 
Roy were awarded as prize to the best of them. Alessrs. 
K. Yegganna, Rayasam Vcnkataramaiya, Srimati D. 
Ramalakshmamma and others spoke on the life of the 
renowned reformer, afti^r which the meeting terminated, 
— {The Hindu, Madras). 

Eilore,--^ Enthusiasm characterised the Centenary 
celebrations of Raja Rammohun Roy. On the 27tli 
September Mr. K. Kaliana Swami presided over a 
public meeting in the local Town Hall. Messrs. M* 
Rangaiah S. Purnachandrarao, A. Rama Rao and 
others spoke on the Life of Raja Rammohun Roy. 
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Aiiother pui>lic iRoetin^T wns held ii\ the local Sri 
Rama Bhakta Sainaj Hall under the presidency of 
Sriiiiati Chunduri Rattainma wliou Srimatis Rainasnn- 
(laramma, Satliraju Syamalamha and otlua’s spoke on 
tlie life and work of the yreat Indian social and rcdigious 
refornuT, and paid g‘lov.dn<j: tributes to his strenuous 
work in the ix^alni of Indian renaissance and to the 
cause of Hindu womanhood in abolishing the criud 
custom of SSutto(i’. 

With a few remarks from llie clnair the meeting 
tc'rminated. — {The '’'Hindu''' (Old '’\Justice'\ jMadras). 

Nuzvid. — U nder the auspices of Young Men’s 
Social Clul), a pubiic meeting was lield on the 
27fch Septniher in the local High School buildings 
to celebrate Raja Raminohun Roy’s Centenary, 
with Mr. Varanasi Srivasa Rao, m.a , L.T., in the 
chair. Mr. Cin Sitarania Sastri, M.A., L/r.,. 

Andhra University Icctuerer, spoke on the life of 
Rfimrnohun Roy, Messrs. K. Uinajua heswara 
Rao, M.A,, L/J’., I), Surjuiprakasa Kao, C. Raja- 

gopala Rao, and V, Narayana Rao spoke 0 !i the* 
greatness of Rammohun Roy, W'^ith the Presi- 
dent's remarks and a vote of thanks, fclie meeting 
terminated . — [Tice liindu^ Madras.) 

Bezwada.—’Raja Rammohun Roy’s Centenary was- 
celebrated here on 27th September. At 3 r. m. there 
was a Ladies’ gathering convened under tlie aus])iees of’ 
the local ladies’ section of the Prarthana Samaj in the 
Rammohun Library Hall with Srimati T. Rajarajeawa- 
ramma in the chair, when Srimati Gnanamamba deli- 
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vercd an address on the life and mission of Raja Ram- 
in olnin Roy. 

At 0 r.iAr. a public meeling was hchl in ilie same 
hall with Mr. N. S. Narasiinliacliariar, Subordinate 
dudge, in the eluiir. Mr. M. V. Subba Rao lirietly 
narrated the acliieVcmHuits ami reforms of Iwammohuii 
Roy. He explained how Rammohun tried to keep up 
his sel r-rc^sp(^et and that of the Indian nation at any 
cost, and mentioiKHl a few incidents of his life in tin's 
eonneetion. Mr. V. Sivarama Sa.stry dealt with the 
reli^^ious asiiect of Rammoluurs life, and asserted that- 
Rammohuji. was as f^ood an orthodox ^Sana^anist 
as anybody else. IMr. Cli. Venkata]> 2 )la]i and Brimati 
Gnanamamba also addressed the aadualni^. 

The RrcisideiU obsiwvcd that Ra,minohun Roy’s great- 
ness lay in ibree things. Firstly, his life was full and 
complete. Secondly, he 2 )ractjsed what he 2 >rea(died. 
Lasthy he preached courageou.^ly and unhesitatingly 
wliaU'Ver he considered right ami just. The President 
appealed to all to cultivate those (|ualifci(‘S. 

The nuMdlng terminated with a vot(‘. of thanks 
proposed by Mr. D. Srinivasa Sanaa. — (2/tC Hiitdu^ 
Madras) 

Another meeting was held at the Bharat MahiBa- 
inandali, Bezwada, under the presidentship of Srimali 
Yellamrazu Maha Lakslimamma, when speeches were 
made eulogising the services rendered by Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy. — {The Justice^ Madras.) 

Gudivada.— Under the auspic(is of the Giulivada 
Club a public meeting was held on the 27th September 
an the Club Hall in conuectioii with the Raja Ram- 



134 RAMMOHUN ROY CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 


mohun Roy Centenary celebrations. Mr. Karedla 
Rainiali, b.A., presided on the ocassion. 

After prayer by Mr. M. Gangadhara Sastri the 
report published by the Raja Ranunohim Roy Centenary 
Celebration Committee was read by IMr. U. Adinara- 
yanamiirti Pantulu. Mr. B. T. Raghavachari gave a 
comprehensive account of the life and achievements of 
the great reformer and said that Rammohun was the 
father of Indian Nationalism and Indian Renaissance. 
The speaker pointed out how Rammohun put up a 
strenuous fight against social and religious evils, how 
he championed the cause of the Indian Pres.s, and how 
he laboured hard for the political advancement of the 
country. Mr. Raghavachari also read verses composed 
by him in praise of Rammohun Roy. 

The President said that Rammohun laid the founda- 
tion stone of universal brotherhood, and eliciteci the 
admiration not only of Indians but of all nations. With 
a vote of thanks to the President the meeting termi- 
nated at 7-30 P.M.— (77ic Hindu, Madras), 

Tenali. — The local V. Y. S. Sabha celebrated the 
Centenary of Rammohun Roy on 27th September. Mr. 
R. V. Sivudu, M. A., L. T., presided over a Imge public 
meeting held in the Municipal Park. Messrs. K. 
Krishnavataram, K. Rajeswara Rao, c. h., Rama Rao, 
and N. V. L. Narasimha Rao spoke on the life and 
aohiev^ements of the Raja. The President expatiated 
upon the all-round greatness of the Raja, pointing out 
how far he was a creator of events, and the manner in 
which and the extent to which Modern India owed a 
deep debt of gratitude to him. He stressed on communal 
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unity and social reform rather than hasty political 
experiments. With a vote of thanks proposed hy the 
Secretary, the meeting terminated. 

In the premises of the V. V. S. Sabba, Mr. R. V. 
Sivudu unveiled a portrait of Rammohuii Roy . — [The 
Hindu^ Madras) 

Nellore. — The C Amleiiary of Raja Rammohun Roy 
was celebrated here on the 4th October by the public. 
In the morning, some Harijan children and the inmates 
of tin* Cyclone Orphanage were fed. The evening pro- 
gramme included prayer ajid a public meeting in the 
V. R. College Hall with Rao Bahadur T. Bluijanga Rao, 
District Judge, in the chair. Mr. S. C. Banerji of 
Calcutta was the principal speaker of the evening. 

Speaking of the varied activities of the late Raja 
Rammohun Roy, ^Ir. Bhujanga Rao referred to his 
invaluable services in the cause of political and social 
reform. Ramniohun was a great national liero, and the 
dream of his life was that India should take an honour- 
ed place in the comity of nations. His passionato 
<lesire for the fn^edom of the Press was evident from the 
manner he entered into a protest against the Press 
Ordinance issued in his time, in the form of a Memorial 
to the British Government which might well be called 
the Indian edition of Milton’s “Areopagitica.” 

Mr. G. Narayaua Rao spoke of the ideals which 
the great leader preached to the Indian youth. The 
unity of faiths in their ultimate analysis and the neces- 
sity for religious toleration should be borne in mind by 
all who had the nation’s interests at heart. 

Mr. Voruganti Venkatakrishnayya referred to the 
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contribution of Raja Rainmobun to the religious thought 
of tlie country. 

Kov. S. (■. Banerji, who was tiicn nniuestcd to 
address the gathering, said Unit Raja llaintnohun was 
the Maker of Mod(a-n India. The s(‘eds of freedom 
that ho had sown had now ])orno fruit and tin* nation 
was at ]U'(‘sent thro])l)lner with a })assi(m for ])olitical 
freedom. I [is religion was a pure syntln'lic concept of 
the great ndigions of the world, and in it lay tlu* solu- 
tion for fostering unity among the several eomiminit i(*s 
in the country. With pray(*r and a vote* of thanks to 
the i)resident, tin* function came to a close. — {Tho 

Hindu ^ Mudrus.) 

Gudur. — ik'llati I'htmireddy (dub, Oudur, cele- 
brated the. (Jentenary of Raja Rammohun Roy on ‘37th 
September. A thousand poor peojde W(*re R'd during the 
day. A pu}>lie me(‘ting was held in the e\'('ning in the 
Club premises, Mr. 1\ yenkatasul)ba lu*<ldi, tin* Rresi- 
dent of tln^ Club, presiding, lie impressed on the 
audience tin*, importance of the Ceut(‘navy Celebrations, 
and culogis('d the. services of the great reformer. Mr. 
V. Satyanarayanamoortby of lln^ local Jligh Seliool 
.spoke on th(^ lifVi and work of the Raja. Tin* meeting 
terminated with a vote of thanks. 

It was resolved at the Union Board mei^ling lield 
the previous day to name their newly sanctioned road 
as Rammohun Road . — {The Hindity Madras^) 

Bellary. — ddie Arya Vysya Young Men’s Associa- 
tion, Bellary, celebrated the Centenary of 8ri Raja 
Rammohun Roy on the 27th September at 5 P.M. 
in the choultry of Agadi Mareppa and Siddappa> 
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under the presidency of Dewan Bahadur i\L Gopala- 

swanii Mudaliar, M. L. C. After distribution of 

♦ 

booklets dealiit^ with the life history of Kaia .Rani- 
mohun, Dr. Lalcshmidevamma was tlie iirst to 
address the meeting. She briefly narrated the life 
history of ivbija Ivammohun Roy and emphasised the 
services rendered by him to society by wa^^ing v;ar 
against idolatry and ]Hitting an end to Sati. 

jMr. C. Balaji Rao, Advocate and Chairman, 
Municipal Council, said that Raja Rammolmn Roy 
was a necessary product of his times. The then 
social custmns, idolatr>a human sacrifice, Sati, 
polygamy, and child widowhood, made Raja 
Rammohun Roy sacriilce himseit for Imlia. He 
took ac'couiU of the aitem])ts for political freedom 
and democratic rule all over Kurope, and thereby 
wanted to reform tlie Government in India. In 
fact he was the pioneer of all the jiresent day 
ideas, whethei’ political, social, religious, moral, or 
intellectual. 

Mr. Narasimha Sastri, Vakil, remarked that 
Raja Rammohun Roy was from birth a })rotestant 
and he lived all his days true to his ideal. Me was 
the first Indian who laid emphasis on the scientific 
aspect of religion, and advocated individual thought 
and action for the uplift of the country. 

Mr. N. Mrutyunjaya Sastri, Official Receiver, 
Bellary, described Raja Rammohun Roy as a national 
hero, and a warrior above all. When the country’s 
fortunes were at a low ebb, and a period of darkness 
hung over it as a result of dissensions between castes, 
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sects and sub-sects, who belifeved in innummerable 
deities and worshipped them, Rammohun Roy 
emphasised the Vedic truth of the oneness of God 
and condemned all idolatry. Nor did he spare the 
Christian missionaries ; in fact he came into conflict 
with them. His heroism must be judged by the 
standards of his times. What marked him out as 
a hero more than the part played by him in politics 
was his strength in opposing social conventions. 

That required much more courage and heroism than 
resisting even the Government, for there was at 
least tlie admiration of the millions for political 
suffering in the latter cases. For one acting 

contrary to social opinion, there was nothing but 

denunciation all round. He suffered all this and 
much more. He was truly an epoch-making figure,, 
and his example was necessary for putting down, 
many social evils that exist even to-day. 

The Chairman appealed to the audience to- 

practise as many virtues of Raja Rammohun Roy 
as possible, and thus do justice to the hero whose 
centenary they were celebrating. 

With a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. J. 
Veeranna Chetti, Secretary, Arya Vysya Young Men’s 
Association, the meeting terminated. Several ladies 
also attended the meeting . — {The Hindu, Madras,) 

Madanapalle. — In connection with the Centenary 
celebrations of Raja Rammohun Roy, there was a 
very largely attended public meeting on 27th 
September in the Krishna Vidyalaya, under the* 
presidency of Dr. James H. Cousins. Messrs. P.. 
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Narasimhachary, M.A., L.T., P. N, Vasudeva Rao, 
M.A^, Srimatis 8ubbamma and R. Krishna Bai, B.A., 
L.T., spoke on the life and work of Rammohun Roy. 
There was also a procession in the streets of Madana- 
palle next day with the portrait of the Raja, and poor 
feeding in the Forest Ranger’s Quarters. {The 
Hindu, Madras.) 

Amalapuram. — A public meeting was held ai 
5-30 p.M„ on the 27th September in the Taluk Board 
Public Reading Room, under the presidency of Rao 
Bahadur Narasimliam Pantulu, b.a., Deputy 
Collector, to celebrate the C’entenary of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. Mr. Narasimham Pantulu presided. Mr. S. 
Suryanarayana dwelt at length on the varied activities of 
Rammohun Roy, and pointed out that Rammohun Roy 
was a pioneer, not only in the field of religion and social 
ridorm, but also in other fields, namely, politics, litera- 
ture, etc. Rammohun studied witli a critical eye all 
great religions of the world, and culled out a new 
religion, — tlie Religion of Truth, taking the best from 
each religion. He formed the Atmiya Sabha which 
developed into the present Brahnio Samaj with its 
innumerable followers. 

The President pointed out that great Avatars like 
Raja Rammohun Roy were born once in an age 
for the establishment of Dharma in the land ; and that 
the chief characteristics of such incarnations, in the past, 
as in the present, were purposefulness, fearlessness and 
love of truth. Great souls having once deliberately 
chosen their path of Truth and love could never be 
shaken by any kind of hardship, repression, or even the 
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IVar of death. The President exlioilcid the audience to 
strive to follow the footsteps of j^reat men. 

The meeting concluded with a prayer to the All- 
Merciful, all standing. — {The Hindu, Madras). 

Bimlipatam. — TOe Centenary ot K.a,mmohiir» 
Roy was celebrated here on 27th September, in 
the inortdng there was Nagarsaukirtan, and the 
portrait of Raja Rammoinin Roy was taken in a 
procewsion alon^^ the streets of the town. A few 
Harijans had come from Vizianagratn to take 
■part iti tliB Idinjatia, and songs composed for the 
occasion were sung by hoys and girls. In the 
evening tltere was a public meeting at the Clock 
Tower, over which Mr. P. C. Yellayya Pantuln. 
Municipal Councillor, presided. ]\lr. M. K. R. 
^Diskhitulu, r.a , l.t., Head Master of the local 

Municipal High School, spoke on the life and 
message of Rammohun, and gave a detailed account 
of the work done by the Raja in tfie cause of 
India, socially, politically and educationally. 
Messrs. A. Durgayya Paiitulu, B. Narasingarao, 
and I). AC kSadanandarao (a Harijan worker) also 
addressed the gathering. 

After the meeting about 120 poor people 
consisting of men, women and children were 
given clothing. 

Tlie Committee resolved to request the Munici- 
pal Council to re-name one of the streets of the 
4own after Raja Kammohun Roy, and to permit 
•the Head Master of the local High bohool to put 
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up a portrait ot the Raja in the Soliool Hall. — 
{The Ilindii^ Madras.) 

l^umudavilli. — In connection witli the Cente- 
nary of Kaja Ratnniohun Itoy tliere was Na^ar 
Sankirtan in the n)()rnin<y, iollowed })y Divine 
Service, on the 27th Septern})er in tfie local 
Mandir. Poor people were ted at ikxjt!. 4’here 
was a public rneetinc^ at 4 V. M., vvitli Mr. V. 
Satyanarayana j{ A., in the Cljair. Messrs. S. V. 
Narasimha Rajii, and P. Sat^aram spoke on the 
life and work ot Karmnr)liun Roy. 'The meeting 
terminated with a vote ot thanks arid th.H singing 
ot Mangala Sankirtan. — {The Dharrua Sadhani^ 
Guntur). 

Vungutur. — A public meeting was held tor' 
celebrating the Centenary ot Ramtnohun Roy with 
Mr. Ik Krishnaniurti as president. Messrs. 
Prakasaravudu, M.A., P. Y. Subbayya, S. Sul)- 
barayudu, Hheerneswara Rao, D. Subbayya, 
and Ch. Hhimanna Sastry spoke on the occasion, 
dealing with tlie many sided activities ot the 
Raja. 

Madhavaram. — The Centenary ot Ranunohun 
Roy was celebrated here on tlie 2Gth and 27bh ot 
September. The celebrations commenced with 
Ushakirtan on the 2Gth. There was Divine 
Service in the Board Higher Elementary School, 
Mr. T. Prakasarayudu, m.a., officiating as minister. 
At 3 P.M. there was a public meeting with Mr, 
Prakasarayudu in the chair. The President spoke 
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very feelingly about the life and message of 
ilatnmoljun Roy, Mr. V. Satyanarayana who was 
the speaker on the occasion, dwelt on the 
beneficent activities of the Raja, On the 27th 
September, Mr, V. P. Raj B a , of Cooanada 
conducted Divine Service in the morning. At 
3pm,, a public meeting was held with Mr. Raj 
in the chair, when Messrs. K Bapaiya b. a,, 
T. Kutumba Sastry, and M. Narasimha Rao deli- 
vered interesting addresses dealing with the life 
and work of Rammohun Roy. The President 
dwelt in his concluding address on the impor- 
tance of '‘Spiritual Worship”. 

A separate meeting for ladies was held under 
the piesidency of Mr. T. Prakasarayudu in the 
Yuvathijana Prarthana Samaj at noon on the 
:26th September, when about 40 ladies were 
present. Copies of “Brahma Gitavali” and 
“Brahma Dharma Part II” were distributed among 
the ladies present, 

Rajam. — Under the auspices of the local 
committee for the celebration of the Centenary 
-of Rammohun Roy, Nagar Sankirtan was arranged 
from 4 P.M. on the 27th September, Mr. B. 
Appa Rao Naidu m.a., b,l., District Munsif, distri- 
buted cloths to 49 poor people, and pan and 
sweets to Harijan boys. There was a public 
meeting in the Board Middle School with Mr, 
B. Appa Kao in the Chair, Mr. Y. Ramana- 
murti Pantulu spoke on the religious, social and 
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educational activities of Rammohun Roy. Mr. P. 
Ananda Kao read an account of the life of 
Ramtuohun Roy in Telugu. Centenary booklets 
sent by the A. B. P. Trust of Pithapuram 
were distributed among the audience. The 
President iii his closing remarks dilated on the 
•reasons for the founding of the Brahmo Sarnaj 
by Rammohun Roy. The meeting ended with 
a silent prayer, all standing, for the peace of the 
soul of Rammohun Roy — {The Dharma Sadhan% 
Guntur). 

Walajapel, — The Centenary of Kaja Rammohun 
Roy was celebrated in the Government Girls’ School, 
Walajah, on 1st Oct. when ^Ir. W. V. Veeraraghava 
Mudaliar, Chairman, Walajapet Municipality, presi- 
ded, The band of the Junior Certified School was 
in attendance. After prayers and a devotional song, 
several speakers from Arcot, Ranipet and Walajah 
spoke on the various aspects of Rammohun Roy’s 
activities for the betterment of India. The meeting 
was largely attended . — {The Hindu, Madras-) 

Tnchinopoly. — Under the auspices of the South 
Indian College of Commerce, Trichinopoly, Mr. L. 
N., Gubil Sundaresan delivered an interesting 
address on “The Life and work of Raja Rammohun 
Roy” in connection with the Centenary celebration 
■on the 27th September at the Association premises 
before a large gathering . — {The Hindu-, Madras) 

Karur. — A public meeting was held on 27th 
September at 5 p.m. in the local High School Hall, 
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under the the presidency of Mr. Y. V. Sundararaja 
Mudaliar, when ■ Messrs. A. V. Chandrasekhara 
Aiyar, b.t.., B. K- Vembu Aiyar, li.A., K'. V. 

Veiikataicrishiia Kao, B.R., A. L. Katnachandra 

Aiyar, B.A., local \"akils, and IMr. Iv. \k Anantha- 
rama Aiyar, M.A., L.T., spoke on the life and work 
of Raja Kammoluin Roy . — {TJic lliiuht, Ahitfrifs) 

Thingaiur. — On the 27th Septeniuer, llie Cente- 
nary celebration of Raja Ramniohun Hoy toolc place 
at ThiiigaUir under the auspices of the I'hin^^alur 
Youth League. 

M. A. Leivasikamani Gowntlar, I’.A., r».L., 
of Erode presided and spoke on tlie need for liannony 
of religions in India. 

l\Ir. N. Laksliniana IVIiidaliar of ihc^ Ik'rundurai 
Rural Centre spoke on Raja RaminDliun Roy's 
invaluable contribution towards tlie iinpioxenienl of 
the economic condition of the villagers. W'ith a 
vote of thanks by Dr. Sundara i\aj of the Rural 
Dispensary, the function came to a close . — (The 
H in dll , M ad ra s ) 

Madura. — A public meeting was lield on the 27th 
September under the auspices of the local ^\)ung 
Men’s Christian Association, Mr. M. P, Pai, l.C.s., 
presiding. There was a large and representative 
gathering. 

The Chairman said that though it was a hundred 
years after Rammohun Roy died, his memory was 
still fresi], and one’s feelings of reverence for that 
great reformer were mixed with feelings of astonish- 
ment that such a person had lived when the last of 
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the Moghuls he^ sway in India, when the unity of 
India was a mere dream. It was to the bold stand 
that fie took in the controversy at the time between 
tlie Orientalists and the Anglicists that they owed 
the present system of education. They could not 
forget his crusade against Suttee. 

]Mr. T. C. Srinivasa Iyengar gave a sketch of 
the life of Kammohun Roy and pointed out how the 
learning of Persian and Arabic and later of Sanskrit 
and English gave the necessary grounding to Rani- 
mohim Roy for playing the great role of social refor- 
mer and educationist in his later years. ^Messrs. K. 
E. Nainan, Lecturer, American College, and Ghulam 
Hussain addressed the gathering, and after the Chair- 
man’s concluding remarks, the function came to a 
close with a vote of thanks . — {The Madras) 

Tinneveily. — The Brahmo Samaj, Tinnevelly, 
held a divine service on the morning of the 27th 
September. A public meeting was held in the 
evening at the Centenary Hall, Falamcottah, under 
the presidentship of Mr. E. E. Mack, I.C.S,, the 
District Judge, Tinnevelly. 

After prayer by the President of the local Brahmo 
Samaj, iMr. Daniel Thomas, M.L.C., Advocate, 
delivered an address on the life and work of Raja 
Rammohun Roy. He surveyed the life of this great 
Indian, and dealt with his contribution to reform, 
religious, social, educational and economic, in India 
at one of her darkest periods of history. 

Mr. T. V. Nilakantam Pillai, B.A., b.l., speaking 
next, referred to Rammohun Roy’s fight for the free- 
10 
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dl>m of tb^ Press, the emancipa^on of Indian 
women, and political liberty of the people all over 
the world. ^ 

Winding up the proceedings, Mr. Mack paid a 
glowing tribute to the genius and vision of Rammohuci 

t oy, who had a great claim to be considered among 
le greatest men of the world. It was extraordinary 
that he should have conceived a future for India, on 
the right and the only lines of true development, at 
a time when India was enveloped in darkness and 
chaos. Rammohun Roy’s ideal that India should, 
while remaining true to her own ideals and culture, 
stripped of their dross, acquire a dynamic contact 
with the West, was a noble one which was true and 
good even to this day. He worked towards the 
realisation of this ideal with all the fervour he was 
capable of. The position of a reformer in India 
a hundred years ago working against orthodoxy could 
be better imagined than said. Another claim of Ram- 
mohun Roy, said Mr. Mack, to the gratitude of 
posterity was his vision about the unity of mankind 
on the basis of the worship of the one God. 

With a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. S. J. 
Sachchidananda, the meeting terminated . — {The 
Hindu, Madras*) 

Tellicherry. — Under the auspices of Sree Nara'- 
yana Dharma Samajam and Vidyarthi Samajam and 
the presidency of Janab K. M. Seethi, b.a-, b.l., 
h. largely attended public meeting was held 
on 28th September at the Town Hall to celebrate 
Raja liammohun Roy Day. There were speeches 
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•by Messrs. Kottayi itumaran, T. Narayapan Nam- 
biar, E||A., B.L., K. P. Raghavan Nair, b.a., b.l., T. 
Keshavan Nair, and Swaraiji Ananda Teertban, m.a. 
The function closed with prayer-songs by a few 
Harijan boys . — (The Hindu, Madras) 

Mangalore* — In connection with the Centenary 
of Kaja Rammohun Roy’s death a public meeting 
was held on the 27th September at the Brahmo 
Samaj IMandir with Mr. G. K. Chettur, m.a,, (Oxon) 
in the chair. A large number of ladies was also 
present. After prayer the Chairman briefly alluded 
to the life and work of Rammohun Roy in social 
and educational fields. 

Mr. K. R* Karanth, d.a,, ll. b. touched upon 
the salient points in the life of Raja Rammohun Roy 
in all aspects, and stressed the need for social reform 
and the need for abolition of untouchability. 

Messrs. B. Achuta Baliga and Karnad fSadasiva 
Rao addresed the gathering on the significance of 
the celebration, and with the Chairman’s concluding 
remarks, the meeting concluded . — (The Hindu, 
Madras,) 

Totingoo (Burma). — The Centenary of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy, founder of the 
Brahmo Samaj^ was , observediiat Toungoo, 
Burma, by a meeting at the Jubilee Library 
on Thursday, the 28th September, when Rev. C. 
K. Hughes, Chaplain of Toungoo,|and Principal 
of' St. Luke's A. V. High School, took the 
chair* Mr. S. Banerjee, son of the late Dr. 
Nakur Chandra Banerjee. gave a most interests 
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ing accoiAt of the life of the foundef* and' 
U. Aung Thein b,a., also spoke. Dr. Jl. D. 
Pal. son of late Dr. Ballaram Pal, brought the 
meeting to a close by moving an expression of 
sorrow for the loss of Mrs. Annie Besant. 
rrhere was a fair attendance. — (The Navavidhan, 
Calcutta, October 13, 1933.) 

Shillong . — The Khasi Hills and Shillong Brahmo 
Samajes celebrated the Rammohun Roy Centenary 
according to the following programme : — On Sunday 
the 24th September there was divine service in the 
morning at the Laban Brahmo Mandir conducted by 
Mr. A. Das, and in the evening at the Police Bazar 
Brahmo Mandir, conducted by Rai Saheb S. N. 
Das. 

On Wednesday the 27th September there was a 
Memorial Meeting in the evening at the Police Bazar 
Brahmo Mandir. President, Mr. P. C. Roy, M.A.. 
Speakers, Mrs. Lila Roy, Miss Kamala Das, Mr. 
Hemantakumar Gupta, and Rai Saheb S. N. Dutt. 

Dhubri. — In connection with the Centenary 
of Raja Rammohun Roy, special Divine service 
was held in the Dhubri Brahmo Samaj Mandir 
on 27th September both in the morning and in 
the evening. Babu Romesh Chandra Mukherji. 
conducted the service in the morning, and Babu 
Kamini Kumar Chakra varti in the evening. 

Arrangements are being made to hold a public 
meeting. 

Dnccai* — The East Bengal Brahmo Samaj: 
Cflebratad with due solemnity the Centenaty* 
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-of Rifa Rammohtln Roy firom the 5th Auguit 
to the 29th September, 1930. 

{Preparatory services and lectures , — The 
celebrations commenced with a divine service 


on the morning of the 5th August, Sj. Amritalal 
Gupta acting as minister. In the evening there 
was an inaugural memorial meetting which was 
largely attended by elite of the town including 
a few European ladies and gentlemen. Mr. G. 
H. Langley, m..a. the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Dacca University presided. Sj. Girishchandra 
Nag, 13, A., Professor Atulchandra Sen. M.A., 
Rev. H. D. Northfield, m. a. and Rai Bahadur 


Satyendranath Das, Chairman, Dacca Municipal 
lity, addressed the meeting, and paid glowing 
tributes to the hallowed memory of the Raja. 
Professor Sen in an impressive speech laid special 
stress on the fact that the Raja was essentially 
a universal man in the widest sense of the term. 


not only in religion, but in every sphere of human 
activity. 

After this date there was a series of lectures 
by learned Professors of the Dacca and Calcutta 
Universities and ether notable persons on 
different aspects of the Raja’s life. 

The first lecture of the series was delivered 
in the evening of the 11 th August by Dr. Hiralal 
Haidar, m.a*. ph.d., of Calcutta, who after narra- 
ting the principal events of the Raja's life ex- 
.plained the Raja's conception of universal reli- 
•^ion* 
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The '^econd lecture was delivered in the 
evening of the 12th August by Dr. Muhammad 
Shahidullah, m.a.. im... D.Lrrr.. of the Dacca 
University, who after paying a high tribute to the 
Raja's profound knowledge of Arabic and Persian, 
read and explained some pasrages from the 
Raja’s Persian Work, Tulifat'-ubMiiwahhidin. 

The 3rd lecture was delivered in the evening 
of the 19th August at the Jagannath Hall of the 
Dacca University by Dr. R, C. Majumdar. m.a.» 
PTi.D., IMLS., on “Rammohun Roy, the Father of 
renaissance in Modern India.” The learned 
lecturer gave an illuminating and comprehensive 
survey of the entire field of the Raja’s activities. 

The 4th lecture was delivered in the even- 
ing of the 26th August by Professor Haridas 
Bhattacharyya, m.a.. of the Dacca University, 
on ‘‘Rammohun Roy, the Religious Reformer.” 
It was a very interesting discourse on the 
Raja’s activities in the field of religion. 

The 5th lecture was delivered in the even- 
ing of the 2nd September in the hall of the 
Jagannath Intermediate College by Dr. J. C. 
Ghosh, i).s( ., of the Dacca University on '*Ram 
Mohun Roy the Pioneer of Education in Modern 
India.” The learned speaker in a highly inter- 
esting speech clearly showed that it was the 
Raja who had given shape to the destiny of 
the nation in the field of education. 

The 6th address was delivered in the 
Prayer Hall of the Samaj in the evening of the 
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9th September by Principal Binaykumar Sen, 
M.A| on "Rammohun Roy, the First modern 
Universal man/' The learned lecturer in an 
eloquent and impassioned speech showed that 
the Raja who was pre-eminently a world-man 
and was an embodiment of the noblest form of 
human culture and civilization, was undoubtedly 
the world's greatest man of the modern times. 

The 7th address was delivered in the 
evening of the 16th September at the Prayer 
Hall of the Samaj by Professor Kazi Abdul 
Odud, on ‘‘Rammohun’s Sadhana", It 

was a learned discourse on the cultural aspect 
of the Raja’s life. 

The 8th lecture was delivered in the evening 
of the 19:h September in the Samaj Prayer 
Hall by Sir P. C. Roy, who said among other 
things that in the history of the world he could 
not find another person with such versatility 
of genius as Raja Rammohun Roy. 

Meetings in Schools , — With a view to en- 
courage the study of Raja Rammohun Roy 
among young students, arrangement was made 
for holding meetings in some of the local High 
English schools. 

The first meeting was held in the afternoon 
of the 19th August at the Jubilee School pre- 
mises in which the Head Master and other 
teachers of the School took a lively interest. 
Sj, Amritalal Gupta presided. After two 
beautiful essays on the life of the Raja had 
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been read by students of the school, Sj, Girish 
Chandra Nag addressed the meeting on ^ the 
greatness of Raja Rammohun Roy, 

The second meeting was held in the after- 
noon of the 2nd September at the hall of the 
East Bengal Institution under the presidency 
of Sj. Amarchandra Bhattacharya. A Muham- 
madan student read a poem composed by him- 
self on Raja Rammohun Roy. Four essays on 
the life of the Raja were then read by students 
of the school. In the end Sj. Amritalal Gupta 
in a sweet little speech narrated some events of 
, the Raja's life. 

The 3rd meeting was held in the afternoon 
of the 9th September at the premises of the 
Nabakumar Institution under the presidency 
of Babu Ganeshehandra Sen, m.a., the Head 
Master of the school. Essays were read and 
addresses delivered on the life of the Raja. 
There was much enthusiasm among the stu- 
dents. 

The Utsava in the Brahrno Samaj Mandiv , — 
From the 21st to 29th September the Samaj held 
a special utsara, the object of which was the 
spiritual benefit of the congregation. It com- 
menced with a divine service on the morning of 
the 21st September conducted by Sj. Amritalal 
Gupta. On the 22nd^ there was divine service in 
the morning conducted by Professor Debkumar 
Datta, M*A. In the evening Sj. Mathuranath 
Guha read and expounded selected texts from 
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'‘Vedantasar”, On the morning of the 23rd 
there was divine service conducted by Sj. Banka- 
behali Kar. In the evening there was a meeting 
of Brahmo Young Men under the presidency of 
Sj. Amalchandra Bose. h.a.. b.d.. Sj. Jnanendra 
Narayan Das Gupta, m.a.. Miss Niharkana Das. 
and Sj. Jogajiban Pal, n.T., addressed the meeting 
on the life of Raja Rammohun Roy. 

On the morning of the 24th September (Sun- ^ 
day) there was divine service conducted by Dr. 
Guruprasad Mitra, .\f.A., Vedantaratna. The 
evening service was conducted by Sj. Amritalal 
Gupta. On the morning of the 25th there was 
divine service conducted by Sj. Amalchandra 
Bose, M.A.. ii.i.. At 3 there was a Children's 
Gathering in which a beautiful essay on the life 
of the Raja was read by a boy of 9 years. Sj. 
Amritalal Gupta and Sj. Jogajiban Pal explained 
to the children the meaning of the life of Raja 
Rammohun Roy. About 300 children were then 
treated to light refreshments. In the evening 
Professor Atulchandra Sen, m. a./ delivered a 
highly interesting lecture on “Rammohun Roy, 
the Superman". 

On the morning of the 26th. Sj. Rajanikanta 
Sarkar conducted divine service. In the evening 
there was a meeting presided over by Dr. Guru- 
prasad Mitra. at which the greatness of the 
Raja s character was discussed. Sj. Manomohan 
•Chakravarti. Sj. Amritalal Gupta. Sj. Satyendra 
Narayan Das Gupta and others took part. 
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On the morning of the 27th September, the 
central day of the utsava, Sj. Manomohan 
Chakravarti conducted divine service and preach- 
ed an inspiring sermon on the depth of Raja 
Rammohun Roy’s piety. At 3 i\m., there was a 
divine service conducted by Sj. Mathuranath 
Guha. Sj. Umacharan Sen. ill., of Munshiganj 
then read a paper on the life of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. In the evening there was a Memorial 
Meeting presided over by Sj. Manomohan 
Chakravarti. Sj. Amritalal Gupta, Professor 
Atulchandra Sen, Sjs. Jogajiban Pal, Birendra- 
nath Bose and Dhirendranath Chatterjec paid 
their homage to the memory of the Raja. 

Of the morning of the 28th September there 
was divine service conducted by Sj. Amarchandra 
Bhattacharya. In the evening Sj. Manomohan 
Chakravarti delivered a lecture on ^ 

1 

On the morning of the 29th September there 
was divine service conducted by Sj. Amritalal 
Gupta. The concluding service was held in the 
evening when Sj. Rajanikanta Guha, M.A., 
of Calcutta officiated as minister giving in his 
sermon a lucid explanation of the form of wor- 
ship prescribed by Rammohun Roy. 

Prize Essay .'-In order to awaken in our 
young men an interest in the greatness of this 
epoch-making man, the East Bengal Brahmo 
Samaj is going to award a prize of Rs. 50/- to 
the writer of the best essay on the life of the 
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Raja, competition being open to College stu- 
dents of Dacca and Calcutta Universities. The 
Prize Essay was announced in the papers, and as 
a result several essays have been received, which 
are under examination. It is gratifying to note 
that Rai Saheb Akshaykumar Roy, a member of 
the Samaj, has kindly contributed a sum of 
Rs. 50/- for the purpose. 

A beautiful tricolour portrait of the Raja is 
being freely distributed. Arrangements are 
being made for the publication in the form of a 
booklet of the lectures and addresses delivered 
here in connection with the Centenary. 

Narayanganj. — The Narayanganj Centenary 
Committee celebrated the Centenary according 
to the following programme. — 25th September, 
evenititr, opening service in the Narayanganj 
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj Mandir, conducted by 
Babu Arnritalal Gupta, 2Gth September, moni* 
ing, divine service conducted by Babu Arnritalal 
Gupta. After the service distribution of alms 
among the blind, the lame and the poor. Even- 
ing, lecture by Prof, Atulohandra Sen, m.a. 

27t.h September, morning, Divine service 
conducted by Babu Dinabandhu Mitra. After the 
service distribution of aims. Afternootj, Memorial 
Meeting at the Municipal Library Hall, under 
the presidency of Dr. Manishohandra Sen, B sc., 
M.B Many persons addressed the meeting and 
read papers. Babu Tripurasundar Sen ma. 
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of Dacca also delivered a lecture. Babu Mono- 
mohan Mitrn, the Secretary to the Centenary 
Committee read a paper in English. 

It has been decided to award three prizes 
of Re. 5, Rs. 3 and Rs. 2 for the three best 
essays on "the Life and activities of the Raja” 
to be written by school boys and girls of the 
-Narayanganj Sub-division. 

Babu Manomohan Mitra said in his paper 
that the great life of Mahatma Raja Raminohun 
Roy is intimately connected with Modern or New 
India, as we find her to-day. Every phase of 
Modern Indian life pulsates with the spirit 
infused into it by the mighty soul of the Rnja. 
No doubt, there have been great reformers 
of religion in India and there have been great 
men who flourished in one or other of the various 
branches of knowledge or of art. But it was 
a unique speciality of the Raja that bis brilliant 
genius comprised ail the varied ideas and acti- 
vities calculated to ameliorate the condition of 
people. 

At a time when the high religious ideas 
attained by our forefathers were forgotten, and, 
sunk into degeneration and spiritual turpitude, 
our people were cruelly burning their women- 
folk* and even sacrificing new- born babes in 
the Ganges in the name of religion, the noble 
spirit of the Raja revolted against these mal- 
practices* He underwent all kinds of social 
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persecution and humiliation, strenuously fought 
against the terrible rites, and paved the way 
for their abolition, His sacrifice can be truly 
appreciated only when we remember that 
lie himself came of an ancient and illustrious 
Brahmin family with all the ardour and pre- 
judices in favour of the rites which he so vehe- 
mently attacked. Kammohnn Roy could eschew 
life, if necessary ; but he could not eschew truth. 
Suttee and hook-swinging and infanticide are 
now considered hideous practices which it is a 
blessing to have done away with. But why were 
they prevalent in the country a hundred and 
filty years ago y The reason is not far to seek. 
We had, then, lost the true conceptions of God 
and religion, and had taken shelter under sham 
rites and ceremonies for the solace of religion. 

Shocking and deplorable practices have 
invariably followed the decay of spiritual ideals- 
in all ages and in all countries. The burning 
of the so-called heretics at the stake by the 
predominant power in Europe is an illustration 
in point. Reason gives place to rank prejudice 
and superstition, which in the name of religion, 
lead a whole people to ignore the barest dictates 
of conscience and humanity. We thus find that 
half-burnt Hindu widows who escaped from 
burning pyres were forcibly brought back and 
re- burnt to a most horrible death. 

Bven now, almost in the middle of the 20tb 
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century, are wa altogether free from supersti- 
tion ? We Hindus worship the Deity ind^|^^d, 
but we do not do it ourselves. We get the 
worship done by a different class of men. We 
forget the equality of all in the eye of God. We 
attribute partisanship to God. Such a mode of 
Divine worship which separates God from a part 
of His people, cuts at the root of the true con- 
ception of God, Divine worship by proxy or 
representative is unthinkable in the face of 
the direct relation that subsists between God 
and His worshipper. 

The Raja’s great aim in life was to establish 
one universal Religion. The Vedantio worship 
of one invisible immutable God appealed to him 
most. In order to know whether that system 
satisfied ihe spiritual needs of entire mankind, 
the Raja made a thorough study of the principles 
of three different systems of religion, viz. 
Hinduism, Christianity, and Islam. He had to 
master 10 different languages for this purpose. 
He found the same doctrine of Alonotheism 
underlying all the different systemo of faith. 

It was for the realisation of bis cherished 
ideal of a Universal Religion, that he, by his 
memorable Trust Deed^ laid the foundation of a 
temple for the worship of one Invisible Eternal 
Being. In that temple people of all nationalities, 
irrespective of caste, colour, sex or creed, had 
^qual and indefeasible right to join. His noble 
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ideal was thus to make a congregation of entire 
mankind, worshipping One God throughout the 
world. 

Hia activity for the eocial, educational, moral 
and material improvement of the people was no 
less wide and extensive than hia solicitude for 
their spiritual good. His efforts for the spread 
of culture and education are well known. He 
founded the first Vernacular Press, a Veda 
Vidyalaya, an Kngliah School ; he started and 
edited journals and newspapers, and brought out 
various kinds of books and tracts for distribution 
to the people free of cost. He was the father of 
Bengali Prose. His respect for women and his 
life-long struggle for the advancement of their 
condition, his stern attitude against polygamy, 
his figlit for the rights of widows, and for the 
abolition of VSuttee’, his struggles for the Liberty 
of the Press, for the separation of the Judicial 
and the Executive, and for the introduction of 
tlie Jury System of trial, at that distant age,~ 
all indicate the superhuman character of his 
mind and genius. He was ever an uiicompro* 
miaing friend of the weak and the oppressed. 
Even when in England he fought for the privi- 
leges of ryots in questions of land tenure. Even 
the modern questions of retrenchment of public 
expenditure, and of Labour and Capital did not 
escape his attention. 

His magnanimous heart felt for the world 
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Raja rendered to fcl»e womanhood of India. The 
famous novelist Sreemati Shanta Debi was the 
next speaker, and spoke about the ittfluence of 
the Raj% upon the social and oultural development 
and the le^al status of Indian womanhood. Mr. 
S. A. Majid of Hazaribagh in course of his speech 
said that the Raja was the creator of Bengali 
prose. 

V Dr. Kalidas Nag of international fame paid 
a glowing tribute to the sacred memory of the 
Raja, holding the audience spt-ll* bound by his 
masterly delivery. In bis reference to the Raja 
he dealt with the question of Nationalism and 
Internationalism. His was a superb speech which 
will be remembered long at Dhanbad. 

Rev. Mr. Dewey of the American Mission 
came forward with another forceful speech. He 
made special reference to the Rajahs work in 
connection with illiteracy and uplift of woman- 
hood. The speaker said that the Raja was not 
simply a social reformer, but an out and out 
revolutionist, but not in the sense in which the 
word is used nowadays. Mr. S, P. Tayal and 
Dr. B. B, Banerji were the next speakers, both 
pf whom created impression upon the house. 

Selis of books relating to the Raja were 
presented to the E. 1. R. European and Indian 
Instifcates, l^hanbad, Jharia Evening Club and 
Lindiiay Club, Dhanbad* Mrs. Kumudiiii Bose 
dis^tril^lited J^he prizes and medals for essays* 
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The Sadhindra Memorial Gold Medal donated 
hy |N. Sen Gupta was awarded to Dwijapada 
Hiswas of Jharia Baj fciohool, who proved to be 
the best essaj^ist. ^ 

After the Chairman’s speech which dealt with 
the character, indomitable courage, and versatility 
of the Raja, Rev. Mr. Dewey offered a prayer, 

Mr. Mohini Mohan Mitra, the Joint Secretary 
of the Committee, thanked the donors and others,, 
and apologised for failings, if any, in organising 
the function. 

The meeting then terminated late at night 
with a vote of thanks offered by Mr. K, N. Sen 
Gupta. — The Sketchy Dhanhad, 30th October^ 1983, 

Puri. — In commemoration of the Centenary 
of Raja Rammohun Roy, a special divine service 
was held at Naba Parna Kutir of the Universal 
Church of the New Dispensation, Puri, on the 
27th September. The service was conducted by 
Rev. Bhai P. N. Mallik, who having read the 
appreciation of the Raja by Minister Keshub 
“Chunder Sen offered prayers to render homage to 
the Great Apostle of God. ... 

The public Memorial Meeting was held on the 
7th October last at the Clarke Hall Puri, whe» 
Mr* N. P. Thadani. the worthy Collector, took 
the chair. The proceedings commenced with 
chanting Vaidic hymns by Sj. B* N. Roy and 
mangalachamn by little girls. Rev. Bhai P. N. 
Mallik offejred a prayer which was followed hy 
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a hymn by Miss Rcnuka* The introductory 
address dilating on the life and teachings of the 
great Rajarshi having been delivered in Bengali 
by Rev. Mallik, there were recitations of 
potms composed especially for the occasion and 
rfe^idings from the writings of the Raja» and an 
address to his spirit by Brahmananda Keshub 
Chunder Sen. which were interspersed with hymns 
by Master Gupta. Mr. R. K. Sen then addressed 
the meeting in English on the Appreciation of 
the Raja by the West. The President concluded 
the proceedings with a neat little speech on the all- 
round greatness of the Raja . — The Navavidhan. 
Ce^lcutta, Nov. 2, 1933, 

Dibnigark* — The Dibrugarh Brahmo Samaj cele- 
bra^ the Centenary of Raja Ram mob un Hoy in the 
manner. Divine Service was conducted on 
Satttrday, the 23rd September, evening, and Sunday 
the 24th September, morning, by Mr. J. N. Dast 
A nmtiber of ladies and gentlemen besides the 
members of the local Brahmo Samaj attended the 
series. The Minister in his sermons specially 
dealt lyith the significance of the Brahmo Samaj » 
and its founder, which were greatly appreciated. 

In the evening of the 24th September a Memorial i 
MlSBting was held at the local Brahmo Mandir under 
the chairmanship of Lt.-CoL J. L. Sen. It was 
aittehded by representatives Of various communities. 
1%e ©it speech was delivered by Pandit Sivnalh 
Bhalfacharya, an Assamese Brahmin, who deecribed' 
I&iimmbhun as nothiiig short of an A vatar. He was. 
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•of opinion tliat the great Raja was a saviour 
of Mfther India, and a true exponent of liberal 
Hindu religious scriptures. He quoted verse after 
verse from the Gita, and said that Rammohim’s 
■ideals were all there. Next he said that his presence 
that day to share the Centenary celebration might 
be taken as due to the great service done by the 
Raja in conjunction with Lord William Bentinck in 
penalising the burning of the Sati a century back. 
His grandmother was sacrificed on her husband’s 
.pyre. His mother also would have been destined to 
the same lot on the death of his father, who left him 
in the widow’s womb, but for Rammohun Roy’s Sati 
agitation. 

The next speaker was Babu Chidananda Das, who 
in his speech put great stress upon the two charac- 
teristic features of Rammohun, viz., Love of Free- 
dom and Moral Courage. He said that the Raja 
fought single-handed against millions of irrational 
dogmas and vices, and every time came out victo- 
rious. 

A very learned speech was then delivered by Mr. 
8. C. Ganguli, m.a., who dealt with almost all the 
aspects of the Raja’s life and especially about his 
political ideals and outlook. He said that the first- 
rate politicians of the present day could not suggest 
anything new in their political aspirations and expres- 
sions, — nothing more than what Rammohun had 
‘expressed over a hundred years back. 

Jiext Miss P. Das, b.a,, read a paper in Assamesdi 
followed by Master Sangramkumar Roy, both pf 
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whom paid glowing tributes to the memory of the 
Kaja. 

The last speaker was Babu Jogendrakumar 
Chakravarti. In his speech he stated that the cult of 
the Brahmo Samaj was unsectarian, and its founder’s 
gospel based on truth, embracing all the grrat reli- 
gions of the world. He further said that the greatest 
man of the present living world, Mahatma Gandhi, 
may be considered as one of the truest followers of 
the Raja. 

After a hymn the meeting terminated. 

The public of the Dibrugarh Town convened a 
meeting at the Indian Club Hall on Thursday, the 
11th October, 1933, to celebrate the Centenary of 
Raja Rammohun under the presidentship of Babu 
Basambad Mitra, M.A.B.L., an influential member of 
the local Bar. The meeting opened with a song 
composed for the occasion and sung by Babu Gopal- 
chandra Banerjee, followed by recitation of Vedic 
verses and Svastivachaiia by Pandit Parbati- 
charan Vidyabhushan. The meeting was of a represen- 
tative character, and attended by a large number of 
gentlemen from various communities. Two ladies 
graced the occasion. 

Maulavi Maniruddin Ahmed read a paper. He 
was followed by Babu Jogeschandra Ghose who had 
composed a beautiful poem, and recited the same* 
paying glowing tribute to the deeds of Raja Ram- 
mohuii Roy amidst applause. Next Maulavi Sayedur 
Rahman, M.A.B.L., M.L.c,, delivered a fine speech 
on the monotheistic ideals of Raja Rammohun Royt 
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Next Mr. S. C. Ganguli, M.A., delivered a speech 
on t]|^e unique character of Raja Rammohun in matters 
social, religious and political. He said that the Raja 
had done a great service in bringing English educa- 
tion to India. Master of 10 languages, the Raja 
wrote the English language a century back so 
well that even now masters of style marvel at his 
diction. Next, he spoke of his activities in reforming 
the Hindu Law of Inheritance, his attempts to 
introduce the Jury System, his publication of books, 
pamphlets, magazines, and his fight with the Pundits, 
all of which sliowed that Rammohun was the greatest 
man of India in his time. 

Next, Pandit Abinash Chandra Sinha defined the 
character of the Raja as a saviour of the Hindu 
society, and a liberal thinker, though he was in the 
strictest sense a Hindu, having lived and died a 
Hindu. 

The meeting terminated after a fine speech by 
the president followed by a closing song composed 
for the occasion and sung by Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

London and Bristol. — There may be some 
delay before the Report of the London Celebra- 
tion Committee reaches us. Meanwhile we place 
before our readers the following extracts from a 
letter written by Dr. Prasanta Kumar Ghosh to a 
friend under date London 28th September 1933. 

*'We had three meetings during these seven 
days in honour of the great Raja Rammohun Roy. 
On Friday {22nd September) night a public 
meeting was held in the spacious room of the 
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Essex Hall, presided over by the High Commis- 
sioner for India. Last Sunday i.e,, on the ^^th 
there was morning service in the Theistic Church 
by Rev. M. C. Ratter, who spoke on the Raja's 
achievements in religion, in social reform, and in 
furthering the spread of Bengali literature. In 
the afternoon there was a tea-party given by Mr. 
Gadre, a Prarthana Samajist from Bombay. In 
the evening Rev. Sparham conducted the service 
in the Unitarian Church, and dwelt on the life of 
the Raja. And lastly on the 27th we went to 
Bristol to pay homage to our illustrious dead. ... 

From the Bristol Station we were driven in a 
charabanc to the Cemetery direct, where Rev. 
Tudor Jones conducted a short service. Wreaths 
were then laid on the tomb. Next we went to the 
Lord Mayor’s palace where he, his wife, and his 
two sisters received us. We had some speeches 
and conversation, and then were invited by the 
Lord Mayor as his guests to lunch at the Grand 
Hotel. After lunch we visited the house where 
Mary Carpenter and her father lived, and where 
Sir Albion Banerji was born. The next house 
wc saw was 'Red Lodge*, Mary Carpenter's 
Industrial School, which was closed only recently 
in 1918 after more than a century's useful work, 
and is now preserved as the nation's property in 
charge of antiquarians. There we saw the full- 
sized original oil painting of the Raja by R. A. 
Eriggs K. a., from which all portraits of the 
fStaJa which now we see. were taken* 



LONIiON AND BRIfiTOL 


160 


Next we were driven to Lewin's Mead Chapel 
wli^e Dr. Lant Carpenter preached, and where 
the Raja had also preached. To the same pulpits 
old and revered, were called Mr. Yusuf Ali, Mr, 
Gadre and Rev. Sparham to speak. They spoke 
on the Raja's life, on his religious ideals, and on 
the impetus he gave to the Unitarians during his 
stay in England. 

Thence we went to Stapleton, outside Bristol, 
where the Raja had lived as the guest of Miss 
Castle, a ward of Dr. Lant Carpenter, in a house 
then called ‘Stapleton Grove,’ but now named 
‘Beech House.’ Here the Raja died and was 
buried. A brass tablet has been attached to this 
building, which is now a big Mental Insti- 
tution, accommodating nearly 200 mentally 
backward and defective children. Their class 
was actually in progress when we reached the 
place. We visited the room where the Raja 
lived and died, and the original site in the 
grounds of the house where the Raja was buried 
under an elm tree in 1833. A stone tablet has 
recently been erected at this place to mark the 
original site of the interment. His remains 
were removed by Dwarakanath Tagore 10 years 
later, when he visited England. Dwarakanath 
bought a piece of land at Arno's Vale and 
there laid the remains of Rammohun. 

We then went to the town* and after a 
hearty tea and a hearty vote of thanks to Rev. 
Jones and Mrs. Jones, and to the Secretary of 



170 RAMMOHITN KOY CENTENARY CELEBR ACTIONS 

tlie Centenary Committee, we left Bristol and 
returned to London at night, — A day sp0it in 
the revered memory of a very famous man. rich 
in religious zeal and clear thinking power, aptly 
called the Father of Modern India,— I shall 
treasure the memory of the day all through 
my life. 

The evening papers of Bristol printed pic- 
tures of the group at Arno’s Vale Cemetery 
the same day, and 1 send you a cutting from 
one of them. The gentleman with the wreath is 
Mr. Cadre, and on his right in the picture I am 
seen quite plainly but not distinctly. The 
gentleman on the extreme left with hat in hand 
is Rev, Tudor Jones, the pastor who conducted 
us at Bristol, Between Mr. Cadre and Rev, 
Jones, with glasses on. is Mr. P. K. Dutt. the 
Educational Secretary with the High Com- 
missioner for India, On my right is Rev, 
Sparham. 

I have also taken a small plastered pillarct 
from the Raja's tomb, which the mason, when 
repairing the tomb last time, handed over to 
the Mayor of Bristol, thinking it might be 
souvenir to those who visit the tomb annually, 

I will take it with me and will give it to the 
Calcutta Samaj." 

Pithapuram. — The Centenary of Raja Rarnniohuh’ 
Roy Was celebrated with great eclat and enthu* 
siasm at Pithapuramt About a month before the- 
Centenalry Day a public meeting of the citizens Pf 
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Pithapuram was convened to concert measures for 
thelcelebration of the Centenary in a befitting manner. 
A Celebration Committee of influential citizens of the 
place was formed with Brahmarshi Dewan Bahadur 
Dr. Sir R. Venkata Ratnam Naidu, Kt., m.a., 

P. TJTT., LL.D., as President, and Mr. P. Rangabrahma 
Rao Naidu, President, Local Taluk Board, as Secre- 
tary. To perpetuate the memory of the Raja, the 
meeting requested the local Panchayet Board to 
re-name an important road of the Town as ‘Ram- 
mohun Road/ and a new park which is to be shortly 
laid out as ‘Rammohiin Roy Park.* It is a matter 
for gratification that the Board in a special meeting 
convened for the purpose has passed resolutions 
to do so. 

The local Brahmo Samaj, some of whose members 
were on the Celebration Committee, organised and 
carried out an intensive propaganda work in the 
neighbourhood, visiting as many as eighteen villages 
in all, viz. IJppada, Kothapalli, Kondevaram, Yend- 
apalli, Gollaprolu, Bhogapuram, Komaragiri, Gorsa,. 
Mallam, Jalluru, Kandarada, Fakiruddinpalem, 
Kumarapuram, Viravada, Chebrolu, Timmapuram, 
Chitrada and Prattipadu. By means of Bhajans and 
Sankirtans, by organising public meetings for speeches 
or lantern lectures, and by the distribution on a large 
scale of pamphlets and leaflets, the life-work and 
message of the Raja were brought to the homes of 
the village-folk. They were also exhorted to celebrate 
the Centenary Day in a worthy manner. The reports 
received from them are very encouraging. The poor 
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apd needy were fed in all the above yillages, rice was 
distributed in most of them, and public meetings 
were held in all of them on the 27th September. 

At Pithapuram, the Centenary was celebrated on 
the 26th and 27th of September. On the 26th there 
was Ushakirtan ^4. 30 to 6 a.m,,) and Divine Service 
iS A.M.^ by Mr. R. Balakrishna Kao in the Brahmo 
Samaj Hall. At 2 p.M, there were readings from the 
‘Life of Kammohun Roy’ by Mr. D. Ramamurthy. 
In the evening there was Nagar-sankirtan in one 
part of the town. 

On the 27th there was Ushakirtan from 4. 30 to 
6 A.M. and Divine Service (8 a m.; conducted by Mr* 
A. Chalamayya. At 10 a.m. all the disabled poor of 
the place were fed. At 4 p.M. there was Nagar- 
sankirtan in another part of the town. At 5 P.M. 
there was a public meeting presided over by Mr. C. 
Bhimasena Rao, b-a., l.t.. Messrs. Charla Narayan 
Sastry, Pendyala Venkata Subrahmanya Sastry, 
Panuganti Lakshminarasimham Pantulu, A. Samba- 
si va Iyer, B.A., B.L., and D. V. Krishna Sastry, B.A., 
addressed the meeting on the various aspects of the 
Rajah’s life and mission. The President in the 
course of his concluding speech announced the n^mes 
of two boys and one girl (pupils of the local High 
School) who won the first three prizes (amoupting 
to Rs. 25/-) for the best essays written in a Compe- 
titive Ejtaniination held in this connection. 

The local Brahmo Samaj also re5iolved to re- 
pame the Adi Andhra Elementary School under its 
a^apagetpent after 'the Raj, a. 
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kadies' Section * — The Ladies’ Prarthana Saniaj; 
of tile town also had its share of the Celebrations, 
carried on in a very fitting and enthusiastic manner. 
Their Celebration Committee consisted of many 
cultured and prominent ladies of the town. In the 
afternoon of the 27th of September, there was poor- 
feeding, and in the evening at 4 o’clock commenced 
their public meeting in the local Town Hall for 
ladies. Sriniathi Vinjamuri Venkata Ratnama 
presided on the occasion. A portrait of the Raja 
was unveiled ; and then Sreemathis Kotikalapudi 
Garu, Juluri Tulisamma Garu, and M. Seshamma 
Garu spoke on various aspects of the Raja's 
life ; and the whole proceedings were brought to a 
happy close with a sweet Hari-katha by Srimathi 
Kotamma Garu on the life of the Great Rajarshi. 

Dhubri Public Celebration.— A largely attended 
public meeting to celebrate the Centenary of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy was held in the hall 
of the Dhubri High School on the 27th October 
1933. Mr. K. W. P. Marar, r.c.s., Deputy Coin- 
missioner of the district presided. The functibn 
began with a hymn sung in chorus and led by Mrs. 
Sudevi Mukherji, followed by a short prayer by Srijut 
Pratapchandra Nag. Mrs. Bijanbashini Datta and 
Mrs. Kripakana Haidar read papers, and Mr. 
R. N. De, Deputy Conservator of Forests, Mr. 
Bisbnu Prasad Duara, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Maulavi Darajuddin Ahmad, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, Babu Sasadhar MajumdAr, Head 
Master, Babus Ramanikanta Bose, B.L.| Gitisfa- 
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Chandra Datta and Romeshchandra Mukherji ^^and 
the President spoke on the life of the Raja, j^wo 
prizes were awarded, to Miss Nalini Bose, a student 
of the Girl’s High School, and Karim Baksh of the 
Boys’ High School, for their essays on the life of 
the Raja. A hymn sung in chorus, followed by 
an expression of thanks to the President and to the 
Head Master of the School, who kindly lent the 
hall for the purpose of the meeting, concluded the 
proceedings. The meeting was a great success, and 
created an impression in the minds of the audience. 

On Saturday the 28th October, a meeting for 
ladiesv was held in the Dhubri Brahnio Samaj, over 
which Mrs. Basantakumari Mukherji presided. The 
meeting commenced with a hymn sung by Mrs. 
•Snehaprabha Neogi and a prayer offered by the 
President. Mrs. Bijanbashini Datta spoke, find 
Mrs. Charubala Datta, Mrs. Kripakana Haidar, 
Miss Mihika Nag, Miss Kamala Das Gupta and 
Miss Nalini Bose read papers on the life of the 
Raja. A few remarks from the President and a 
h^n sung in chorus concluded the proceedings. The 
meeting was well attended. 

Dr> Southworth on Rammohun Roy . — (From 
The Christian Register t Sept. 28, 1933*} 

Across the interval of a century of time and ten 
thousand miles of space, the Register salutes today 
on the Centenary of his death, Raja Rammohun Roy, 
the of Modern India/’ and prints with warm 

approval the glowing tribute of Rabindranath Tagore 
to his, great compatriot. 
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III the history of religious progress Rammohun 
Royloccupies a unique place. A native of Asia, the 
'birthplace of world-religions, he was not, like 
Mohammed, Buddha or Jesus, the founder of a new 
religion, but was profoundly impressed by the contri- 
bution which each of the three great religions, 
Hinduism, Christianity, and Islam, under whose 
combined influence he grew to manhood, had made to 
the totality of religious truth. In order that he might 
understand this contribution better, he mastered the 
original languages in which the sacred books of these 
religions were written, — Sanscrit, xlrabic, Persian, 
Hebrew, Greek, Syriac, Aramaic, — and became, as 
he was described by Sir Monier Williams, “the first 
earnest-minded investigator of the science of Com- 
parative Religion that the world has produced.” 

His investigations taught him that each of these 
faiths declared that “the love of man as man was 
the authentic expression of the love of God.” The 
Brahmo Sovnaj, of which he w^as the founder, was 
open to all “who, by whatever name, would acknow- 
ledge some Principle in the Universe, the need bf 
meditation on that Principle as good, and the love 
and service of man as the guiding Principle, ^pf the 
conduct of life.” So hospitable were his mind and 
heart that to IMohammedans he seemed a Moham- 
medan, to Hindus a Hindu, and to Christians a 
'Christian. But though he liked to speak of himself 
as a Unitarian Hindu, he did not look forw^ard to 
the conversion of the adherents of one of these relit 
gions by another, or to their ultimate merger. He 
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believed instead that each should be permitted to 
advance along the line of its own historic contii|[uity 
toward its own goal, and that by helpful contact and 
assimilation they should grow toward a coOimon, 
but ever advancing, ideal. Thus he anticipated by 
just a hundred years the brilliant report whicli a 
company of distinguished Christian laymen have 
recently given to the world in their epoch-making 
volume ** Rethinking Missions.** 

Fittingly has it been written by his English 
biographer : “Rammohun Roy stands in history as 
the living bridge over which India marches from 
her unmeasured past to her incalculable future. He 
was the arch which spanned the gulf that yawned 
between ancient caste and modern humanity, between 
superstition and science, between despotism and 
democracy, between polytheism and theism. ... 
He leads the way from the orientalism of the past, 
not to but through Western culture, to a civilization 
which is neither Western nor Eastern, but something 
vastly larger and nobler than both.” 

London. (Culled from the hidian Magazine & 
Ueview and the Subodh Patrika ) — There is a small, 
ancient restaurant, run by an aged Italian, in a small 
alley which shoots from the Strand in the direction 
of the Embankment. You step it in the presence 
of a collection of dilapidated furniture, antiquated 
crockery and photographs that show the accumulated 
dust of ages. At the counter sits an old figure whose 
face shows marks of many summers and many more 
Winters. He talks to you gmtly stud shows to 
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you ^1 photograph which he almost worships every 
morning. That is .the picture of a man who 
inspired his father toMi^^e ^‘righteously and who 
saved him from d moral and spiritual degradation/^ 
On a careful scrutiny you will notice that the 
picture is of a foreigner, with a huge turban and 
long flowing robes, a forehead that is prominent 
by its broadness, with eyes that look calrp yet 
penetrating. That is the picture of Raja Rammohun 
Roy. It was in this small cafe, owned by an Italian, 
which has passed on to the family members from 
generation to generation, that Raja Rammohun 
Roy used to have his small cup of coffee before 
proceeding by way of the Thames Embankment 
to the Houses of Parliament in those stormy days of 
the Reform Bill. How an Indian’s memory Is 
refreshed and his soul inspired in the presence of the 
antiquated picture of that great reformer who broke 
the traditions of centuries and paved the way for our 
country’s rebirth ! 

Only a lumdred yards away in the eastern direc^ 
tion, just at the point where the famous Fleet Street 
begins, there w'inds a small road towards the riv^r^' 
face. It is called Essex Street. Essex Street is 
famous for the Essex Hall. The hall is small but 
cosy. In this hall the celebrations of the Centenary 
in England commenced on 22nd September with a 
meeting and soiree. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra 
along with Mr. Yusuf AH, Rev. Alfred Hall^ 
the famous Unitatian minister, Messrs. Shoran 
Singh, J. G. (jadre, P. K. Dutt, Sir Hassaa^ 
12 
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Suhrawardy and Sir Gyanen Roy, were seated oig the 
dais. Behind them hung the portraits of Jjfmes 
Martineau, the famous Unitarian autlior and 
minister, Dr. Estlin Carpenter, and Dr. James 
-Drummond, principals of the Manchester College, 
Oxford. There was a large gathering of Europeans 
and Indians of both sexes. That showed the extreme 
reverence which peoples of all countries have for that 
great Indian personality. 

Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, K.C.s.l., K.C I.K., 
C.B.E., the High Commissioner for India, who pre- 
sided, gave an able and sympathetic review of the 
life and work of Rammohun Roy, — his career in the 
public services in India, his social and educational 
work, his efforts for reform as regards ^ati, polygamy, 
atid the social slavery of women. In religion he was 
a Unitarian, and he founded the Brahmo Samaj in 
■Calcutta in 1828. In education he uplield the Eng- 
lish system, and to him and David Hare India owes 
her first English College in India, founded by them 
in 1817. He came to England as the political 
ambassador of the Mughal Emperor of Delhi. He 
out as one of the greatest men of modern 
llidian history. 

Rammohun Roy’s greatness lay in pulling us out 
of the padding of religious bigotedness and the 
superficial aspect which had taken a strong hold of 
our spiritual minds. He taught Indians to look 
around and pursue the path of progress with a view 
ito reach the level of equality and civilisation, the 
.greatest heritage of mankind. Sir Bhupen concluded 
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his re|narks by saying that India needed men who 
werelnibued with the same spirit that inspired Kaja 
Rammohun Roy, because the urgent need of our 
country today is the march towards progress. 

Mr. Abdulla Yusuf Ali, M.A., c.n.K., followed. 
He drew attention to the essential principles of 
such celebrations, and to the value of their personal 
and social influence, and felt that they should 
be more general in India. He spoke of the life in 
h^ngland of Rammohun l^oy, and said that he was 
responsible for the first efforts towards intellectual 
co-0[)eration between England and India. He strove 
for a liberalized Hinduism, for all kinds of reform, — 
religious, legal, social. He was lieard by a Select 
(Committee of the House of Lords on constitutional 
reform ; Jeremy lieutham and Lord Brougham were 
among his friends. He was entirely for English and 
scientific education ; there was no trace of communai 
feeling in his utterances, and he made and fostered 
personal contacts between the communities in India. 
He was a great scholar. He studied the Vedas in 
Sanskrit, and Muslim writings in Persian and Arabic. 
Would that we could revive his spirit m India now | 
The co-operation of Britain and India was nevet 
more necessary than now. We may look forward to 
an India which shall cherish the old learning and 
welcome the new. 

The Centenary celebration was welcome to all 
Indians* It breathed the .spirit of harmony, conciliation 
and peace. The celebrations of India^s eminent son# 
and daughters, like Asokti, Akbar, Cliand Bi|>t> 
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Kalidas, Kaja Ramniohun Roy ciitl others, a? sist to 
brinj? about unity and co-opemtion. 

The Rev. Alfred Hall, President of the General 
Assembly of Unitarian Churches, said that Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy impressed all liberal thinkcu-s of the Uni- 
tarian church. He was of commanding: personality and 
handsome presence, and was gifted with a great intel- 
lect : he was master of ten languages ; he had great 
practical ability, and his was the first important end^assy 
from India to Kngland. ITis death wa> deeply re- 
gretted and mourned in England })y Unitarians, for 
he had brought to tluan a certain amount of e(mfidence 
in that a man of learning of his kind had come to 
conclusions in religion similar to tlieir own. From the 
Brahmo Samaj wliieh he founded had com(^ some of 
India’s greatest intellects. He resisted idolatrous prac- 
tices, and held that mankind could h(^ rod(*emed by 
belief in one God. Tlau-e is perhaps lit(l(* difbu'imce 
intellectually and spiritually ])el,W(MMi the I’aist and the 
West. Roy shouhl serve to inspire p<'()ph‘ to develop not 
a narrow but a wid(^ outlook, not a national Init inl(*r- 
national vision, Jiot a racial but a humanirarian per- 
S|>ec?ti ve. 

Sir Hassan Sulirawardy, tlie Vicf-Ohancellor of the 
Calcutta University, wlio liad just arri\7*d in Ihiglami 
and was to leave nc'xt day, <‘xpress(‘d as a Mu'-lim ins 
homage to Rammohun Roy. One of the Persian Itooks 
written by Raja Rammohun Roy was translated by bis 
father. And his father was ama/.ed at the way a 
Hindu could write such fluent Arabic. The University 
bf Calcutta was the chibl of Roy^s unceasing activities 
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in th^ lield of education ; and it was an honour for Sir 
Hassarf to be elected the Vice-Chaucellor of that Uni- 
versity. HivS centenary is beinp: celebrated in the Senate 
House of the University of Calcutta, because he was a 
j^reat reformer in education. He asked for the intro- 
duction of scientific education in India ev’^en before its 
value WHvS rcalise<l in England. He had a prophetic g-ift. 
His spirit and influence united Hindu and ^ruslim and 
Christian. 

Mr. J. G. Ga«lre of the Prarthana Samaj then read 
a disc^ourse, mainly l)iogra}>hical, on Rammohun Roy’s 
life iind his social and religious aims, and referred to 
his long ami close association with Mr. John Digby in 
the Bengal Civil Servlee and in literary work. 

Mr. Shoran Singh, of the Young Elen’s Christian 
Association, said that in eonsidering the life of Rarn^ 
inohun Roy, we must ask ourselv(‘s if in our tuiarts 
there burns his reforming tire* He was the great recon- 
ciler, one of the founders of national unity. We in 
our day are suffering from the non-essenlials of religion. 
He came to England as a polilical and religious 
ambassador, but h(‘ desired to be an ambassador also 
of India’s culture. *‘‘On all us Indians is laid the duty 
of being individually ambassadors of India, for our 
country is judgetl mainly from the life of Indians in 
England and Aimnaca. We must look forward to social 
reform. The freedom of Indian women was won by 
Rammohun Roy. The Indian women can teach the 
men the idea of national unity. Nationalism and 

i'f" 

patriotism in the narrow form are a curse. We mlif^t 
inherit his great spiritual force.” He then quoted soni^ 
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. S'in irig-s of Rnmniohiiii Roy, onclin^ Avidi the 8o,!Oonce 
^'the tmo way to sorvo God is to do g'oo<l lo nian.’^ 

On vSunday ‘24 rh Roptomlxa*, special 

rial Servic(“ was licld at tho ITiitiarlaii Christitin Clmrcli, 
Hi^^'hij'ate TTill. fjondon, uhcii (lie ^fillister, (lie Rev. 
G. J. Rjiarbani, oflitaalod, and Rlr Alliioii Tbnierji .i^avc 
tlu^ address. Anion, a* the lar^c (*on<4TCji^a(ioii ass(*ni]>l<Ml 
W{a‘e r(‘prcsciil:itivr‘< of (In* Hindu, Rahai 

and (diristian (‘ unniunit ies, and al-o nicnih'TS of (h(‘ 
Brahnio Sainaj, and of (be Gonncil of tbc Giuioral 
Ai8^?eni])Iy of Hnitarian and Free Cbrisdan r’'lmre]n‘^. 

The Sermon by Sir Albion Banerji. — It is in 
keeping* witli the spirit of Raja Rannnohun Rent’s 
life and v.\)rk% tliat 1 am ]^ri\'ilcifed, as a representative 
of the Brahrno Samaj wdiieb be founded, to address 
this r.ongregation this ^n'cning, gathered togetlnu' in 
fijj, Church Vvdiich was foiinde I hv R olxad Spears 

in le..S5. i\Tr. Spears also was lon.g associated wdth 
tlie Icailers of tlie Rralimo Samai, — Iveshuh Chunde.r 
Sen, rh'atap Clniraier Mozo.omdar, and also my fallier 
S e a \ Ta t a S h a s h i | 'na d a . 

'The memory of Sie greal men of tlu; world in the 
hehds of religion, 5;ocial uplift, and even politics, lias 
a tendtmey to fade with the |>rof'ess of lime. Their 
living evample and the lieroir. efforts they put forth 
are forgotten as things of the past. We of the 
present generation forget what we owe to our fore- 
fathers, and t?ike iniicii credit for the conditions in 
'^hi(^:h we find ourselves, when they are agreeable 
to pis, and blame our predecessors for any tiling that 
we find irksome or doiTt quite appreciate. The 
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majker minds and master builders of human c^ltuire 
in Ivery a^e or epoch fulfil a special destiny and 
come to perform a special mission. The duty of the 
youth of to*day is, by the aid of such celebrations 
as we are holding this evening, to realise the signi- 
ficance of tlie life and work of such outstanding 
leaders of human thought and human activities as 
Ram mol urn Roy, so that they ma\' find the many 
perplexing problems, which they in course of time 
will hare to solve, less difficult of solution. 

Ibrst and foremost, the need of the present world, 
rent in wa,rring nationalism, and guided princif^ally 
h>’ a material concej^tion of human civilization, is 
spiritu.ilism, and restoration of the religious sense, 
whl(’h IS bee iming weaker and weaker under the 
stress of poliliial ami economic turmoil- Kammohun 
Ro>'’s greaiC'-.L work was in this sphere, of human 
endeavour, aial on this occasion wlwn we are holdiilga 
l)i\'ine Ser\'ica‘ with specdal reference to the Centenary 
of the Kbiia’s death, it is only befitting tliat I sliould 
lay e.mnlnisis on a few of the dominating principles 
which guidcHl his life and work*. 

It has to be remembered that when the Raja was 
born in tlie last (|uarter of the Ibih century, the 
British had not yet establislied settled government 
in Imiia. ddie country was unsettled from north to 
south and east to west. The Moghul Empire was 
tottering towards destruction. The education of the 
people was, for tlie most part, directed by the policy 
of exclusion, so that only high caste Brahmins were 
taught, and the majority of the population were steeped 
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in ignorance and superstition. The teachings of /the 
Hindu scriptures had almost been forgotten, j^nd 
the religion of ancient India degenerated into all 
forms of idolatry, some of which were crude and 
vulgar. Owing to the disappearance of everything 
that was noble and good in the culture of the Hindus, 
the social condition amongst the people was deplor- 
able. The Raja was so influenced by these distress- 
ing circumstances that he resolved to acquire such 
knowledge and erudition, through the study of the 
scriptures in their original languages, as would enable 
him to unearth the hidden truths of the religion of 
the Upanishads, as well as of other religions, such as 
Christianity, Mahomedanism, Buddhism and Zoroas- 
trianism, irrespective of dogma. 

Amidst all the activities into which the Raja’s 
early years were crowded, he never lost his desire 
to purify the religious life of his people. The turmoil 
of political work, the agitation for the abolition of 
Suttee, the spread of English education, and the 
resuscitation of ancient Sanskrit learning, drew forth 
his best energies ; but the Raja never lost sight of 
what he deemed to be the main purpose of his life. 
He could have been the most successful man of his 
flay from the worldly point of view, but he sacrificed 
everything ; for, even as early as in his 16th year, 
he wrote a treatise against the idolatry of the Hindus, 
which caused a breach between him and his father, 
with the result that he was exiled by his family to 
the distant country of Tibet. In the prime of his 
manhood, about his fortieth year, he gave up all 
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worlclly avocations and engaged himself in religious 
cultiire, and in the investigation of truth. Surround- 
-ed by an atmosphere of corruption, intrigue, unholi- 
ness, licence and indulgence, the spirit of the Raja 
shone forth like a radiant lamp to dispel the darkness 
that spread over the whole land. With his reform- 
ing zeal, he was anxious not only to restore the 
monotheism and the spirituality of the ancient sages, 
but he wanted to spread true religion amongst all 
classes of men, without distinction of caste or sex. 
The position of women at that time had degraded to 
a status so low that they were subject to every kind 
of suppression and disability. His great leadership 
gained the abolition of Suttee, and this was the first 
step towards breaking through those customs which 
were established by the practice of corrupt Hinduism, 
and allowed by fictitious religious sanctions. 

At that time, as every one knows, with the advent 
•of the British trading classes in India, came also 
Christian Missionaries. And they attempted to 
propagate a form of Christianity which was full of 
dogmas and doctrines that appeared repugnant 
to the Raja’s ideas of true religion. This brought 
him into conflict with the Christian Missionaries, and 
he wrote then ‘the Precepts of Jesus, a Guide to 
peace and happiness,’ to show the excellence of pure 
■Christianity. In one of his works, written after the 
publication of the ‘Precepts,’ viz, the ‘Second Appeal 
to the Christian Public,’ he stated his views on 
Christianity as follows : — “My view of Christianity is 
that in representing all mankind as the children of 
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one Eternal Father, it enjoins them to love^ one 
another without making any distinctions of country, 
caste, colour or creed.” 

In spite of the Raja’s scholarship, literary ability, 
and fighting characteristics in the field of social and 
political reform, he never lost his innate spirituality 
and prayerfulness. In 1828, he established the 
Brahmo Samaj on a broad and catholic basis. The 
principle of this Church which he founded was 
that in it the Supreme Being alone was to be wor- 
shipped. Ramrnohun described the Samaj in these 
words : — “A place of public meeting of all sorts and 
descriptions of people without distinction, as shall 
behave and conduct themselves in an orderly, sober, 
religious and devout manner, for the worship and 
adoration of the Etern?d, Unsearchable and Immut- 
able Being, who is the Author and Preserver of the 
Universe, but not under or by any other name, 
designation or title peculiarly used for and applied to 
any particular Being or Beings by any man or set of 
men whatsoever,” In his life, he exemplified the 
union of true wisdom and the love of Ood. 1 he Ivaja 
was a Brahmin of Brahmins, Hindu of Hindus, Maho- 
medan of Mahoinedans, and Christian of Christians- 
This synthesis was the characteristic mark of his life. 

A century has passed, and yet we are no nearer 
a just and adequate appreciation of the qualities of 
Ramrnohun Roy. Let us all hope that this Centenary 
may bring us nearer the great truths his life and work 
revealed, 

1. The paramount need for the consolidation 
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of ihe national life of the people of India, irrespective 
of caste, creed or religion. 

2. The need for the uncompromising spirit to 
fight corruption, falsehood, and social and moral 
degeneration. 

3. The need for a strong and abiding faitli in 
One Universal God, and the conviction which 
guided his whole life, that “the true way of serving 
God was to do good to man.” 

Raja Rammohun Roy. — (Loading Articde in the 
Guftv'liai}^ ]\T;ulras, G July, 1032). 

On the LUlli Sejitianher ls:>3, there pas^jod away 
at Brlslo] tie* projilnd of Mod(*rn India, whose life is no 
nn'inory to-day, hut eonv<*ys a in:'‘<sag(‘. appropriate 
for tin* tiino'^. The Zi'.al with wliieli India, and Bengal 
in ])arti(‘ular, jiropose to eel«d)rat(‘ the (‘en tenary has 
other n*asons pious devotion to the hero of a 

past age. In tin* galaxy of illustrious nu'ii wliom India. 
h;is ])rodue('d < luring tin* ('«*ntury, tlnu’e is hardly any 
p(*r,son:ility wlnw-' pcuietrative insight was so universal 
and so profound as to nu'rit tle^ claim of being a ymv 
phi*t to whom the country <*an turn now and for a long 
tiling to come, for sure, guidance* and inspiration. If 
Rajuimohun Boy was a light who shone in the darkness 
of a, e(*ntui'y ago, In* was also a beacon of light out of 
whos(* range India may not, yet have, said to have 
passed. 

Tt) call him a ‘universal maid is not the language of 
rhetoric*. It is not a contemporary recognition of value. 
It is a belatf'd posthumous estimahj prompted in suc- 
ceeding generations by (heir bewilderment at the ever- 
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Yvideniijg issues of a growing nation, and the centrist 
afforded by Ramiiiohun Roy’s early clarity of vision 
and his discovery of the roots of life. He was a rebel 
in the society of his day, which knew its own best tradi- 
tions but feebly, and could discern the future evolution 
in no clear outline. Perhaps then more truly than 
now could India have said to have been made up of 
'^masses” literally, rendered lifeless and ineffectual by 
economic degradation, a growing political subjugation, 
and spiritual chaos. There was no living conflict as 
in the centuries that had preceded. Those troubles 
had done their work and left a mental debris of which 
•the external political unification that hatl started under 
fthe British had not yet taken account. It is under 
such conditions that Rammohun Roy enunciated princi- 
ples that have stood the test of time and bear testimony 
to his synthetic personality. 

There was enough of the dead past to mak(? a mere 
►crusader of a prophet and bestow temporary glory. But 
Rammohun Roy possos.sed the true prophet’s faith in 
humanity and in its Creator. He brought dry boues to 
life in his day and his constructive temper envisaged 
a destiny for the nation that has not been excelled in 
•conception. 

Ills contempt for customs, traditions and institutions 
bred no contempt for any section of his fellow country- 
men. His exploration of the ancient lore of India 
just when in the name of that heritage he was exiled 
was characteristic of his love to discover the spirit 
beneath all externals. He went w^here the spirit led 
him, into the sources of Hindu and Muslim culture and 
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philosophy, into reason and contemplation. It was a 
divine passion which set no limits to Ids search. He 
probed many religions and philosophies and saw their 
worth for man. His quick grasp of their essentials 
made him a social reformer, the champion of modern- 
education, a spiritual seer, and a political worker. To 
say that he thought ahead of his times is to say little. 
The particular measures that he laboured for, were based 
upon such a (dear conception of fundamentals, that they 
proved to be but the precursors of larger changes in, 
that direction at a later date. “He based his ndorms, 
social or political, agrarian or industrial, on a criticism 
of social life, on ulterior postulates and concepts in- 
wiiich lui eflvcted a synthesis b(*tween the East and the 
At his time of Indian history, his views miglit 
well have ))eea regarded as outrageous or fanatical, 
but he found their sources in the cnltiires of the land 
and of the* wesr, both of which W(*re sealed ])i>oks to his 
fellow couiitryineji. To comteiVt* in his day sueli a fusion 
of the dificrent cultun^s is a standing womler, ma<le 
more* so by the fact of tlio<e cultutvs being represented 
by politically hostile race-^. The ’'Father of Modcu'u 
India’ is a fitting appellation for tin* seer who found 
the syntb(‘sis. 

To the politically minded India of this day, Raja 
Rainmohun Roy’s view of Western civilization and his 
relationships witli tlio lunv comtuerors must s(*em 
remarkal>le ; hut snbse(|uent history has justified his 
faith. He saw beneath tiu^ artificial connectiojis esta- 
blished by political conquest, the possibilities of the 
enrichment of life that neither his countrymen nor the 
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political invaders so clearly perceived. Who knows 
but that it was Rtiinmohun Roy who converted the 
British political mastery of India into a definite moral 
trusteeship ? His larijfe contacts with Europeans and 
with the authorities were made to server tliis purpose. 
It is a testimony to the lar^e faith that inspired the 
man that he should coiuinit the welfare of the country 
to .stranj>ers when evidence had alremiy become apparent 
that racial superiority and mistrust had become part 
of the British attitude, and that the material benefits 
of coiKpiests were lurin^^ the rulers into other paths. 
While lie fouglit af^ainst thes(‘ often in vain, he knew 
that apart from these aberrations, lasting ^moil would 
result from international relationships. It was not a 
popular step with Rammohini Roy’s countryimm. Had 
that ideal been maintained in its purity, the century 
that lias passed would liave Siam India more of an 
“advanced” nation than a ‘liackward” omi. 

All these, however, were external landmarks in 
Rammolinn Roy’s mental history. They show that 
after he had laid the theoretical foundations of his 
synthesis by extensive thought and study, the stage 
came wlieii his miml turned from theory to practice, 
from doctrine to institutions, from polemics to reform. 

But it is as the apostle of a Universal I^eligion that 
Rammohun Roy achieved his greatest distinction. His 
own contribution may he said to have been of a more 
permanent nature than the offshoots of a later day. He 
bad studied the three scriptures, — Hindu, Islam and 
Christianity, and had di.scovered the core of each reli- 
gion. Strengthened by these convictions, he waged 
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Avar against the accretions iu each of these, even if it 
led him into controversies with the exponents of each 
religion, or rendered it necessary for him to defend 
any one of them against the others. He stood for the 
truth and universalism of every ndigion. “lie had 
been brouglit by his pioneer studies in Comparative 
Keligion to Universalism, ami what is more, to a uni- 
versal Scripture, a nniv(‘rsal authority, as underlying 
all historic scriptun's and all historic authorities. . . . But 
he perceived that the lTniv(a-sal Truth was stn^s.^ed in 
iliftenmt ways, had dilibrent accents. The Vedanta, 
whi(di laid reston^d him to faith, he always considered 
as strongest in JiKina, the knowletigc; of the Unity of all 
souls and of the woiTi in Brahma ; — Islam, which liad 
given him his early iconoclastic zeal, lie considered as 
strongest in tin* sen.‘^{‘ of divine government and 
a militant e<piality of man with man ; and ('hrisiianity, 
which gave liim the divine exemplar, he considered as 
-strongest in ^^tliical and social guidance to peace and 
haptiiness in tin? path of life. Tims his univer.salism 
•in Religion jia.ssed on to a historic synthesis, which 
was distingnishcil from eclecticism in two ways. First, 
110110 of these religions was only a of the truth ; 

each in its pristime purity was the Irutii, specifically 
-and (gh ideally extm'ssed or emhodied. Secondly, each 
in his view was to preserve its historic or traditional 
continuity, tliough eacli was to grow by mutual contact 
•and assimilation and by convergence to a common 
ideair [ Sir B. N. Seal | 

There may be doubts about the correctness of his 
judgments and his interpretation of individual religions. 
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But he approached so near an acceptance of the central 
truth of each of them, that he was claimed in turn 
to be a Muslim, a Christian, a Hindu, and so on. It 
is not by the standards of the feeble replicas of a later 
day that we can dismiss the early founder as a spiritual 
adventurer or an accommodating syncretist. His aspirct- 
tion to find and follow the Truth places his sincerity 
beyond doubt. If it led him in th(' direction of finding 
the universal in religion, the step is praiseworthy, for 
it was not by the sacriiice of the purity and essentials 
of any religion that he meant to do so That later 
developments fell ^hort of his ideal ''hows the magni- 
tude of his endeavour and its limitation^. 

But the inscription on Ins tombstone at Bristol 
will command general assent : ‘‘A conscientious and 

steadfast believer in the Unity of the (fodhead. He 
consecrated his lif<; with entire (hwotion to tin* woi'^hip 
of the Divine Spirit alone. To gix'at natural tahaits 
he united a thorough mast(‘ry of many languag(*s, and 
early distinguished himself as one of the greaUest 
scholars of the day. His nin\eari(Mi lalxair.*. to promote 
the ^oeiah moral ami physical <a>ndition of tin* peoi>le 
ot India, hi.^ ('anu'st endeavour'^ to Mippr(\^> idolatry 
and the rite of Suttee, and his eonsttiiit Z('alou- advo(‘aey 
of whatever tended to advanc(‘ tiu* trlory of (:iod and 
the welfare of man, live in the graU iiii namanbrance 
of his countryim*!!.” 
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Rampurhat (Dist. Birbluini, ) .— The Ram- 

nioluiii Roy Centenary was obserxed here on 4th 
November 1933 by a public meeting in which many 
enlightened people were present. Mr. Sridhar Majimi- 
dar, retired Sub-deputy Collector, presided. Bahii 
Rhabasindhii Datta opened the ]U‘oceedings with a 
hymn oi the Raja and a praye^. Rhabasindhu Babii 
and Babu Surendrasasi Cupla spoke on the various 
aspects o! the Raja’s life. (9n 3th November a 
Divine Service was held in the local Brahmo Samaj. 
Surendrasasi Babu conducted the service, and 
Bhabasindhn Babu and 8jt. Amntakumar Datta 
sang hymns. 

Suri I Dist. Biibhum, Bengal).— On 6th November 
ld33 Divine Service was held in the local Brahrno 
Samaj in the evening. Babu Surendrasasi Gupta 
conducted the service and Babu Bliabasindlui Datta 
gave a discourse on the Raja's SaiihaiKf. On 7th 
November Divine Service was held in the morning at 
the house of Dr. Kalidas Sarkar, conducted by Babu 
Amntakumar Datta. In the evening a public 
meeting was held in the Town Hall, presided over by 
Mr. SukumJir Sen, District Judge. Babu Bliabasindlui 
Datta sang a hymn and offered a prayer, and Babus 
Surendrasasi Gupta, Bhabasindhn Datta, Bidhubhu- 
shan Das and Hemendranath Mukherji delivered 
speeches. 

Rangpur (Bengal). — Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra 
visited this place in connection with the Rainmohun 
Roy Centenary on 7th attd 8th November 1933. 
On the 7th there was divine service in the morning in 


13 
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the Brabmo Samaj. In the evening a public meeting 
was held in a Shaniiana in the Rammohun Roy 
Club premises* Babu Jogesh Chandra Majumdar, the 
veteran pleader of the place, was voted to the chair. 
Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra was the principal speaker. 
On the 8th at 3 P.M. another meeting was held at the 
Carmichael College Hall at the instance of the 
College Union. Numerous students, including lady 
students, attended. Krishna Kumar Babu spoke on the 
condition of Bengal a hundred years ago, and on 
certain trends of thought in modern times. In the 
■evening there was a divine service at the house of 
Dr. Jnanadananda Das Gupta. 

Shillong . — Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra visited this 
place in connection with the Rammohun Roy Cente- 
nary on the 10th and again on the 14th and 15th 
November 1933. On the 10th there was a divine 
service in the morning conducted by Krishna Kumar 
Babu at the house of Rai Bahadur Mahendranath 
Gupta. On the 14th at 2 P.M. he spoke at the Mahila 
Samiti of the Laban Brahmo Samaj on the life of the 
Raja. In the evening a public meeting was held at 
the Police Bazar Brahmo Samaj. Krishna Kumar 
Babu presided, and delivered an interesting address. 
Other speakers were, Rai Bahadur Mahendranath 
Gupta, Maulavi Ata-ur- Rahman, Mr. Kong F'ahikaii, 
RaT Sahib Sivanath Datta, Mrs. Lila Ray, and Sir 
Muhammad fcfaadulla. On the 15th Krishna Kumar 
Babu conducted service at the Laban Brahmo Samaj. 

Cherrapoonji (Khasi Hills, Assam).— The 
Centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy' was celebrated 
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iJiere in the following manner. On 10th November 
1933, Friday, there was sankirtan in the evening, 
when Mrs. Philemon offered a prayer. On the 11th 
there was a prayer meeting in the morning, when 
U Dori Roy offered a prayer. In the evening divine 
service was conducted by Babu Aswatthama Roy 
Avho came from Nongjri. On Sunday the 12th 
November, which was the principal day of the cele- 
brations, U Johon of Sasarat conducted divine 
service in the morning. At 11 A.m. there was the 
Women’s Meeting when Mrs. Philemon conducted 
service and preached a sermon. At 2 P.M. the 
fprincipal meeting began with a prayer offered by Rev. 
Nilmani Chakrabarti. Then Babu Krishna Kumar 
Mitra, the venerable President of the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj, called different persons, one after 
-another, to address the meeting. Babu Rohinikanta 
Roy read a paper in Khasi on the life of the Raja. 
Then Mrs. Mahendrakumar Gupta spoke a few 
words on the Raja, for the benefit of the women. She 
was followed by Mrs. Philemon, and by Rai Baha- 
dur Mahendrakumar Gupta, Babu Anath Bandhu 
Sen and Babu Atul Bhushan Sarkar of Shillong. The 
President spoke last. The Bengali addresses were 
explained in Khasi by Babu Rohinikanta Roy. Rev. 
•Chakrabarti exhibited the portrait of the Raja to the 
-audience. At half past four a sankirtan party with 
mridanga and kartal went from the Samaj Mandir 
-along the main Station Road to Cherrapoonji village, 
a distance of about 2 miles, singing all the way. At 
-the Brahma Mandir at Pamalang U IHs Mohan Roy 
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of iSohbar offered a prayer, and addressed the people 
assembled there. Tiie part>^ came back to the 
Cherrapoonji IMandir by a different route, singing 
sankirtan all the way. The sankirtan party consisted 
of both men and women, and there was great enthu- 
siasm. The celebrations concluded with a prayer 
offered by Habu Rohinikanta Roy and an address by 
Babu Krishna Kiunar Mitra, who also offered a 
concluding prayer. His address was interpreted. 

The local Bengali gentlemen attended the Cente- 
nary meetings, and the large hall was full. Owing to 
quarantine restrictions consequent on an outbreak 
of Cholera, many Brahmos and others from different 
villages could not come. Still the big hall was filled. 
The celebrations were a great success, and created 
enthusiasm am(.)ng the people. 

Silchar (Assam), — Glowing tributes were paid to 
the memory of Raja Rammohun Roy at a puhlie, meeting 
held at Silcliar on idtli iKovember 19b3 in connection 
with his Clentenary by the citizens of Silchar with 
Bolemii dignity. Rai Bahadur P. C. Clmtterjeis tlu^ 
Deputy Commissioner, presided- Tlie meeting i)egaii 
with an impressive song sung by Mr. K. C. Chatterjets 
the well knowji musician of the town. Papers in Englisli 
and Bengali dealing with all the salient aspects of the 
Raja's life, were read hy Sjts. Mano Ranjan Sen, Sama- 
reiidra Bhatkicharjee, m.a., Mano Mohan Ranja Dey, 
8udhir Ranjan Sen, Srimat Swami Jogeswaranahda of 
the local Ramakrishna Mission, and Sriman Faitindra- 
nath Datla, a student. 
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SjL (loj)vMi<lra ArjiinoF Syilietiii courrsi* of his stirrinjj: 
<peet*.ii. hii<l ; 4 'reat stress upon the fact that Kammohnii 
Roy first arouseJ our doriuant spirits to independent 
thought in soeial and political nnUters. Sj. Nirode (Jhandra 
<}osw!iini, M.A., Head Master, Caeliar Hi< 2 :h School, 
addressing' the big' gathering*, said that tlie Raja’s life 
even after a century is a grand thing to discuss and 
admire. 

The Pn^sident in a nice speech summarised the noble 
life of the Kajii, and referred to the present (iiiestion of 
tlie removal of untouchability which was first launcl)ed 
-forth by the Raja, and is now accepted by Mahatmaji. 
He hoped that the demon of “touch-nie-not” would go 
-away in no time through the untiring attempts of 
Mahatmaji, for which he is even leady to lay down his 
life. \Vith a vote of thanks to the chair hy 8jl, 
Satish Chandra. Sen, the meeting came to a close.— (The 
Navavidhan, Calcutta.) 

Kalna { Dist. Burdwan). — On the 16th November 
1933 a public meeting for celebrating the Centenary 
of Raja Rammohun Roy was held in the Town 
Hall, Kalna, under the presidency of Sjt. Puma 
Chandra Roy, B-L. The proceedings commenced 
with a hymn and a short prayer. Sjt. Nirmal Chandra 
Chatterji, B.L., and Swami Nityagourananda Ava- 
dhuta of the local Nirvan Math addressed tlie 
meeting on the general aspects of the Raja’s great- 
mess and the many works of reform introduced into 
the country by him. Mr. Mathuramohan Ganguli 
dealt with the principal events of the Raja’s life, 
.-and showed that he was the pioneer of all reforms 
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in India, the founder of Comparative Religion, the* 
father of Bengali prose literature, a great linguist, 
a great theologian and a great jurist. He laid the- 
foundation of Modern India. He was i.. nationalist 
of nationalists, a Hindu of Hindus, but at the same 
time he was a universalist and a cosmopolitan, for his 
heart never remained confined to his own country, but 
went out to feel sympathy for the whole of humanity. 
The service of humanity was to him the worship of 
God. The message of his life was faith in God, 
peace on earth, and good will among men. Ram* 
mohun is not dead, but he lives in the works he 
initiated for the uplift of his country, and it will 
take several more centuries to form a right estimate* 
of his worth and works. 

The president concluded the meeting with an 
instructive, impressive and inspiring speech, noting 
briefly how the Raja infused a new life into his 
countrymen, and removed the many evil practices, 
then eating into the vitals of national life The- 
meeting dissolved with a vote of thanks to the presi- 
dent and the speakers, and a hymn by S. M. Ganguly. 

Katwa (Dist. Burdwan). — On the 20th December 
1 033 a public meeting was held in the Kamaprasad* 
Town Hall under the presidency of Sjt. Ashutosh 
Mukherji, b.l. Secretary to the local bar. The 
attendance was not large, but select. At the request 
of the president, Mr. Mathuramohan Ganguli sang a 
song composed by the Raja, and after a short prayer 
addressed the meeting for about a hour dealing with 
the many qualities of head and heart of the great 
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man, and the various works of public utility he started 
for the good of his countrymen. The speaker said 
that Rainmohun was not oqly a religious and a social 
reformer, the founder of the brahmo Bamaj, and the 
remover of the Sati and other evil practices, but he 
devoted the best energies of the best part of his life 
to furthering the educational, industrial, judicial, 
financial and various other interests of his country. 
It was he who first fought for the liberty of the 
Press. Though he himself was a hereditary landlord, 
he never desisted from advocating the cause of the 
indigent cultivators of the land, and pressed that their 
rights over land should be made as strong as those of 
the zemindars. He supported the separation of the 
judicial and the executive functions of Government^ 
and their subordination to the legislature, which, he 
said, should include representatives of the people 
and he was strongly in favour of the colonial system 
of government as obtained in Canada and Australia.. 
He was an epoch-making man. We should honour 
him and follow in his footsteps. 

Chapra. — The Centenary of Raja Rammohun 
Roy with a two-days’ unique and imposing pro- 
gramme, was celebrated at Chapra on 2nd and 3rd’ 
December 1933 with Principal D. N. Sen of the 
B. N* College, Patna, in the chair. Principal Sen 
was given a magnificent reception at the railway 
station where the notabilities of the town, including 
Mr. S. K. Das, I. C. S., District and Sessions Judge, 
Saran, who was the host of the President-elect, were 
present to receive him when the train steamed in. 
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The first day’s programme consisted of a Ladies’ 
"Meeting at the house of IMr. S. K. Das, where 
papers were read by sev*eral ladies on the importance 
of the great Raja’s contributions to the cause of 
women in this country. A poem by Miss Annapurna 
Devi, the talented daughter of Dr. Haradhone Dutt, 
which was set in tune and sung by her, was much 
appreciated. The meeting was attended by ladies 
of all creeds and communities, and thanks to the 
cordiality and supreme interest evinced by Mrs. 
S. K. Das, and also to the perfect arrangements made 
and the individual care taken personally by Mr. Das, it 
was a complete success. At the end of the meeting 
Babu Sriranga Vihari Lai, Retired Headmaster, Ram- 
mohun Roy Seminary, Patna, and a local Christian 
Missionary gentleman described the life-work of Raja 
Rammohun Roy and the life of Christ respectively 
with the help of lantern slides. 

The second day’s programme opened with noble 
music, picturesque arati and impressive prayer fol- 
lowed by a liberal distribution of alms to the poor 
and a Swadeshi Ananda Bazar Mela. Tlie ‘Ananda 
Bazar’ presented the appearance of a tropical sunset 
in the beautifully variegated trailing colours of the 
ladies* sanes as they moved to and fro in the Mela. 
Business was then commenced in the Men’s section 
with a highly felicitous address of welcome delivered 
by Mr. Hem Chandra Mitra, President, Centenary 
Committee, Chapra. Principal Sen was then voted 
to the chair amidst general applause. After a solemn 
prayer by Principal D. N. Sen, speeches were deli- 
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vered in Hindi, Urdu and Ivnglish by notable gentle- 
men of Cdiapra and outside, among the latter being 
Miinshi Ishwar Saran, the well-known leader of the 
United ProviiRes, Prof. Samblumatb Koy of the 
B. N. College, Patna, and among the former Maulavi 
Muhammad Majid, Pandit Jivananda Sharma, Mr. 
Avadhesh Kumar Varma, and others. 

Munshi Ishwar Saran characterised Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy as one of the greatest ^lakers of Modern 
India, whose life would provide an inexhaustible source 
of inspiration for us for long generations to come. 
He was the man who brought home to us again after 
a lapse of centuries that life and its blessings were 
not fdr the timids and cowards, and that freedom did 
not consist - in mere freedom of action. Freedom 
dwelt .^lone in the free spirit of the lion-hearted 
•ones, — a message on tvhich India of to-day, said 
Ishwar Saran, should do well to deeply ponder again. 

Maulavi Majid claimed Raja Rammohun Roy as 
a follower of Islam in the higher spiritual sense, and 
made clear his point with quotations from holy texts 
and the Raja’s writings. 

The President, who then delivered his address, was 
deeply impressed with the spontaneous outburst of 
-enthusiasm on the part of almost all sections of the 
citizens of Chapra and of all ages. He likened it in 
his speech to the quickening of a new life, — a reflec- 
tion of that quickening of a new birth brought about 
by the great Raja Rammohun Roy in moribund India 
well over a century ago. There was an undying fire, 
said he, somewhere in the profound depths of India’s 
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civilization, whicli burst forth at intervals and brought 
new life to the people when they needed it most. 
The Raja was one such Prometheus who lighted up the- 
dying embers of Indian life once again, and opened 
the portals of the future for them. He rescued the 
great religion of India from the rut into which it 
liad fallen, and lifted it like a mighty lever to its own- 
universal plane. And in doing so he restored the 
people of India to their long-lost high estate, ‘‘in 
this universal plane of the Indian religion and in this, 
high estate of India’s manhood and womanhood”, 
concluded Principal Sen, “there was no distiuction-. 
made of the outer garment of creeds and tenets, but 
it was all made up of harmony, of world-symphony”. 

The meeting was dissolved witli a vote of thanks- 
to the chair proposed by Mr. S. K. Das. 

The success of the celebrations was entirely due 
to Babu Mahendra Prasad and Babu Madan Mohan 
Sahay. The two-days’ impressive celebrations termi- 
nated with a very pleasant function at the residence of 
Mr. Gajadhar Prasad of the Subordinate Judicial 
service, where Principal Sen and Prof. Roy were 
given a cordial reception. (Advance). 

Contai (Dist. Midnapur, Bengal). — The Kam- 
mohun Roy Centenary was celebrated here with great 
enthusiasm from 10th to 13th November 1933. Divine 
Services were held in the evening on the 1 0th, and 
in the mornings on the llth, I2th and 13th, in the 
local Brahmo Samaj. Public meetings were held 
in the evenings on the llth and the 12th, On the first 
day Babus Bhabasindhu Dattaand Surendrasasi Gupta 
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spoke. On the second day Bhabasindhu Babu presided^ 
and Sm. Subodhbala Biswas and Sjt. Jogeshchandra 
Basil read papers, and Sjt. Jibankrishna Maiti and 
Sjt. Surendrasasi Gupta delivered speeches. On the 
13th Babu Bhabasindhu Datta delivered a sermon 
on the excellence of Brahinopasana after tlie morning 
service which was conducted by Babu Amritakumar 
Datta. 

Bogra (Bengal) — The Centenary of the death 
of Raja Rammohun Roy was celebrated here on the 
23rd and 24th November 1933, when Babu Krishna 
Kumar Mitra of C-alcutta visited this place. Public 
meetings were held, on the 23rd at the Brahma 
Mandir, and on the 24th at the Park Hall- On the 
first day Babu Krislina Kumar Mitra spoke, and on 
the second day, besides him, Sjts Baidyanath Sanyal 
and Sarada Nath Khan also delivered speeches 
on the greatness of Raja Rammohun Roy. 

Pabna (Bengal). — The ("entenary of Raja 
Rammohun Roy was celebrated here with great 
enthusiasm on 25th, 2bth and 27th November 1933. 
Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra of Calcutta came to the 
town specially for the occasion. Divine service was 
conducted in the local Brahmo Samaj by Krishna 
Babu on the 25th in the evening and on the 26th in 
the morning. On the 26lh evening, a kirtan party 
went in procession from the Brahmo Sarnaj to the 
Banamali Institute, where above a thousand people 
were assembled at a public meeting. Babu Krishna 
Kumar Mitra was elected President. Brilliant speeches 
were delivered on the various aspects of Rammohun ’s 
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life and activities/ Sjt. Kalidas Hagchi, m.a., Dejiiity 
Magistrate, spoke on Ramniohun Hoy as a Man, 
Sjt. Sasadhar Kay m.a., h.r., on Haniniohnn as fJic 
expounder of the Sastrtis, Miss Ainiya Datta Gupta, 
Lady Priticipal, Girls’ School, on Rantniohnn as a 
benefactor of women, Sjt. Jnanada Govinda Chakra* 
varti on Raniniohnn as Social Reformer, Sjt Nibaran 
Ohandra Sen, M.a., Head Master, on Rammohun 
as a Pioneer of English Education, Ih’of. Tarini 
■Charan (^^haudhuri m.a., ph. d., on Ilammohnn as 
Pioneer of Bengali Prose and of scientific education, 
-and the President, Sjt. Krishna Kumar Mitra, on 
Hammohnn Roy's Religion, 

Dehra Dun — The Centenary celebrations at Dehra 
Dun were inaugurated with a Ladies’ Meeting on 
Monday the 4th December 1933, in whieli ladies of 
'4x\\ coiniminities joined. Mrs. Hetnantakuinari Chau- 
ilhuri spoke about the Raja’s services for Indian woinan- 
hood. Indian women should always remain grateful 
to the Raja, for his efforts for the prohibition of the 
cruel custoju of tlie Suttee, by which the Raja has saved 
thousand.s of lives from cruel death. — Fortnigidly 
meetings of ladies were arranged by Mrs. (4)audlmri 
for uniting Hindu, Brahmo, Muslim and Christian 
4adi(}S for the noble cause of the country’s service. 

On December IGth a public meeting for ibe cele- 
bration of the CetiUujary was lield in the Hall of the 
A. P. Mission Higli School, where a cosmopolitan 
gathering of Christians, Muslims and Hindus assem- 
bled to pay its tribute to the departed patriot and 
Teligioius i^^former. Mrs, Hemantakuinari Chaudhuri, 



1 [okiluiml Jaulynfu, ('hitra ffai'tyaiii, 

Prof, \rohonilra Prarni> Sijnshi, Mr. .\ru(laliai-, farut. 
Banarji. Mr. ,1. ( '. HliaUaciitirya aiid oihcrs \M\\d rich 
trihiitc- to th(‘ uroat fouioha- of llu* Hrahnio Saiiiaj. 
Miss Ja<|tyaiii and Mr. IMiat tacharya road pajaa*.", 
\ridlc the otlna-s s|><>k<‘ cxlaufynrc. d'ho ohair \va- 
taken iirst by Hahn ('liandi Prasa<l Sinha, and >uhse- 
fMK'hlly by Thakur Manjia t Siin^li Uathore. 

'Tliakar Manjoet Sinyh Ralhon^ said that Kaja 
Kammohun Uoy’s service.'- were nmllifarions, not only 
as a f«)nnd(‘r of a reiiydon, or as a .M'xaal ndornter, but 
as tho Iirst nationalist leader of India. He fitly de- 
sta'ved to be < [escribed as the I'^ather of ^[od(‘rn India. 
His written evidence, tlie sp(‘ak(*r said, <;iven before tin* 
Selt‘ct Coininiltee of both tln^ Houses <*{’ Parliament iir 
Is.'iLh on the ([uestion of refortn in Indian tidmiidstration, 
prior to tin* |)assin.L’' of the ISild ('barter of the East 
Iinlia Pompany, wa.s a most valual)le document of 
historical character, and would tlo credit even to the 
ereate.st nationalist.s of India to-day. 

Miss Cliitra daj^-tyani, daiiirhfer of Priticipal and Mrs. 
(Pramila) Ja^tyani, read an interestii^^^ t)aper, in which 
she first dwelt on the love of truth and moral coi-u*ai>t‘ 
witich clianicteri.sed Rainmoliun’.s early life, and the 
troubles he underwent for the sake of truth. Site then 
remarked, ‘'After returtiiii? home from his wanderinf^s, 
Rjimmohun hecraii tho.se reforms which have chant-ed 
the face of his coantry. He was not a man of words, 
but a man of action. His love for the country was 
simply marvellous. What other man worked as hard 
as he at that time for the rights and privileges of his 
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countrymen ? All liis labours in connection with the 
introduction of Etiglish Ediuuition, the development 
of Bengali literature, the suppression of the Suttee^ 
and the introduction of other social reforms, were the 
-outcome of his great love for his countrymen. His 
self-sacrifice was proi)ortionate to the earnestness of 
his faith He was a devoted believer in God, and bis 
faith did^iot fail bijii even for a single moment, and 
his heroic endeavours inspired India to achieve in a 
few years what she had failed to achieve during several 
previous centuries. He arose like a great light-house 
amidst tlie darkness of his age to assure the world 
iliat brighter and happier days were in store for Iiniia. 
Verily he is a world-hero, our spiritual Father, and the 
Maker of Modern India. He has gone indeed^ but what 
a legacy he has left behind ! We pray to God tlmt 
the wisdom, courage, and enthusiasm which characterised 
liim, may also characterise our nation/^ 

Bassein (Burma). — To celebrate the Rammohun 
Roy Centenary, a public meeting W!is held at tl:o Cronk- 
hite Hall (Pwo-Karen High School), on Saturday, the 
16th December 1933, at 6 p.m., with Rev. C. L Conrad, 
U.A., B.J), Superintendent, A. B. M. Pwo-Karen Mission, 
in the chair. As the Bassein public was not expected 
to know much about Raiuiuohun Roy, the following 
manifesto was issued hy the convenors along with the 
hand-bill inviting the public to tlie meeting : — 

‘‘We are living in an age when we cannot remain 
indifferent to what is going on in other parts of the 
globe. Time has come when people of difTerent 
’nationalities should know and come into better under- 
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standing: witli each other, and devcdop a bond of univer- 
sal brotherhood. 

Those who are familiar wilh the history of India 
of the lOtli century, must have come across the name 
of KAJA RAMMOHUN ROY as a grreut religious and social 
reforjiuT. He was born in 1772 in Bengal and died 
in Ettgland in 18b3. The Centenary of his death i'< 
being celebrated throughout the length andj>!readth of 
/tlie liidian Empire, and in other parts of tlie world wlien^ 
there are men of advanced and cosmopolitan views. 

Rammohuu Roy is looked upon as the greatest 
religious geniius of the ll)th Century. He was the 
pioneer of the whole world-movenumt towards mutual 
understanding between the East ami the West, dedicat- 
ing his life in tlie cause of humanity in order to lay tlui 
foundation stone of human brotherhood on a true 
religious basis. 

On the other liand he is <‘alled the Architect of 
'Modern India, who laid the foundalion of a great 
national edifice which stood on the rock of freedom, — 
freetiom for man, freedom for woman. The key-note 
of Ids greatness seems to lie in his irrepressible passion 
for freedom, not freedom of action merely, but freedom 
of the mind which is far more comprehensive and radical. 
That was the acknowledged fountain-head of his 
inspiration for all reforms, juristic, political, social an 1 
religious. 

He was a true lover of human freedom. When the 
news of the inauguration of self-government in Spain 
reached India, he held ft public dinner in Calcutta 
.to celebrate the evenb .Similarly on his wa> to England, 
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lit‘ was ill, itc iiisi<|(‘<l on j^oinir (>V(‘r to a 
FiviO'h frii^'aio to ^^ahito tho tiai»‘ of iIk' Fnnirii l\opul)li<*. 

Ranunoluiii Roy's political and reli^ioits outlook know 
]n» hounds of race aiid clinic. He ha<l studiial the 
si'riptiin^s of all ndi^ious, and had tlu' highest respect 
for all of tlKon. At the san.c tiuu*, ht* had staunch faitii 
in Hinduism. Wliat In* was opposed to wa^ blind 
snjierstition and unreasoning’ prejudice. 

He was also opposed to the idolatrous form of wor- 
ship and started a Friendly Galherin^^ for worshijipin^ 
the Eternal Being, who is Oiu* and without any form, 
and omnipresent. He believed in tlu‘ Fatherhood (d' God 
and Brotherliood of man, and addressed every man as 
lirotlnu’. Ho was a Unitarian and pri'atdied sermons 
in their cdiaiieE whih* in lOngland. d'hough In^ iievcu’ 
emliraced Christ iaiiity, yet he was a true Christian in 
the striettist sen.>e of tin* word. 

Tlie small group of worshipjiers wliieh he start(‘d, 
gradually grew in i<t(j years into one of tlie most influ- 
(uitiid and progressives religious and so(dal inov«*nH*nts 
in India during tin? ihtli century. It is now known all 
over tlie worhl as the ‘Bralimo Saniaj/ a grouj) of 
monotlndsts with the most advanced redigious and 
social ideas. 

Among the social reforms for which Rammohun Roy’s 
name is associated with that of Lord William Bentinck, 
the abolition of ‘^Suttee” is the most well-known and 
important. ^lany a widow was burnt alive with her 
dead husband, — such was the barbarous custom of the 
country at that time ! Rainniohun Roy at the risk 
of his own life, stood against his countrymen and fought 
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his great b fettle against it, — and he was successful in 
the end when Lord William Bentinck, the th||n 
Governor-General, passed a Regulation in 18-9 abolish- 
ing the ghastly practice. 

There was never perhaps a greater champion for 
female emancipation and the safeguarding of the rights 
and privileges of women than Raja Rammohun Roy. He 
had a great respect for womenfolk in general, and lost 
no opportunity of upholding their cause, whether in 
social, legal or religious matters. 

Rammohun Roy was also responsible for the intro- 
duction of English and scientific education into the 
country. While his own countrymen clamoured for 
Sanskrit, Arabic and other oriental studies, — Rammohun 
Boy knew it very well that unless western education 
was, introduced into the country, we would havetio 
chance of being recognised as a civilized country for 
centuries to come. 

Hi s manifold activities cannot be enumerated in 
the course of a short article like this. Only a few 
of the most important points have been put down here. 
It is hoped that those who will feel inclined to knbw 
further about the Father of ^Modern India and the 
Superman of Modern Times will find it profitable 
read about him, and to attend the public meeting that 
is going to be held to celebrate the Centenary of his 
deith Basse! n.” . 

Tiije Rangoon Gazette of 21st December 1933 
teports the ^proceedings of the public meeting as 
followt 


14 
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There was a fairly lar^e attendance at the meeting 
which began with a song of Dr. Tagore rendered by a 
Bengali choir. 

In the course of his speech, the chairman said : “I 
have been intensely impressed by the personality of 
Raja Rammohun Roy. I have no doubt that 
lie has left his stamp upon India for all time. His 
name will be written among India’s great men. He 
was the type of man who would win the confidence 
and respect of any fair-minded person to-day. First, 
I am impressed by his independence of thought and 
action even when a boy. Tliis was characteristic of 
him throughout his life, and it often led him into 
embarassing situations, but he always had the moral 
•courage to stand by his convictions. Wo must admire 
these qualities of character whenever and wherever 
we^ see them. 

Secondly, I am impressed by his tremendous desire 
for the acquisition of knowledge, and the efforts he was 
willing to make in order to acquire knowledge. Not 
only did he have a thirst for knowledge and an untiring* 
e§ort to acquire it, but the wonderful gifts and talents 
he possessed, which enabled him to master so many 
languages, are to me most remarkable. 

Thirdly, the extraordinary moral courage he poss- 
essed, which enabled him to take his stand on matters 
which he believed to be right, even though it countered 
the religioup and social beliefs of his countrymen, sets 
him put as a man of unusual greatness. His stand 
for the recognition and rights of women, and his 
efibrts to remove caste distinctions in Hindi! society, 
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are examples of his courage. His expulsion from 
home for his religious convictions is also an insUince 
where his moral courage is manifest. 

Fourthly, that he could rise above the darkness 
and superstition which had fallen upon India and get 
a vision of a new age and, of course, along with this 
of a new India, are signs of a great personality. 
Coupled with tliis, was his love for his country and for 
his countrymen. 

Fifthly, his love for Liberty, both of thought and 
action, placed him far ahead of his contemporaries.” 

In concluding, Rev. Conrad said : “In fact he was a 
man of keen insight and was able to discern the signs 
of the times, and so with prophetic insight, he followed 
the gleams of light which were breaking upoji the 
world, and appropriated for himself everything which 
he believed to be of service to man, no matter from 
what source it came.” 

Seven other speakers, representing the various 
communities resident in Bassein, then addressed the 
meeting, dwelling exhaustively on the various aspects of 
the life of the Raja. 

Mr. N. C. Sen and Miss S. Singha gave a general 
ouiline of the life and activities of the Raja, with special 
reference to his noble edbrts in the cause of social 
reform, including the abolition of the Suttee^ while IMr. 
H. Subramaiiyam and U. Ohn Thwin dwelt on the 
activities of the Raja as a joarnalist and educationalist 
respectively. 

Mr. Md. Yusuf traced the monotheistic doctrine of 
the Raja to his close reading of the Kormi and other 
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Muhanimadan religious books, while Mr. N. S. Dawson- 
emphasised his intense love of freedom and admiration 
for liberty movements throughout the world. 

Tlie last speaker, Mr. K. L. Mukerjee, referring to 
“the volume of mighty greatness'^ of the Raja, observed 
that he was not only one of the greatest social and 
political reformers of the age, but a great spiritual force 
with a genuine love for humanity. 

The Chairman, in his concluding remarks, observed 
that the best way of paying homage to the memory of 
the great man would b(i to live up to the ideals set up 
by him before them. This was followed ])y another 
choral song. After Mr. B. N. Das, m.l.c., had pro- 
posed a hearty vote of thanks to the Chair and to the 
speakers of the evening, the meeting came to a close. 

Khulna (Bengal).— The Centenary of the death of 
Raja Rammohun Roy was celebrated with great 
enthusiasm at Khulna on 16th and I7th December 
1033. Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra of Calcutta and 
Babu Manomohan Chakravarti of Barisal visited the 
town on this occasion. Divine services were held at the 
house of Babu Nirmalchandra De, Postal Superintendent, 
Manomohan Babu and Krishnakumar Babu conducting 
the services on the 16th and 17 th resi)ectively. 

On the 17 th, which was a Sunday, a public meeting 
attended by more than a thousand x>®ople (including 
iadiesf was held at the Coronation Hall from 1 p.m. to 
5 P.M* The Chairman of the Municipality, the Chair- 
man of the District Boaid, the Government Pleader, and 
numerous high officials, zemindars, medical men, pro- 
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fessorB, teachers, lawyers, students and people of all 

other sections of the community were present. Mr. 
Kamal Chandra Chandra, i.c.s., District Judge, was in the 
chair. A hymn in chorus was sung by girls, after 
which Babu Jnanendranath Ray Chaiidhuri recited some 
verses of the Upani shads. Babu Charuchandra Nag 
and a few other lawyers, Sja. Snehasila Ray Chaudlmri, 
and another lady read papers. A poem composed by 
the renowned poetess Mankumari Basil was then read. 
Babu Manomohan Chakra varti sang the Raja's iiymn 
and a Muhammadan pleader delivered an 

% 

interesting lecture. Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra then 
spoke with great enthusiasm and force for about an hour 
on the various activites of the Raja. Babu Manomohan 
Chakravarti spoke eloiiuently on “The Ideals of the 
Age”. The President wound up with a beautifully 
worded speech in Bengali on the necessity of our follow- 
ing in the Raja’s footsteps. The meeting concluded 
with a vote of thanks to the chair and the singing of the 
hymn Wi ^31 by Babu Sudhirkumar Basu of 

Calcutta. 

Bagerhat (Dist. Khulna, Bengal). — The admirers 
of Raja Rammohun Roy met on the 20tli December 
1933 at the house of Babu Girishchandra Das Gupta 
of Bagerhat to observe the Centenary of the death of 
Raja Rammohun Roy. Babu Manomohan Chakra- 
varti of Bari sal, who had come to the town for the 
occasion, conducted a kirtan and a divine service, and 
preached an impressive sermon on ‘^The Worship of 
One True God as the principal life-work of Raja Ram- 
niohun Roy.” 
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Patuakhali ( Dist. BakerjifUnj, Bengal ) . — F or com- 
memorating: the Centenary of the death of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy Babu Manomohan Chakmvarti of Bari sal 
came here on the 9th December 1933, and held divine 
services on that day and the next day in the local Brabmo 
Mandir. He was also the main speaker in a meeting 
held for the purpose in the Local Bar Library Hall, 
which was presided over by Rai Shyamacharan Simlai 
Bahadur, Govt, pleader, and in which Babus Niranjan 
Bajierji, Deputy Magistrate, and Mati Lai Das, ]\tunsifl, 
also spoke. The meeting was attended by the leading 
peoi)le of the place, including Govt, officials, pleaders, 
mukhtars etc. There was also a divine service held in 
the local Brahma Mandir on the morning of the 
IGth December. 

Amritsar. — Mainly through the efforts of Rai 
Saliib L. Raghunath Sahai, Head MashT of the Dyal 
Singh High School, who had come from Lahore, and 

L. Nand Lai, the indefatigable Secretary of the 
Amritsar Temperance Society, a very large and dis- 
tinguished gathering was drawn to the Temperance 
Hall on the 15th October 1 933 at 5 p.m. for celebra- 
ting the Centenary of the death of Raja Ram mob un 
Roy, the Founder of the Brahmo Samaj. Those present 
included Rai Sahib L. Izzat Rai, Additional District 
Magistrate, L. Balmokand Bhatia, L. Duni Chand, 

M. A., and Mr. G. R. Sethi, Municipal Commissioners, 
Mr. P. C. Bhandari, Shaikh Sadiq Hassan, m.l.a., 
Prof. Jodh Singh, m.a and many others. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hassan, M.L.A., was voted to the 
chair The proceedings commenced with instru- 
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meufcal music by the Temperance party, and L. Nand 
Lai sang a beautiful song. Swami Krishnanand,. 
Pracharak of the Brahmo Samaj, offered a prayer^ 
Raja Ramrnohun Roy, he said, had not come to this 
world to preach any special religious mission, but to 
preach unity and brotherhood of man and to remove 
social evils. He had fought against odds and 
had clear(‘d the way ; and now it was up to the 
people to follow in his footsteps. 

Chaudhuri Ganga Ram, Head Master of the BaL 
mokand Kshatri High School, said that although he 
<lid not know much about the teachings of Raja 
Ramrnohun Roy, yet he had been a keen student of 
his philosoi)hy, and he had become keenly interested 
in what he said and did. Raja Rammohun Roy, like 
Swami Dayanand, had to bid good-bye to his house. He 
believed that God was one. At a time, when the 
Muslim power was tottering, he raised liis voice for 
the solidarity of the country. 

Principal K. L. Bhatia of the Hindu Sabha College^ 
said that his interest in the teachings of Rammohun 
Roy commenced while he was a pupil of Prof. Ruchi 
Rtun Sahni, wdio, along with Rai Sahib L. Raghunath 
Sahai. had done such a great deal for the Bra|imo 
Samaj. Keeping in view the achievements of this 
great man, Raja Rammohun Roy, it was the duty of 
every Indian to help in perpetuating the memory 
of the great teacher. When India was in danger, when 
her cultural unity was threatened with disruptiout 
God sent Rammohun, and he proved himself equal to 
the task. He believed in one God, and his knowledge 
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of many religions was |>erfect, and wherever he found 
an error, he exposed it. In the political field no 
man was equal to him. He was the pioneer of 
political struggle in India. He was a great social 
reformer, and was truly speaking the Father of 
Indian nationalism. He opened the field for Western 
education in this country- It is a happy augury that the 
Brahmo Samaj has consistently carried out his 
teachings. 

Malik Uttam Chand said that at the time Ram- 
mohun came to this world, India was in a pitiable 
plight. But, as stated in the Bhagavad Gita, ‘^God 
trends his chosen ones at a time when there is decay 
of Dharma.” At the age of 5 he commenced learning 
Persian and Arabic, as Persian was the court language 
at the time. He acquired a good knowledge of Arabic, 
and for this reason, he was called Maulavi Rainmohun 
Roy. Later, he learnt Sanskrit, and began to be called 
a Pandit. From a study of the Qoran, he arrived 
at the belief in one God, and he at once started his fight 
against idolatry. He was dauntless and he preached 
his views undauntedly. His father became angry, 
but he had no fear. So he left his home. The Emperor 
of Delhi, who was impressed by his teachings, gave 
him the title of Raja. It was the duty of all to follow in 
his footsteps, which alone would be his best memory. 

Mr. Padam Chand Bhandari said that though he 
had long been ignorant of the teachings of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy, yet he was enlightened a good deal by the 
literature that he had to study in connection with 
the meeting. Raja Rammohun Roy was essentially 
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a warrior. Though he was a pacifist of a high order, 
yet an important feature of his life was his character 
as a warrior. Throughout his life he had to wage a 
war on three different fronts, namely, social, religious, 
and political. In the social field his outstanding 
achievement was his fight against Suttee, In the 
religious and intellectual fields his teachings chalked out 
a new programme and broke fresh ground. He believed 
in the oneness of God and the unity of mankind. There 
were very few leaders in this country who could stand 
comparison wdth Raja Rammohun Roy. He was a great 
force and an outstanding personality. When the 
British had just come to this country and the Moghul 
Empire was tottering, he undertook to offer a united 
front to preserve the solidarity of this country. Pioneer 
in the field of politics as he was, he laid the founda- 
tions of modern nationalism. 

Lala Balmokand Bhatia, Municipal Commissioner, 
pointed out that at the time Rammohun Roy was born, 
the Muslim power was decaying. At the age of IG, 
he saw a ray of light, and he lifted his fellow country- 
men from darkness. He had no vanity about him, 
and wherever he went he attempted to learn something. 
For 12 years he was at Benares, and he mastered 
several languages including Persian, Arabic, English, 
Sanskrit, Greek, Hebrew, and others, and he laid the 
foundations of a true divine spirit. When he had 
succeeded in his work of social reform in this country, 
he went to England in order to plead the cause of 
India. His'greatest fight was against the Jurors^ Bill, 
*by which Indians were barred from becoming Jurors. 
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Prof. Joclh Singh, m.a., of the Khalsa College sai(h 
that Raja Rammohun Roy had done the greatest good to 
his people, and it was their duty to follow the path of 
truth, like him. 

Rev. Jawahir Masih, Christian Missionary of 
Amritsar, said that God did not do anything directly, 
but He sent His men to do so. Raja Rammohun Roy 
did not merely lay down certain principles, but he prac- 
tised them, and did the greatest service to his country. 
He was not a mere popular leader or a devotee, but a 
social reformer too. He laid the foundatiojis of modern 
education through schools and colleges. The speaker 
said that life stories of such great men were necessary to 
inspire the people to follow them. 

Lala Nand Lai, Honorary Secretary, Temperance 
Society, said that it was a common saying, ^All for 
one, and one for all,'’ and that tlie human blood had one 
colour. It was in keeping with these sayings that Raja. 
Rammohun Roy did his work for the good of humanity. 
Breaking the shackles of caste and sect distinctions, 
he tried to enlighten the world. The speaker regretted 
that many gentlemen, whose fathers never touched liquor^ 
were taking to drink today. Drink was causing havoc 
among people. He wished Raja Rammohun Roy were 
present at this time. 

But Rammohun Roy had become immorUtl. The 
speaker asked all people to follow in hi.s footsteps, and to 
refrain from all evil habits, including drink. 

Swami Krishnanand said that Rfija Rammohuik 
Roy favoured the English language as the medium of 
instruction, as the Mullahs and Pandits were misleading 
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the people. He thought that India could not rise 
without Western education. 

Rai Sahib L. Raghuhath Sahai, who spoke amidst 
cheers, thanked the audience, and said that besides 
his work in the social, political and educational fields, 
Raja Raininohun Roy’s mission was to proclaim the 
brotherhood of man, and it was for this that he also 
worked for the rights of women. He believed that God 
was the Father of mankind. The essence of religion, was 
truth. Just as cows had different colours, but their 
milk was of one colour, so were the various religions 
difierent in methods, but had the same object in view. 
Religion sliould not teach men to quarrel. He thankedi 
the President and asked the audience to read more 
about Raja Rammohun Roy. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hassan, President, in his concluding 
remarks, said that Raja Rammohun Roy was a dyna- 
mic personality, who did superhuman work, and rendered 
iiKistimable services in the field of education. He saved 
many lives by fighting against Suttee. The President 
stressed the need of communal unity. 

The meeting concluded after 2^ hours. 

— The Tribune j Lahore. 

Hazaribagh. — In connection with the RammohuU' 
Roy Centenary a series of public lectures was arranged 
in the Hazaribagh Brahmo Samaj Hall. l"he first of 
these lectures was delivered on IGth September 1933,. 
under the presidentship of Mr. Shambhu Dayal b.a., 
by Prof. Muhammad Muslim m.a., his subject being 
The Cosmopolitan hm of Islam. 
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Prof. Humayun Kiibir of Calcutfcji delivered the 
second lecture on 28th October 1933 before a large 
gathering of ladies and gentlemen, consisting of Christ- 
ians, Muhammadans and Hindus, the Hall and the 
adjoining verandas being literally packed. 

The speaker emphasised how search after truth, fear- 
less independence, spirit of adventure, and catholicity 
of outlook were equally manifested in every sphere of 
Ramniohun’s work, whether as a social or a religious 
reformer, as a political worker, or as an educationist. Born 
in an age marked bj’^ political chao.s and dominated by 
*\^ormality and superstition in matters social, religious and 
educational, Rammohun was gifte<l with the genius to 
apprehend the spirit within, and to chalk out a definite 
•concrete programme to unite the dismembered limbs of 
national life. The best way of honouring the great 
mational hero, according to the speaker, is not to imitate 
him in the details of his activities, but to follow the 
great ideals for which he stood. 

The President, Rai Bahadur Prof. Gopal Chandra 
‘Ganguli, congratulated the young speaker for his 
appreciation of the character of Rammohun Roy, and 
pointed out from personal experience how Rammohun 
Roy is being appreciated more ami more, as he should 
be, as the Maker of Modern India. T\ie President lastly 
appeale<l to the different communities of India to study 
the scriptures and admire the lives of the .saints and 
great men of other communities, so that they might all 
love and respect one another, and thereby become 
united as a nation. 
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The third meeting was held in the Samaj Hall on- 
Saturday, the 4th November 1933. Prof, P. Sinha 
delivered a lecture on “Religious Reformers of Northern 
India in mediaeval and modern times’’. Starting with 
Ramanand, Kabir, and Nanak, he went on explaining 
the pliilosophy and teachings 6t Ballabhacharya, 
Chaitanya, Surdas, Tulsidas, Dadu Dayal, Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy, Swami Dayananda, and others. The speaker 
gave a scholarly account of the distinctive characteristics 
of tlie doctrines formulated and preached by each re- 
former. He laid special stress on how Kabir stood for 
unity amongst warring communities, by preaching 
one God and denouncing idolatry and caste distinc-* 
tions ; how ChaiUinya initiated, and was in fact the 
living embodiment of, the cult of love, — such love for the 
Creator as could defy ‘‘moksha” itself, and such love for 
creatures as could (.lefy social iniquities ; how Tulsidas 
by his immortJil poetry permeated the moral and 
religious fabric of the whole nation ; liowRatnmohun Roy 
with ids comprehensive genius founded a Universal 
Religion, and moulded the destiny of Modern India ; 
and how Swami Dayanand brought about the renaissance 
of Vedic religion. The President, Rai Bahadur Prof. 
Gopal Chandra Ganguli, congratulated the speaker for 
his kaleidoscopic picture of religious movements extend- 
ing over centuries, and compared the course to the 
“BhakUiinal Grantha”. It is not mere intellectual 
appreciation of the several doctrines, but the realisation 
of their spirit, said he, that would do us good in these 
days of materialism. He pointed out how behind the 
apparent differences amongst followers of Bhakti, Juana, 
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:and Karma, there is something common to all great hien^ 
namely the longing for union with Him, tlie Satyam 
Sivam Sundaram, or in Plato’s language, the True, 
the Good and the Beautiful. Religion, he concluded, 
is a pursuit which is possible only through deep and 
silent meditation, and lives of religious men serve as 
infallible guides in the dark regions an adventurer has 
^to pass through. 

The fourth meeting was held on Saturday the 11th 
November 1933 under the presidency of Mr. A. Majid, 
M.A., when Rai Bahadur G. C. Ganguli, m.a., addressed 
'the gathering on the Message of Kahir. 

Lastly, on Sunday the 19th November 1933, a 
crowded meeting of all sections of people was held in tht^ 
Town Hall, and was presided over by Babu Rainananda 
Chatterjee, who had come from Calciittii for the occasion . 

Sir C. C. Ghosh spoke first of all from his personal 
■experience how Raja Ranimohun Roy had raise<l India 
and the Indians in the estimation of English men and 
English women. 

Mrs. A. N. Chakra varti read a paper in Bengali, 
showing how the Raja was asbiunch advocate of women. 

Rai Bahadur Gopal Chandra Ganguli showed how the 
Raja was the pioneer of Western education in India, and 
bow with his extraordinary foresight he had chalked 
out a system of education which stood the test of time, 
and which produced so many great men. The seed 
sown by the Raja in the field of education in Bengal 
had grown into a goodly tree in the capable hands of 
veteran educationists like the late revered Pandit 
Isvarchandm Vidyasagar and the kte Sir Amtosh 
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Mookerjee, who could compare favourably with any 
-educationist of the world. 

Prof. P. P. Sinha and Mr. Sambhu Dayal spoke in 
Hindi, and carried the audience with them. Mr. Majid 
uttered a few significant words in English, and Prof. 
K. S. Ghosh dwelt on the religious side of the Raja. 

The Presidei\t spoke in Bengali for a little over 
three-(iuarters of an hour, and was listened to with rapt 
attention. He regretted that religion was at a dis- 
count in these days, and stated that whatever the Raja 
did he did from a sense of religion which flowed in his 
veins, was in every fibre of his being, and was in the 
marrow of his hones. Raja Rammohun Roy apart from* 
his religion was like Hamlet with the part of Hamlet 
left out . — {Reports of speeches taken from the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika)* 

Muzaffarpur observed the Centenary of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy at the Town Hall on 
Sunday the 1 0th December 1933 with Principal D. N. 
Sen of the B. N. College, Patna, as President. The 
Hall was very tastefully decorated for the occasion, an 
arcli was erected at the gate, and special electric lighting 
arrangements were made, which lent grandeur to the cele- 
bration. A large-size portrait of the Raja was placed 
near the Presidential chair, and wan bedecked witii the 
finest roses supplied by Babu Ashutosh Chakravarty of 
Naroli. The Hall was packed to over-flowing with an 
audience fully representative in character, and the 
gathering of educated and cultured people of the town, 
including a large number of ladies, was a remarkable 
feature of the meeting. Excepting the Rabindra Jayanti 
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celebrated ia 1931 at the premises of the Orient CluK 
which was a rare intellectual treat, the town of Muzaffar- 
pur had not witnessed a similar public function so rich 
in gathering, so successful in the conduct of business, 
and so full of enthusiasm roused by the interesting and 
instructive speeches that were delivered. 

The success of the celebrations was mainly due to 
the efforts of the organisers, among whom special 
mention may be made of Mr. Sriranga Vihari Lai, m.a., 
of Sitiimarhi (late Head Master, Rammohun Roy 
Seminary, Patna,) Mr. P. K. Sen Gupta, Assistant 
Commissioner of Income Tax, and Messrs IJpendra 
Nath Sen and Surendra Nath Sen, Pleaders, Dr. U. N.. 
Bhaya, ^Ir. H. C. Biswas, Power House Engineer, and' 
Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath. 

Punctually at 4 p.m., the function commenced with 
the Raja’s favourite hymn from the Mahanirvana Tantra, 
‘^Namaste Sate,” sung by Messrs Surendra Nath Sen 
and Haridas Mukherji, followed by the famous song 
compo.sed by the Raja himself, *T!lhabo Shai Eke,” sung 
by Mr. J. C. Gupta and his two daughters. 

On behalf of the Organising Committee, Mr. 
Upendra Nath Sen accorded to the gathering a most 
cordial welcome, and explained to them the importance 
and usefulness of the day's celebration. He also 
pointed out that the true greatness of Rammohun lay not 
only in bringing the Modern Age in India, but also in ’ 
discovering for her people the peculiar cultural genius 
of their country which lay buried in the Upanishads, 
and preaching to the world, the Universal truth of One 
God, One people, and One Religion, and also the socio- 
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political doctrine of a world- wide Go-operation of 
Humanity. 

Then followed speeches by two ladies. Srimati 
Anuriipa Devi, the renowned authoress, in her inimitable 
style in chaste Bengali dwelt on the service done by 
tile Raja to Hinduism by placinj^: the true relig-ion of the 
Vinlanta for their acceptance in preference to other 
])revailin.ijf forms of worship to which Hindus were in 
dan^^er of IxaiiiJ: converted. 

She was followrnl by Miss Maya Bhaya, K.A., who 
read an (‘xeellont paper in En.«:lish ihvelling' on the 
Raja’s sjiecial activities in the cause of the Womanliood 
of India. Her observation that but for the, Raja it 
would have betm impossible for her to appear in a 
public platform on that occasion, and the manner in 
which siii^ <leliv(^r(;<l her nice little speech, extorted 
admiration from the entire audience. 

Profe.ssor Biman Bihari Majumdar of Patna, who 
followed, dwelt on the Raja’.s activities in the realm of 
politics, K'vinp: facts and instances fathered from a close 
study of ctalain historical records not yet brought to 
light. 

Processor S. Roy of Patna observed that the Raja 
placed humanity above all thiiig.s, and believed in the 
oneness of God and the unity of mankind. In his 
opinion the Rajii was a true Indian, and reinained so 
all his life, and he was also inspired by the ideal of 
internationalism. 

Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath in the course of a feeling 
speech stated that Raja Rainrnohuu Roy led a crusade 
against the time-worn Hinduism which had degenerated 

15 
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into mere rituals and symbcdism, and that he revealed 
to the people the pure religion of the Upanishads, 
•wherein only lay true happiness for mankind. The Rnja 
was one of those prophets who were ushered into 
•existence time and again whenever there came dark 
periods in the history of India, and he had been i>receded 
by Nanak and Kabir, the mystics who preached similar 
^messages of Universalism. 

An eloquent speech in Hindi was then delivered by 
JBabu Lachhmi Naraiii Gupta, Pleader, who surveyed 
the life and work of the Raja, and paid a tribute to his 
services for Indian Womanhood. He exhorted his 
countrymen to study the life of the great man. 

Among those who read papers at the meeting, 
Mr. Basanti Charan Sinha referred to the Renaissance 
in India inaugurated by the Raja. Mr. Suremlra Nath 
Sen in a learned discourse explained that Rammohun 
„\\ya^ a staunch follower of San karacharya, and adopted 
Advaitavada as the correct religious ereinl ; but in 
ortkr to make it possible for the ordinary people of 
/the world to approach God, the nn^thods laid down in 
Mahanirvana Tantra were adapted by him for the ordi- 
nary worship of the Grihasthas, 

Prof, Goshtha Hari Sinha, Professor of English, G. 
B. Bi College, in beautiful and 'eloquent language gave a 
Bummary of the noble activities of the Raja, who 
devoted his life in the cause of human emancipation, 
and was a hero in the truest sense of tb^ word. He 
said that it would be a mistake to think that the 
Raja was an iconoclast and the founder of a new faith. 
The Raja merely |*edi9covered Hinduism, and went 



BIUZAFFARPUR 


227 


back to the simple monotheistic faith of the Upani- 
shads. 

Principal Sen then rose amidst enthusiastic cheers, 
and delivered his presidential address, which was 
listened to wjth rapt attention. He expre-^^ed his 
delight at the befitting manner in which Muzatbirpur 
was celebrating the Centenary, and was pleased to see 
signs of intellectual awakening everywhere in Bihar, 
which was his beloved province. Principal Sen 
observed that although the Raja had made a comparative 
study of all ndigions, he was a Hindu of Hindus, and 
- his standpoint was that of the Upanishad^-. His Go 1 
was the great God of our forefathers, the Brahma, the ' 
Infinite Being who inspire<l the race. This great 
message of the Rishis was an age-long cry which was 
reverberating in the subconscious mind of the race, and 
again found full expression through the Raja, who in 
a clarion voicti called Indians to go back to the simple 
creed of their forefathers after casting aside all supersti- 
tions. He preached that no one had the right to 
tamper with the spiritual relationship between Man and 
God. 

In an inimitable style garnished with exquisite 
poetic imagery, the President then dwelt on the Raja’s 
activities and greatness. He pointed out that while 
the mighty civilizations of Egypt, Greece and Rome 
have perished, the Aryan culture still survives. He 
struck a refreshing note of optimism by declaring that 
India cannot perish so long as her people followed her 
peonHar cultural outlook and spiritual ideal. India by 
her ideals of Co-operation of Humanity and Universalism 
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offered a solution of all the pre^cnt-day scrambles for 
wealth, power and communalistic ffains. That ideal 
was preached by the Raja, and the President appealed 
to the young'er veneration to rally round the banner 
held aloft by the Raja. The President's spee{!h lasted 
for three-quarters of an hour, and made a deep impres- 
sion on the minds of the audi(mce. 

Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath then proposed a voU^ 
of thanks to the Chair, in wiiicdi he referrefl to tin} 
iievoted servdco which Principal xSen had rendered to 
the cause of education in Biliar. It was throuirh his 
life-lonv efforts that the Biliar National College of 
Patna had grown from an insignificant institution to 
an important seat of learning with magnificent edifices. 

The function terminated with Rabindranath's wdl- 
known religious song ‘Miina-gaiia-mana-adliinayaka’' 
sung by Mr. Harldas ]\Iukherji aiid others. Tln^n 
followed an exhibition of lHnt(}rn slides illustrating 
India’s saints, and the incidents of the life of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, after which tlie mc^eting dispersed. 

Hughli. — Th(3 Hughli Dislritg, was fairly repre- 
sen te«J, and citizens of Chinsurali and Iluglili 
specially, both official and iion-offufial, musU'red strong, 
in the Town Hall of Hughli, on December 10, 1933, 
when homage was paid to the sacred memory of Raja 
Rammohun Roy on the occasion of the CenUmury 
celebrations of the Hughli district. There wa.s also a 
fair attendance of ladies, for whom special seat- 
arrangements were made. For four long hours, from 
3 to 7 B. M., the Town Hall was packed to the full, and 
many had to remain standing for want of accommo- 
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(lation. Amongst those present were t — Sjs. K* C. Basak, 
I. c. s., S. N. Roy, I, c. s., L. R. Chambers^ i. c. s., 
Dliiren Mookerji, Hiralal Sen, Mrigaiika Ray, 1 araknath 
Mukherji, Poet Jatindra Mohan Bagchi, Kumar 
Miiaindra Dev Rai Mahashaya, m. l. a, Raja 
Kshitindra Dev Rai Mahashaya, Harihar Seth, Prof. 
Promothonath Sircar, Prof, P. K. Das, Kanailal 
(ioswami, Rajendra Lai Sadhu, Ainuly^ Chandra 
Datta, Siulhir Roy, and others. 

The meeting consisted of two sections, general and, 
literary. Sir Devaprasad Sarvadhikary, Suriratna, 
preside<l over the general section, while the literary 
section was presided over by Rai Rama Prasad Cdianda 
Bahadur. Addresses were delivered and poems read 
in these m(M3tings, among which the address of Prof. 
Khalilur Rahman in the geiuTal meeting, and those of 
Prof. Promothonath Sircar ami ^Mr. S. K. Roy, as well as 
poems of Sjs. Jatindra Mohan Bagchi and Subodh 
Ray in the literary section, <leserve special menti<^n. 
The songs of Srimati Shila Sarkar and Sri man Aran 
Mukerji wi^re much appreciated by the audience. 

Sir I)evai)rasad Sarvadhikary ’s Presidential Address 
was as instructiv^e as it was interesting. In his short 
lucid speech he enumerated the contributions of tlii' 
Raja towards tlie social, educational and religious 
reform of our country, and brought out vividly his 
colossal greatness. He d('cried the efforts of those, 
who at this juncture were attempting to minimise the 
Raja’s services to his mother-land by 3uppos(Hl con- 
clusions and unwarranted inferences based on case- 
records. 
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Rai Ramapmsad Chanda Bahadur’s address dealt 
thoroughijr with the controversy that has recently been 
raised by Babu Brajendya Nath Banerji’s articles on 
Rammohun published in certain periodicals. With 
oogent reasoning he strongly criticised the unhistorical 
method of Brajendra Babu in estimating the Raja’s 
character, and refuted the conclusions arrived at by 
him. His address was highly appreciated by the 
whole assembly. 

The Secretary Sj. Subodh Ray, and the volunteers, 
were all attention to the guests, who were treated to- 
light refreshments. — {The Advance, Calcutta.) 

New Delhi. — The Centenary celebrations at New 
Delhi and Delhi were organised by a small group of the 
Raja’s admirers, who issued an interesting invitation to 
the pubjlof. Among the signatories to this invitation were 
Mr^. 'B?^sant I^al, Mrs. J. K. Sen, Sir B. L. Mitter, 
kaghubir Singh, Asaf Ali, Bar-at-Law, S. C. Mitra, 
M. L. A., Principal S. K. Sen of the Hindu College, 
P. C. Chaudhuri, J. N. Mazumdar, D. M. Das, S. K. 
Sarkar, Rai Bahadur A. L. Banerjee, Rai Bahadur 
P. B. Chakrabarty, Rai Bahadur D. Dutt, etc. etc.. 

The first meeting was held at New Delhi at the 
Raisina Bengali High School, Ridge Road, on Saturday 
the 16th December 1933. Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, 
K.C.I.E., OB.E., M.L.A, presided. The meeling opened 
with a song by Swami Visvanathananda of the Rama- 
krishna Mission. The speeches have been thus- 
summarised by the Associated Press of India and the 
National Call of Delhi 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir in the course of his speech * 
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said that in modern times memory was proverbiallsr 
short, and if all over India people are meeting to 
remember one who died a hundred years '^ago, th©y 
must take it for granted that he must be ex- 
ceptionally great in his own country. Rammohutt Roy 
was a social reformer. “We have social reformers* 
even to-day, and will continue to have them even in 
the future ; but it was a hundred years since 
Rammohun foresaw the future of his country, and 
was able to lead the way to India’s greatness^ whieh^ 
he saw, could not be achieved till all India was united/’ 

Proceeding, Sir Cowasjee declared that it was Ram- 
mohun Roy who protested against '‘Sati\ and askedi. 
Government for legislation to put an end to that 
custom. He hoped that in the very near future,. 
Indians will no longer have to apiiroach a foreign 
government for social legislation, but would have tiho 
power to legislate social reforms on their own 
initiative. If they did not get social reforms then, the 
fault would be their own. 

Concluding, he said that Rammohun Roy was one- 
of the greatest men that India had ever produced, and 
hoped and prayed that India would continue to pro- 
duce many more Rammohun Roys for the uplift of 
the country and its teeming millions. 

Mr. F. E James, m. l. a., said that the Cen- 
tenary celebrations were not foreign to him. While 
he was in Bengal, he attended all the meetings held 
annually in memory of Rammohun Roy. Ranimohuni 
Roy lived during an epoch of history which was very 
significant to India. In the year he was born, the first 
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Oovernor-General of India came to this country. 
In the year he died, a new Bill granting: more reforms 
in the political sphere was passed by Parliament for this 
cotintry. One thing that struck the speaker was that 
Kammohun Roy was a religious reformer in his early 
years. But in later years he was a political reformer 
too. He had stiftered persecution from the members of 
his own community who considered him unorthodox. 
There came a time in Bengal when the influence of 
the West first began to touch Eastern teachings, and 
it moved many dormant things which gave birth to 
great political and social movements. Rammohun 
Roy was the outstanding figure in the initial stages 
of those movements, and the speaker appreciated his 
catholicity of life. Rammohun Roy Ixdieved in equal 
partnership between India and Britain. He knew 
that they had many things to give and take from 
each other. Only when they had settled adjustments 
between the two nations, would historians be able to 
say what had been to the mutual good of each country. 

Continuing, Mr. James said that Rammohun Roy 
was one of the greatest builders of Modern India, and 
was also a great internationalist. He went to Europe 
at a time when depressed people were rising against 
their oppressors, and liberation movements were forging 
ahead in that continent. Nationalist as he was, he 
looked ahead beyond the confines of his own country, 
and thus came to die in a foreign land. But although he 
died in a foreign land, he died at a time when the 
ideals for which he stood had blossomed into full 
freedom. 
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Concluding, Mr. James paid his tribute to the 
rationalistic outlook of life of Rammohun Roy, and said, 
are living at a time when liberal ideals are at a 
discount. Yet I believe that the ideals for which Ram- 
mohiin Roy stood are more necessary today than 
in the past”. 

Dr. Zia-nd-din, M. L. A. spoke from the education- 
alist viewpoint, and said that Rammohun Roy was 
the pioneer of modern education in India. It was 
his influence that had changed the whole trend pf 
education. He fought his own countrymen who did 
not want to have modern education, and was greatly 
instrumental in deciding that the medium of instruction* 
should be English. 

Had it not been for Rammohun Roy, the Doctor 
concluded, the history of the countr> would have been 
entirely different by now. 

Sir K. V. Reddy emphasised the versatile genius 
of Rammohun Roy, and remarked that there was no 
field in which he did not take interest. He was master 
of eight languages, and was the first Indian who brought 
anything like a rationalistic outlook among the religious- 
ly minded people of this country. He was a great scholar 
in a languagi^ which was foreign to our country. He 
tried to discover truth in all religions. He served man 
not only in his own country, hut throughout the world. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav, M. L. A., (ex-Minister, Bombay,) 
said that whenever superstition reigned supreme in 
the country, political freedom was sure to be lost by its 
people. Rammohun Roy’s acute brain saw that unless 
religion was freed from the shackles of superstition, 
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nothing: could be achieved towards the advancement of 
the country. His social work was based upon this con- 
ception of religion, viz,y brotherhood of man. He worked 
for freedom of thought, and though he came from 
a priestly community, Rammohun could realise that the 
dominance of that community was bringing ruin to the 
people, and he gave a great shock to it by preach- 
ing the equality of mankind. Mr. Jadhav thought 
that India would not rise in the scale of civilisation 
unless she followed the tenets of Rammohun Roy. 

Rao Sahib Dr. V. Ramakrishna Rao, M. A.„ 
PH. D., said that Rammohun Roy was both a ration- 
alist and a mystic. Chronologically viewed, he was first 
a prophet and then a philosopher. Quite a worthy 
descendant as he was of Indian sages, mysticism did not 
supersede his rationalism. He was a great master of 
synthetic unity. 

Dewan Bahadur Rainaswami Mudaliar, m. l. a., 
said that Rammohun Roy, great as he was, did not confine 
himself to any one sphere in life. It was a pity that after 
a hundred years of vast enlightenment, there was still 
a small die-hard group of reactionaries who opposed 
every social legislation. Continuing, th(^ speaker said : 
If Rammohun Roy was anything, he was a deeply reli- 
gious and mystic soul, and looked at life particularly 
from that angle of vision. It was he who in spite of 
mighty opposition unearthed the light hidden in the 
midst of Vedic literature, and rehabilitated the Upa- 
nishadic religion in the country. 

Other speakers, including Swami Sarvananda of 
the Ramakrishna Mission poured encomiums on Ram- 
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mohun Roy’s simplicity of life and high thinking, 
and implored the audience to follow his high ideals. 

The Chairman, in winding up the meeting, pointed 
out that Raja Rammohun Roy’s high ideals of life and 
their translation into practice were matters not to the 
pride of Bengal only, hut of India as a whole. 

Delhi. — The Centenary meeting at Delhi was 
held at the Saraswati Bhavan, Daryaganj, on Monday 
the 18th December 1933. Sir Shanmukham Chetty, 
K.C.r.E., President, Legislative Assembly, was in the 
chair. The proceedings opened with the singing 
of a song in chorus by Dr. S. K. Sen and some ladies. 
The following is a summary of the speeches deli- 
vered, as given in the National Call and the Hindus- 
than Times ; — 

“A noble patriot, a great reformer, a learned' 
scholar, and a spiritual Napoleon,” — this was the gist 
of the tributes paid to the memory of Raja Rammohun 
Roy, the founder of the Brahmo Samaj, at the public 
meeting held at the Saraswati Bhavan to comme- 
morate his Centenary. The meeting was thoroughly 
representative of all sections of the people. 

Sir Shanmukham Chetty, in paying a tribute to 
the memory of Raja Rammohun Roy, said that if 
anybody would look into the history of the world, 
he would find periods when thoughts and ideas 
underwent revolution, and in such periods there 
arrived men with new aspirations. The period* 
preceding Raja Rammohun was a period of con- 
fusion. Raja Rammohun marked a new era in the 
cultural and political history of India. It was his 
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genius that constructed the cultural bridge between 
India and the West. 

Sir Shanmukham went on to speak of the great 
work Raja Rammohun Roy did for social reform, 
and said that it was he who first pointed out the 
need for removing the sociaS rot. Sir Shanmukham 
concluded : “We should not forget to pay our debt 
to the genius of this great soul, who lived for the 
uplift of his country in all respects, and also died 
for it.” 

Dr. T- G. P. Spears, ph.i)., Professor of History, 
St. Stephen’s College, said that the men whom people 
remembered were not men important in history, but 
in ideas. “We celebrate Raja Rammohun Roy’s 
Centenary, not merely because he was a great 
personality, but because his name is linked with 
great ideas.” Rammohun lived in an age which was 
singularly barren of ideas, when people did not 
believe in ideas, but believed in physical force. 
Rammohun was neither a soldier, nor an official to 
command a force. Even then his influence has 
greatly affected the destinies of India. He was a man 
who lived in ideas, and believed in ideas. 

Indian communities, he went on, saw no future 
before them at that time ; but Raja Rammohun was 
the man who conceived the idea of unity between 
India and the West. He was a man of extraordinary 
intellectual attainments. He was a versatile scholar. 
He was the first Indian to be the master, not only 
of Indian culture and learning, but of Western 
culture and learning as well. He was a great states- 
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man. He never went beyond actual possibilities, and 
he did what was most necessary in those times. 

Concluding, the speaker said that Raja Ram- 
mohun had a balanced outlook on life. “He was,” 
he said, “an ambassador, a scholar, a journalist, 
a statesman, and everything in one.” 

The next speaker, Mr. Asaf Ali, Barrister-at-law, 
speaking in Urdu, said that had Raja Rammohun 
Roy been amongst us now, he would certainly have 
spoken in liis mother tongue. He Avanted every 
Indian to be a “true Indian.” “VVe are commemo- 
rating Raja Ramniohun’s Centenary,” he said, “not 
only because he Avas the greatest and ablest man in 
Bengal or India, but also because he was the greatest 
and ablest of living beings.” He added : “i consider 
Rammohun to be a spiritual Napoleon.” 

INIr. C. S. Ranga Iyer, m.l.a., paying his quota of 
tribute to Raja Rammohun, said : “The Raja did not 
die. He is still amongst us to guide us, only if we 
were prepared to walk along his footsteps.” 

“India,” he said, “had produced great men like 
Ramanuja, Sankara and several otliers. Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy Avas one of the brilliant galaxy of such 
stars.” He joined Mr. Asaf Ali in his opinion that 
Rammohun was an intellectual Napoleon. 

Other speakers, including Dr. M. J. Dave, PH.D., 
paid gloAving tributes to the memory of the great 
reformer. 

Jamshedpur.— -The Rammohun Roy Centenary 
was celebrated at Jamshedpur on Sunday the 17th 
December, 1933 in a befitting manner. A public 
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meeting convened in the “Dr. Santiram Chakravarti 
Memorial Hall’* was crowded to its utmost capacity. 
Mrs. Keenan, wife of the General Manager of 
the Tata Iron & Steel Co. Ltd., presided over the 
meeting, which began with a choral song by girls 
under the direction of Mrs. Sujata Bose and Mrs. 
Sobha Majumdar. Prizes were given away by Mrs. 
Keenan to the best writers of essays on the Raja’s 
life. Mrs. Chandrabati Sethi and Mr. S. Gupta gave 
short discourses on the Raja’s life. 

Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee, who had corns for the 
Centenary celebration, then gave a learned discourse 
on the life and teachings of Rammohun Roy. He 
dealt with every aspect of this great man’s life, as a 
great educationist, as a social reformer, as a political 
uplifter, and as a spiritual leader. By the introduction 
of English education in India he united “isolated” 
India with the whole world by enabling it to be in 
itouch with world-thought. The speaker gave 
instances to show how great was the Raja’s fervour for 
internationalism, when internationalism was not even 
clearly understood. The speaker said that the basic 
principle on which the League of Nations is run to-day 
was suggested by the Raja over a century back. The 
Raja had suggested to the then Foreign Minister of 
France an organisation which would, by discussion or 
arbitration, settle all disputes among countries, and 
thus make war impossible. The speaker, after referring 
to the Raja’s revival of the worship of God in spirit 
and in truth, wondered why intellectual unfitness is 
. held up as a plea against worshipping God in spirit 



JAMSHEDPUR ; SENHATI 


23 ^> 

and in truth, when the same intellectual capacity has 
produced great philosophers, literateurs, scientists, 
.publicists, administrators and politicians among the 
Indians of to-day. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the Chair, and to the speaker of the evening. Por- 
traits of Raja Rammohun Roy were distributed at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Chatter jee also addressed a Ladies’ Meeting, 
in which he explained to them the ideals of the Raja's 
life. The same evening he addressed another public 
-meeting held at the Indian Association, and delivered 
a lecture on “Journalism,” mentioning Rammohun 
as a pioneer in the field, and thrashing out every point 
that crops up in this connection, c. g. the journalist’s 
knowledge, the necessity for his being scrupulously 
impartial, knack of organising his office for proper 
distribution of work to the editorial staff, and so 
fofth. He also dealt with the difficulties of a journal- 
ist in the running of his paper due to the illiteracy and 
poverty of the people of the country, and with other diffi- 
culties arising out of political and economic situations. 

Senhati (Dist, Khulna, Bengal). — On the 18th 
Debeinber 1933 the Rammohun Roy CentenarY was 
observed with great enthusiasm at Senhati. Babu 
Manomohan Chakrabarti of Barisal came for the occa* 
sion, and a largely attended meeting was held in the 
open field in front of the house of the late Babu Gopal 
Chandra Sen. About 600 people, including about two 
hundred ladies, attended the meeting, and patienitly 
followed the proceedings till a late hour of the evening. 
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Babu Yo^ananda Das, Secretary of the ^Yonlen's Pro- 
tection League, was voted to the chair, and in an 
eloquent speech he explained the objects of the meeting, 
and dwelt on the duty the country owed to the 
Raja as the Maker of Modern India. After a song 
and a sliort prayer hy Babu Manomohan Chakrabarti, 
Babu Surendra Kumar Sen b. l. read a paper in 
Bengali on the special features of the Raja's life. Next, 
Babu Manomohan Clnikrabarti delivered a long lecture, 
dilating on tluj numerous aspects of the life and teach- 
ings of the Raja, the vast audiemu? listening to him 
.with rapt atttention. His speech, full of emotional 
flashes, left an indelible impression upon the minds of 
all, Tlic meeting disp(ir.se<I after a vote of thanks to 
the Chair and to the speaker. 

Bilasipara (Assam). — The Rnmmolmn Roy Cen- 
tenary was celebrated here with great eclat on lOtb 
December 1 933. A public meeting was h(dd that day 
in the Indranarayan Academy Hall. Pandit Durga- 
kinkar Sastri presided, and Babua Himansu Mohan 
Roy M. A., Sudhir Kumar Chakravarti, m. sc., Matilal 
Sarkar, Prafulla Krishna Bagchi, and Maulavi Abdul 
Jabbar delivered speeches, and 8jts. Nirmalya Bagchi 
and Bimala Kanta Chakravarti read papers, on the 
greatness of the Raja. 

Sylhet . — The Rammohun Roy Centenary was cele- 
brated here with great enthusiasm from 15th to 21st 
December 1933. A spacious i)andal was erected in 
a central part of the town for the purpose. Every 
evening from 700 to a thousand men and women, belong- 
ing to all sections of the community, assembled there 
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to listen to the speeclies. The i^roceedin^s commenced: 
on the loth with the sinking of one of the Kaja^& 
hymns, and the sfcotra ‘‘Xamaste Sate”, followed by a 
Universal Prayer read from the Chair. Recitations by 
children at the commencement, and hymns both at the 
l)eginning and at the end, were other special features of 
all tlu‘ meetings. Tiie chair was occupied on the loth 
by Prof. Xalini Mohan Sastri, on the IGth by S. M. 
Masih Es(| , J)ist Judge, on the 17th, which was the 
Ladies’ Day, by Mrs. Kai>hor Manjari Shyam, on the 
1 Sth by Sjt. Kagendra Xath Datta, and on the 19th by 
Kev. J. \V. Roberts of the WbJsli jMission. Tliere were 
15 addresse.s in all, imduding 4 on the Ladies’ Day. 

Prof. Prabodh Kumar 8anyai spoke on Rammohun 
and Vedanta^ ]Mr. Susil Kumar Deb on Rammokun's 
all-round greutness, and .Sjt. Rajendra Mohan Chau- 
dhuri on R imniohan and Law and Politics. Sjt. Asok 
liijay Raha read a poem on tluj CcJi tenary compo.-ed by 
himsidf. Prof. Abdul MuuiiuM.A., spoke on Rarnniohun^s 
Universalis ni, Mr. IJpendra, Kumar Km*, retired Sub- 
Jutlge, on Rammohun as the Inauguraior of a New 
A//C, and Maulavi Ma<ibul Husain on Rammohun the 
preserver of all religions. Tlie speaker last named show- 
ed that Rammohun was a true friend of Islam, and that 
his followers have, done more than Mii.slims to dissemi- 
nate Llm truths of Islam in Bengal. Sjt. Jatindra 
Mohan Chaudhuri spoke on Lore of Truth as the 
fountain-head of BammohiuVs activities ; Prof. Suresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta read a paper in English on Raja 
Rammohun^ the Maker of 2lodcrn India ; Prof. 
Narendra Nath Bhattacharya spoke on Rammohun and 
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the spread of education, Naiini Bala Chau- 

’dhuri on Rammohun and Indian Womanhood. 

On the Ladies’ Day, besides the President (Mrs. 
Shyam), Sja. Praiiada Sundari Das^ Sja. Mrinal 
JS^andi B.A., Sja. Sushila Devi b.a., Sja. Uma Datta, b a , 
Sja. Aniiia Dafeta r.a., and other ladies spoke on the life 
of the Raja. Mrs. Naiini Bala Chaiulhuri, Secrt^tary, 
Sylhet Mahila Samiti, announced that the Sainiti would 
award a “Rammohun Medal” to the lady belong:inc: to the 
district who would distinguish herself most in the ye^^l• 
1934 by her literary activity, social service, or act of 
•courage. 

On the 20th December a Musical Festival, and on 
the 21st a Tableau exhibiting incidents of the Raja’s 
life, were held- 

3.0 papers on (he Raja have been received from the 
student community. Medals and prizes were awarded 
to the best papers. 

Lahore. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary was cele- 
brated with great enthusiasm ami suc(‘ess at Tyahorc 
from the 24th to the 29th January 1934. It was a joint 
celebration of the Maghotsava and the Centenary, the 
divine services being held in the Punjab Brahino Sainaj 
Mandir at Anarkali. The reports of .engagements given 
below are mostly taken from T/ie Tribune. 

24th January.— This day tlie ccdehrations com- 
iinenced with a NA(tAR sankirtan. 

The processiop, which wa.s about a quarter mile long, 
started from Nila Guinbad at h p. m., and passed 
through Anarkali Street, Lohari Gate, Chowk Cbakk, 
Paper Mandi, vShahalmi Gate, Machln Hatta, Rang 
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Mahal, Bazaz Hatta, and terminated at the Water 
Works at 7 P. m.. Throughout the route the proces- 
sionists sang devotional hymns, and raised shouts of 
‘‘Raja Raminohun Roy Ki Jai’^ Besides a number 
of Bhajanmandalis there were about four to live 
hundred boys of the Dyal Singh High School, who 
carried banners and flags, and sang songs. 

At the Anarkali Chowk and the other chowks 
of the city through which the procession parsed, short 
adilresses on the “Unity of God and Brotherhood of 
Man” and on the “Life and work of Raja Raminohun 
Roy” were deliverctl by Swaini Krishnanand, Lala 
Dharam Das 8uri and L. Amar Nath. The Rang ^ 
Mahal School and the Dyal Singh Scliool bands also 
joined in the procession, and played selections of music 
throughout. Several ladi(‘s also joinevl the procession, 
and sang devotional songs. 

25th January ( 1 1th Magh ). — This was the 
principal day of the maghotbava, and all the func- 
tions took place in the Mandir. In the morning Bhai 
Sitaram conducted the service. Pandit Nirmal Chandra 
then deliv^cHMl an illuminating address on Runimohlin 
Rolfs Philosophy before a large gathering of ladies and 
gentlemen. The following is a detailed report of his 
address. 

“Raja Raminohun Roy is called the Father of Modern 
India. But it is not sufficiently realised that the 
foundations of his great mission and his many-sided 
activities were laid deep and strong on the strata of 
innate spiritual greatness of the people. 

We have within us a natural tendency towards 
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idolatry, and so we always lend to worship and follow 
personalities, and forget the Eternal Life of which they 
themselves are only tlie passing- manifestations. We 
regard great men as separate from one anotln'r, while 
all men of all timCwS, l)eing only the imperfect and partial 
manifestations of One Eternal Life, have a relation of 
organie unity among Ihcanselves. In fact, all nu!n ai-t- 
the different faces of what Swedenborg calls the (tuANi) 
Man. Not to see this truth is the cause? of so much 
religious pride, hatred, and discord in tlu? w-orld. 

If we want to realize the spiritual greatness of the 
Kaja in so man}' fields of work, then its seereU will h(> 
found in his wide spiritual vision. The world in whicli 
we live, and the life of each of us, are tlie results of 
our view-points. As our vision, sr> is also tin* world of 
our creation and expea-iemee. Th(‘ re<al religion of 
every man lies in his hahitual point of vi(‘W. a(‘eording 
to which he Irves his every-day life. The iiOj i was 
a true knowiw of Brahman. I’hat Itajarshi had the 
suhlinn? vision that essentially nothiiig hut Brahman 
exists lay itself. But his Monism should Jiot l)e con- 
foumled with that of Sankara. 

In (he tinu* of llu? Baja, tlie country was the 
victim of two exlnane misconceptions: — (l) Pc'ople 
were busy in the worship of grosser ol>j^'cts, and the 
performance* of {external rites was c?xalied above (every- 
thing else. (2) True religious life wtis not oonsiderevl 
as possible in this world. 

But like Nanak and oilier saints of llie sixteenUi 
cu.mtury, Rammohun Roy Uiuglit that (jod could be 
realized in this world and in the midst of worldly 
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surrolinflin.ocs. He did not regard the world and human 
lif(} as illusions created by a inysterioiis and indescrib- 
able princii)l(j calleil Maya. He laid emphasis on 
action in this world. The logical conclusion of the 
doctrine of Maya was that one shotdd forget both the 
worhl ami tln^ soul for tlie realization of God, because 
Brahman and tlie world wouhl be in the light of 
that doctrimi quite incoinpatibh* with each other, like 
light and darkness. The K-aja did not regard Sanyasa 
(renum*ialion of tlie world) as the necessary condition 
of sahoition. That <loctrlne in amaont time had led 
the best brains of the country to the forest, and their 
servic(.‘s wen* thus lost to the country. 

Th(5 Raja, wliile ])eli(*ving in the onimess and infinity 
of Brahman, taught tliat, like the manif«‘Station of thi^ 
tret^ from its setMl, tliis world also is th(‘ manifestation 
of His nature and tln^ eternal play of His love and joy. 
He regarded ^laya not as a primajile of illusion, but 
as the en*ative jiower or Will of God, Ho taught also 
that the lieing of the world is in the Being of 
Brahman. The world is n^al in God, Imt, false when we 
come to r.'gard it as having exishmce outside or indepen- 
dently of Go<L The Many is the manifestation of the 
One, and true worship of God consists in sensing ami 
realising the existema*, tlui gooilness, and the beauty of 
God in all manifested things. In this living worsliip, 
we can have the fulfilment of our whole being in its 
rich variety. For the same reason, Rammohun never 
regarded lib* in the world and spiritual life as separate 
from each other, or incompatible with each other. 

The separation in thouglit of the world from its 
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Creator causes in our life a conflict which continually 
saps our energy. The result of doing so is that its 
becomes impossible for us to perform our worldly duties 
and the worship of G04I simultaneously, just as when 
we look to the heavens, it becomes impossible for us 
io look upon the earth, and contrary -wise, wl)en we 
look upon the earth, it becomes impossible to look to- 
wards the heavens. But if we follow the Raja’s teaching, 
we can quite naturally perform all our worldly duties 
in the spirit of Divine worship. 

But the Raja never said that the world is Brahman, 
and that there is nothing beyond it. He held that the 
Eternal One is not limited to his temporal manifestation. 

He did not teach that the world mid the the human 
soul were illusions, and that by their complete destruc- 
tion alone we could realize Brahman. He said that 
the human soul is a necessary and immortal centre of 
God-manifestation, ami God-realization consists not 
in the destruction of the sovd, but in its progressive 
unfoldment through the surreiider of s<df to God, who 
is our inner soul. The divine life flows into ns in 
ever fresh and x)rogres9ive currents tlirough our 
adoration and prayer ; and all the fa(mlties of the soul 
are, as it were, different ways or arms to embrace the 
beloved. 

While the Raja baa laid emphasis on self-effort, 
he also teaches us to remain always open to the grace 
of God. By means of our individual efforts we can 
have progress ; but spiritual p<?rfection can be attained 
only through divine grace. 

The Raja who himself was a man of action, never 
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advised us to renounce action- He regarded action 
necessary for even a Jivaninukta. 

According to the Veclantists of the Mayavadi School^ 
the way to salvation lies in escaping from this life and 
in being merged in the abstract, absolute, or relation- 
less Brahman. But the Raja has taught us by his 
doctrine and by his own example in life to face and 
embrace life, and transform the world into a medium 
of communion with God. The Mayavadi tries tO’ 
present God in the aspect of Truth {Sat) alone, but 
the Raja\s Br?thmavad teaches us to realize God, not 
only as the True (Satyam)^ but as the Good and th^ 
Beautiful (Sivam and Sundaram) as well. 

The depth and vastness of the Raja's vision cjin 
be realized from the fact that he founded the Brahmo- 
Samaj, not on any book or personality of any time 
or place, but on Brahman alone. So he shows us the 
royal path of being reconciled or reunited, not only 
with the source of all life, but with men of all places, 
times and climes, truly and in spirit. We are not 
simply broth(?rs, but the different organs of the one and 
the same Cosmic Life. 

Today we need badly this Brahmavad of the great 
Rajarshi, which instead of making our life sapless and 
dry, teaches us the flowering of life. Mayavad is a 
great and terrible illusion, which makes all life, science, 
art, morality and culture wholly devoid of meaning and 
purpose. It is one of the ever memorable services of 
the Raja that he has tried his best to save us from the* 
dark abyss of Mayavad, and shown us the way to 
worship God in our every thought, word and actioo,” 
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A ‘Priti Bhojan' (breakfast) then followed, in 
which the local Brail m,o 8ainajists, their families and 
sympathisers joined. 

In the evening* Prof. U- N. Ball conducted a divine 
SERVICE in Bengali whicli was attended by a large 
number of local Bengalis. On the conclusion of the 
service, Bishop Bannerjee of Amritsar delivered an 
address in English on tlie "^Life and Work of Kaja 
Bammohun Roy.” 

2(>th January. — A cihldren’s DATHEKrNu was held 
ill the Mandir at 4 p.m., when about l()f) chihlren were 
assenililed. Bhai Ram Krishan preside<]- Prizes were 
awarded to the children, and they were treated to sweets. 

At G p. M. a MUSHAIUA (Grand Poetical Symposium) 
took place in the 8. P. 8. K. Hall, under the pr(‘sidentship 
of Pandit Brij Mohan Dattatr<\va ‘Kaifi’, hall was 
crowded from end to end, and well-known poets of 
Lahore recited their verses on Raja Rammohun Roy. 
Some of the jioems were of a high ordm*, and were ap- 
plauded hy the audience. Maulaiui Zafar Ah Khan 
made a speech. Medals and jirizes wen^ awarded to the 
composers of poems. 

27th January, — At I p. m. a dkci.amation 
CONTEST took place in tlio Towm Hall in which 
about twenty .students of ilifierent colleges took part. 
The following Ihrce students wenj adjudged to be the 
best speakers, and prizes were awardtid to tliem : — 
Jagdish Chandra Khanna, Govt. College, Laliore, 
K. 8. Basu, Miidical College, Lahore, and P. N. Ball, 
r. C. College, Lahore, 

At 5-30 p. M. a MEMORIAL MEETING was held at 
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th<? Town Hall. It, was very liir<>'ely attended, the 
Hall beuif? fully crowded. The lloirble Dr. Gokul 
(.-hand Nnrana;, m. a. ph, l>., Minister for Local Self- 
Goveruuuaif, Punjab, was in the chair. The audience 
includivl a lariro numb«n* of ]adi<-s. 

The lu'oceediiii^s opene<i with a hymn sung^ by 
ladies and a prayer by Bhai Sira Ram. Tributes were 
then paid to Uajti Rainmohun Roy by speakers belong- 
ing: to <liirerent communities and different schools of 
thouglit. 

Mahatma Hmis Raj said that he considered himself 
fortunate in being able to conio to the meeting a^d 
pay Ids tribute to the memory of the great soul, Raja 
Rammoliun Roy. He thought that the Raja was one 
of tile most luminous stars in tlie spiritual firmament of 
India. Tin* S(*rvice that he liad rendered to India 
would always h(* remembered, lie was not only a 
gr(*at linguist and scholar of his time, but was the 
fonunost so(*ial and r(*ligious reformer of tlie nineteenth 
century. The Raja had to undergo niueh pers('cution 
for the saktj of his beli(*f in th(‘ Fatherhood of God 
and Iteotherliood of ]Man. But his name has become 
immortal also for Ids championing the cause of the 
womanhood of India hy s(H*uring the abolition of the 
cru(*l custom of Suttee, He could also be fittingly 
called tin* Father of Bengali Prose. The speaker 
thought that it was their sacred duty to do honour to 
the nu inory of the great man, who did so much service 
to India one hundred years ago. 

Prof. Rudd Ram Hahid said that; despite his indis- 
position he thought it his duty to come to the meeting 
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and pay his homage to the memory of Raja Rammohun' 
Roy, and considered it a great honour and privilege 
to participate in the celebrations. He had been ac- 
quainted with the works and activities of the Raja for 
the last half a century ; but he could truly say that hivS 
respect and admiration for the Raja had grown year 
after year. The more bethought of the principles of 
his life and his many-sided activities, the better he was 
able to understand and realize his title to give his name 
to a new epoch. That evening he could only refer to 
a single aspect of the Raja’s life and faith, but it was 
aqj^ aspect which covered, linked and explained his 
activities in many fields. 

The Raja may fitly be called a ‘^Barrier- Breaker’. 
He pulled down the barrierg that divide race from race, 
religion from religion, and one type of civilization and 
culture from other types. But his mission was not 
confined merely to the work of pulling down the bar- 
riers. This would have been only a negative work. 
He did the positive work of the intermingling of those 
that were previously divided from one another. In other 
words, be was a reconciler of apparently divergent races, 
religions, civilizations and cultures. It was well-known 
that one of the reasons which took liim to England was 
to act as an envoy of the Mughal Emperor of Delhi to 
the BHtish Parliament in London. In a wider sense 
Ramniohun Roy might be considered as an Envoy 
from the East to the West and from the West to the 
East. 

Rammohun Roy studied the Koran in the original 
Arabic, the Vedas and Upanishads in the ortginaL 



LAHOBE 


251 


Sanskrit, the Old Testament in Hebrew, and the New 
Testament in Greek. More than this. In order to 
understand those great religious works thoroughly, he 
made a wide and intimate acquaintance with the liter- 
ature of the period during which the sacred books had 
been written in those languages. He was thus able to 
enter into the spirit of the teachings of the Koran, the 
Vedas and the Old and New Testaments. He could 
interpret the essential teachings of all those great faiths, 
and reconcile them with one another. According to 
liim all faiths were true, for they all taught the central 
doctrine of the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood* 
of Man. For him the .service of humanity was in a 
real sense the servicq of God. It was on such a broad 
and liberal basii that ha founded the Brahmo Samaj, 
as the Trust Deed of the Samaj .says, for ‘‘strengthening 
the bonds of union befweeh men of all religious persua- 
sions and creeds.”' He condemned caste on moral, 
religious and, above all, on political grounds, for lie 
said that so long as India was cut up into ca.stes, there 
could be no Indian nation. 

It was in the fitness of things, said Prof, Ruchi Ram, 
that such a man should become the Founder of Compara- 
tive Religion. As Prof. Sir Monier Williams says, “The 
Raja was the tirst earnest-mindeil investigator of the 
Science of Comparative Religion that the world had pro- 
duced.”' Prof. Max Muller bears a similar generous 
testimony to Rammohun’s claim, not only as a founder 
of comparative religion, but as the interpreter and the 
reconciler of the West to the East. He says, “Raja 
Rammohun Roy was the first to complete a connected. 
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life-cTirreiit between the East and the West/’ Accord- 
ing to Max Muller, he was “the inspired eugineor, iii the 
land of faith, that cut the chanutd of coininunication, the 
spiritual 8uez, between sea and sea, land-locked in the 
rigid sectarianism of exclusive revelation, and S(g their 
separate surges of national life into one mighty world- 
current of universal humanity/’ All honour to him ! 

Dr. Satyapal said that Raja Rammolmn Roy was 
the first Indian who took the message of the Upanisluids 
to the people of the West, and thereby made the name 
of India great in the world. He love 1 India so deeply 
^/tfuit he couhl be counted as one of the first who pn'ached 
*the message of freedom and libcjrty to his p(‘ 0 [)le Bat 
if he was a gn^nt social reformer and a great scholar, lie 
was also a deeply religious man, and had burning faith 
in God. 

Kiian Baliadnr ^ruulavi Muharram Ali (’hisliti said. 
Raja Rammohun’s .services wouhl lie rcmemliered for 
centuries. The Raja devoted his whole life in promot- 
ing unity of mankind and preaching the love of God 
to all. By studying tiie different religions of the world 
he became the friend of all religious faith.s. The speaker 
considered the Raja as a true ^Iiislim, for he had fully 
understood tlie tenets of Islam. 

Prof. S. N. Das Gupta said, Raja Rammohun Roy 
was one of the Makers of Modern India. Th<i Raja 
developed a great sjiirifc of enquiry in ordtT to <liscover 
the truths hidden in the different .scriptures of the world. 
By founding th<‘ Brahnio Samaj he established a church 
for the propagation of the me.ssage of pure monotheism. 
Plis political activities were actuated by intense love 
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of liberty. H(j had au intensity of feeling for any 
cause tliat lie took up. 

Air. A. S. Satyarthi said, Raja Raiuinolmn Roy gaVo 
the nu?.ssag(i of pure Indian Nationalism during his days, 
and made earnest efforts for the promotion of cultural 
understanding amongst different comniuniti('S. The 
Raja was tle^ first in the nineteenth century to act as 
the interpreler ot tin^ message of Aryavd rtd to the 
peoi>l(^ of the West. Today they W(‘re paying homage 
to till* Raja not as tlie founder of tin? J^rahmo Bamaj 
alone, ])iif as a national hero of India. 

Ib’of. U. N. Ball said. Raja Rammohun Roy upliftec\ 
mankind, India (‘onid well lx* proud of such a great ^ 
man. llis faith in (lod was not govm'iied hy raee or 
culture. He liad true faith in God. Therefore lie did 
not (.piarrel udtli any religion, lie delight<‘d in identify- 
ing himself with tin* high precepts of trnth contained in 
other rdigions. Hi* was popularly known a< an epocli- 
inaker’ for his manifold .ser\'ic<‘s to India. Ho was the 
liarbinger <>f a new age hir India. He worked i’m* free- 
dom in ail sphere^ of lib*. Tin* chici mission of liis 
life was ti) make his eonntrvmen think for tln‘ms.‘l ves. 

Khan Bahadur Saikh Amir AH said that Raja Ram- 
niohuii Roy l)eH<*ve<l in the principle of accepting truths 
from whatevi*r (piarter tliey came. Thus he was able 
to found a Universal Ridigion. He felt gTv*at]y lionoured 
in paying his tribute to such a gnatl man, and the 
Maker of Modern India. 

Tlie Ghairniaiu Dr, Gokiil Uhnnd Narang, said that 
Raja Rammohun Roy was a pioneer in social and 
religious reforni. He was a rt'bel against many of the 
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• established tmditions of the day. The speaker thought 
that the Raja had a great sense of self-respect for him- 
self, and was an upholder of the respect of his country. 
God had endowed the Rjija with wonderful qualities 
which made him a great man. He also fought for the 
rights and privileges of India. The speaker paid his 
sincere tribute to the great Raja for all his services t ) 
India and to mankind. 

28th January being a Sunday, Divine Service 
was held in the Mandir at 9 a m. Swami Krishiianand 
conducted the service, and preached a sermon on 
tjp/e Raja. At 1 p.m. a Conv^ention of Religions was 
held in the Town Hull, when addresses were deli- 
vered by speakers representing different religious 
faiths on the subject of ‘^Unity of Religions*’. Dr, 
S. K. Dattii, Principal of the Forman Christian College, 
was in the chair. The Convention was largely attended. 

Rev. Dr. E. D. Lucas said that Unity of Religions 
was possible only if people ceased to offend each other’s 
faiths. The speaker thought that the Brahmo Samaj 
had not made that amount of sacrifice for great causes, 
which Raja Rammohuii Roy did, and which ilahatma 
Gandhi was doing today. 

Prof* Pritam Singh said that a new Rammohun Roy 
had taken birth in Persia in the personality of Hazrat 
Baha-ulla, who had been trying his utmost to bring all 
votaries of different religions on a common platform. 

Pandit Nirmal Chandra said, Raja Rammohun Roy 
had realised the true meaning of Brahma, and the 
existence of only one God, and that is why he preached 
the Unity of all Religions of the world. 
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Pandit Thakur Dutt Sharma Vaidya said, the 
differences between the peoples of the world over reli- 
gions would disappear when they would love all human 
beings and consider everybody as brother 

Mr. A. S Satyarthi said that Law or Government 
would never be able to solve religious differences. The 
only solutioji lay in the promotion of the ideas of 
mother-couniry, mother-tongue and niotber-eulture. 

Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram said, if tliey wanted to unify 
religions, must avoid all forms of wrong propa- 

ganda. They must discover ways ami means in order 
to belter undersUind one another and achieve commop 
ends. 

Swanii Krishnanand said that one way of bringing 
about Unity of Religions was to .study one another’s 
.T<digi<)us hooks in a liberal ami friendly spirit. 

Prof. U. N. Ball said, Unity of Religions was not 
a dream. It was possible of achievement if all people 
lived togiaher by respecting one anotlieras brothers. 

Tlu* Ciniirman Dr. S. K. Dntta said, they must 
have the d<‘sin' to know others’ ndigions in a spirit 
of wide toleration. Dignity, sympatliy, umhTstanding, 
and charity should be the (jualities by means of which 
they should study ami criticise the different religions. 
These qualities Raja Kammoluiu Roy possessed to a 
great degree. He hoped that they would carry with 
them the spirit of the great Raja. 

At 4 Bt) F.M. a Women’s Conference was held 
in the Town Hall with Mrs. Brij Lai Nehru in the chair. 
Speeches were made on the services rendered by the 
Raja to womankind by Miss K. Ferozedin m.a., 
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Mrs. Hem Eaj, b.a., Dr. Mrs. Damuyanti Bali, Mrs. 
Kaushalya Khosla, and Srimati Bh^nno Devi. 

On 29th January, which was tlie last day of the 
celebrations, tlie coneludinj? function wa,s a 
SocrAL CoNFKRENCE held in the Town Hall before 
a largo gathering, under the president'hij) of Justices 
Sir Abdul Qadir. Ttic audience iinduded a goo<l 
number of ladies. Speeclu's were made by aliout 
a dozen speakers on the so('ial evils of Imlia, and the 
part played by Raja Rammohun Roy in introducing 
social reforms and removing many social evils, includ- 
^ig the cruel custom of Suttee, 

Painlit Vishwa Bandhu said that mutual fellow* 
feeling and religious toleration were the foundaiion> of 
every soch'ty. And true society was formt'd only winm 
people coiis!<lercd tiicmselves as <>f om^ family aitd 
children of One (Common Father, namely (bMl. Ram- 
mohun Roy, by bringing in the .spirit (d’ toleration 
through the Brahmo Samaj, tried to form socituy oii a 
new basis. If they r(‘S]M-eted on • am-thoi’s fee lings, tlien 
the}’’ could fso on even if they agrc<‘d to <lifler on some 
points. They shouM weleoim*, Ik' said, light and 
knowledge, from every corner of the woiTl, 

Bwami Krishrianaud said, social reforms must pr(?cede 
even political reform. Mahatma Gandld has i^nilised 
this fiud. Therefore he has given up politics for one 
year, and had engaged himself in tla‘ work of 
removal, of iintouchability from the Hindu Society. 
Altbotigh many .social evils had been remov^ed in India 
since the days of Raja Rammohun Roy, the majority of 
people in the villages, he said, were still tied to tradu 
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tions .011(1 customs, an(l. there was a groat need foi? 
social reform in the country. 

Lala Shiv Dayal said, tifty years ago not one woman 
in his family was literate ; but today every woman and 
ev’^ery girl in his family was literate. This result thoy 
had achieved by their efforts to bring about social refortiDte 
in the country. He, however^ regretted that some literate 
women of today had been growing a tendency amongst 
themselves of discarding their national dress luid incurr- 
ing useless expenditure. Social Conferences had helped 
them in removing prejudices that existed about inter- 
dining and sea-voyage. 

Prof, U. N. Ball said that the social reforms introduced • 
by Kaniinohiin Roy had done enormous good to 
India; but still there were millions who believed in caste 
and untouchability, and in keeping women illiterate 
and veiled. The country, he tliouglit, still needed a 
vigorous programme of uplift. The speaker was 
convinced that national government could not be main- 
tairietl in India so long as caste divisions remained. 

Dr. Damayanti Bali said, what social reformers of 
the present wanted was the bold spirit and sympathetic 
heart of Raja Raiumohun Roy. The women of India 
were greatly indebted to Raja Kammohun Roy for his 
strong advocacy of their cause and his strenuous efforts 
for the abolition of the cruel custom of Sutt^. 

Pandit Nanak Chand said that Raja Rammohun 
Roy saved India from disintegration and ruin by 
reviving the philosophy of the Upanishads, and prpr 
claiming the message of the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man. He not only tried to unite the. 


17 
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different peoples and different cultures of India, but he 
spread India’s culture amoni^ the people of the West also, 

KaViraj Kashi Ram Vaid deplored that no social 
training was given in our Schools and colleges. 

All social differences would disappear if each commii- 
iiity respected the feelings of the others. He thought 
that today there was greater social disharmony between 
the communities, despite advancement in education. 
Today, on the occasion of the Centenary of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, they should all realise their social 
•weaknesses, and try to remedy them in futiiro. 

On behalf of the Centenary Committee, Prof. 

‘ Ruchi Ram Sahni thanked the lady speaker Dr. 
Damayanti Bali for what she had said, and more tlian 
that, for what she had been doing in her life for the 
social uplift of the untouchables, and for tlie cause 
of women. He was sure the spirit of Raja Rammohun 
Roy Would rejoice to find that his work and teachings 
had not been in vain. It is said that when, having 
been driven out of home by his father at the age 
of sixteen for preaching the worship of One God in 
spirit, he wandered to Tibet an<l began to preach the 
«ame doctrine, he was attacked by some Buddhist monks. 
On that occasion his life was saved, so the story goes, 

by the intervention of some women. He made up 

his mind to do all he could for the cause of the sex to 
which he owed his life. 

It is a commonplace thing now to call Raja Ram- 
tnohun Roy the Father of Modern India. With a 
prophetic vision he sketched out the scheme of reforms 
in every branch and department of life according to 
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which he would like India to progress. Not content 
with merely laying down the outline scheme of 
advancement, he tried to build up the various depart- 
ments of it himself. He, the speaker, would call the 
grand edifice so conceived by the name ‘the Palace of 
Liberty\ The central halls of this palace were devoted 
to what may be called the Temple of Religious Liberty, 
because it was on the great doctrines of the Fatherhood 
of God and tlie Brotherhood of Man that the whole 
scheme was based. Let no one imagine that Rammohun 
claimed to have invented this great doctrine himself, — 
nothing of the kind. He found by his deep and inti- 
mate studies of the Sacred Books of the Hindus, the 
Mohamedans, the Christians, and the other great faiths 
of tile world, that this doctrine was common to them all, 
and it was the shortsightedness of the followers of those 
faiths which made them narrow-minded and fanatical. 
He iliscovered again that the belief that truth conquers, 
and not falsehood, was in the moral realm common to all 
the great faiths of the world. It was on such common 
basis that he built his church of the Bralimo Samaj. 

It should never bo forgotten that during the early 
years of Raja Rammohun Roy the cry of ‘^Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity,” was in the air. Tiie French 
Revolution had taken place some years earlier, and the 
great levelling iloetrine was making a powerful appeal to 
people all over the world. At the same time Payne’s 
book, The Rights of Man had come out, and was 
making a great noise everywhere. Raja Rammohun Roy, 
who was in touch with the thought-currents of Lurope, 
could not have remained uninfluenced. 
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The scheme, of New India that he sketched out and' 
helped to build up, was, therefore, a scheme based on 
Liberty, Eijuality and Fraternity in all departments 
of life ; but its«kay-stoue was, as the speaker had poiiiteil 
out before, the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of Man. It was on this key-stone .that the 
whole grand edifice of New India was supported. 

If they understood, said the speaker, the significance 
of the doctrine of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity 
of the French Revolution, and the religious doctrine 
of the Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man, 
both of which Rammohun Roy kept before him as his 
guides, they would have no difficulty in understanding 
why he was able to draw up a scheme of reforms so 
comprehensive and all-embracing. 

In the social sphere he made no distinction between 
the rights of men and women. We find him labouring 
hard for ten long years in the face of the bitterest oppo- 
sition and persecution to get the abominable custom 
of Suttee abolished, and he did not rest content till 
it was made impossible by law. He advocated the 
remarriage of widows, and pleaded for their legal rights 
to the property of their husbands and their parents. 
He condemned -the caste system of the Hindus on reli- 
gious, moral, social and political grounds. The people 
of today cannot realise what persecution Brahmos have- 
had to suffer for taking a cup of tea with non-Hindus. 
All the older members had suffered excommunication 
from their communities for many years. The ‘outcastes’ 
were only the natural result of the caste system. If 
there were no caste, there would be no ‘outcastes*. 
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As the Builclel* of Mocleri^ Iiitlia, Rajit Ranimohuri 
Roy declared that so loi^g as the caste system remained^ 
India could not be a,;iation; and it could not have, 
therefore^ a political future, such asj he- dreamt fqf it; 
After the lapse of a hundred years, it waS still hecessavy 
for a man dike Gandhiji to take it Upon himself, to 
uproot untouchability. . , 

In the end,, Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni ; said, ,Raja 
Rammohun Roy, as a friend of Jeremy Bentham, may 
be supposed do believe in the doctrine of the greatest 
good of the greatest number. On the occtision of hiS 
Centenary it was a special duty of us Indians, to push 
forward his mission with redoubled vigour. , 

Lala Goviud Ram Khanna said, their greatest social 
evil today was narro\v , communalism. If they wanted 
to have any good from the , Social , Conferences, then 
they must remove this curse from their country. The 
speaker was longing for the day when there , would be 
one common culture in Ipdia, to which all communities 
would owe allegiance. . ; . 

Mr., D. N. Bali said that although he was a pon- 
believer in God, he held Raja Rammohitn Roy in great 
respect, and paid his homage to him on the occasion of 
his Centenary. , 

Shrimati ShaniiQ Devi saij tliat the Centenary 
•Committee should publish pamphlejts about the life 
and work of Raja Rammohun Roy, and distribute them 
to the women of India in the different provinces, in 
order to let them know how much indebted they were 
to that great man for his fight for the cause of women 
mf this country. 
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The Chairman, Sir Abdul Qadir, said that they 
were all believers in God, and were celebrating the 
death centenary of a great soul, who also believed in 
God. He thought that Mr. Bali, who was a non-believer 
in God, had also received his inspimtion about tole- 
ration and social reform from the life of Raja Ram- 
mohun, a strong believer in divine dispensation. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair the celebrations 
terminated. 

Ranchi. — A public meeting was held in the 
Collins’ Co-operative Buildings on 28th August 1933 
to form a Working Committee for celebrating the 
Ranimohun Roy Centenary at Ranchi in a befitting 
manner. Twentysix leading gentlemen of the town 
were elected members, with Mr. Jaykali Dutt, m.a., 
B.L., as President, Babu Satish Chandra Ray, b.l., 
as Vice-President, Babu Subodh Chandra Roy as 
Secretary, and Dr. Susanta Kumar Bose, n.se., m.b., 
(Homeo) as Assistant Secretary. 

The first meeting in connection with the Celebra- 
tion was held on Sunday, the 3rd September, under 
the presidentship of Sj. Satish Chandra Ray. An 
address of homage to the Raja was delivered by Sj. 
Sasibhushan Ghose,- m.a., of the Ranchi Brahina- 
charya Vidyalaya, who pointed out the relation of the 
efforts made by the Raja with the modern life of 
Bengal. Several songs were sung by Sj. Subhransu 
Chakravarti, b.a., one of which was composed by a 
gentleman of Doranda for this occasion. Babu 
Satis Chandra Chakravarti, m.a. Joint Secretary,, 
All India Centenary Committee, was present. 
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The second meeting was held at the Hinod' 
Friends' Union Club on 9th September 1933, exclu- 
sively for ladies, under the presidentship of Mrs* P* 
N. Bose. Papers were read and speeches delivered 
by Mrs. Sucharita Sen, Mrs. Basanti Gupta, Sj^s. 
Sushama Chakravarti, b.a., Aniala Devi, Priya Bala 
Sen Gupta, Hemalata Gupta, Mrs. N. K. Ghosh, and 
Suniati Bala Devi. Most of the papers and speeches^ 
were very interesting. 

The third meeting was held on Sunday the 10th 
September, in the Collins' Co-operative Buildings 
under the presidentship of Mr. P. N. Bose. A paper 
on “the Rationalism of the Raja" was read by Mr. B. • 
Haidar. Mr. N. K. Ghosh, m.a., b.l., m.l.c., deli- 
vered a speech in which he made special mention of 
Rammohun's benevolent services for the women of 
Bengal. A paper was read by Mr, Bhupendra Narain 
Maitra, m. a., on the work of the Raja for the politic 
cal uplift of India After giving many instances of 
the Raja’s freedom-loving spirit, he concluded by 
declaring the Raja to be the Father of the political 
world of India. Mr. J. K. Dutt’s lecture was on 
“Ramniohun Roy, the Man and his Work.” He gave 
a full history of the Raja’s life, and the relation of 
his^ work with the modern life of Bengal and her reli^ 
gion. Sjts. Lalit Mohan Roy, Nalini Kanta Chow- 
dhury, and Ganesh Ghose also delivered speeches 
and read parsers. 

The fourth meeting was a Religious Convention. 
It was held at the Hinoo Friends’ Union Club ott 
Saturday, the 16th September, and the following day^ 
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On tlie first day, the meeting was opened under the 
presidentship of Mr. J. K. Dutt. In his introduction 
ho , ex|)lained' the Special interest of the Religious 
CenvOption as a meeting ground for people of all Castes 
and creeds, SWami Visuddhandanda Saraswati, m.a., 
read a learned ]^aper explaining the underlying 
principles . of Vedanta. Mr. A. Muzaftar explained the 
basis of Islam, Mr. 8. M., Ahmad^s speech on 
^‘Attainment of God” was much appreciated. Sj. 
Sasibhusan Ghose, m.a., related the Karma Yoga of 
Gita. On the second day the meeting was -opened by 
a lecture on “the. Christian view of God^^ by Rev. L. 
G* -Mukherji. Sj. Sasibhusan Ghose explained “Bhakti 
Yoga/’ The principles of Jaina Dharma were explained 
by Sriman Pandit Shivji Ramji. Mr. S. K. Sahny, 
Bar-^at-Law, delivered a speech on “Arya Dharma and 
(be * life of the Raja,” The meeting closed with a 
lecture' on '‘‘Brahmoism and the life of the Raja” by the 
president, Mr: J. K, Dutt. 

The fifth meeting was a Students’ Day, held oil 
19th September in the Zilla School Hall under the 
jiresidentship of Prof. S. C. Ghosal, m.a. It was 
opened by the president with an introduction on the 
life of the Raja. Sjt, Bhupendra Narain Maitra, m.a.^ 
read a paper On ‘^the Raja’s relation with politics and 
■Sociology”. Pandit Rajaram Pandeya, Babu Sasibhu- 
ean Ghose, M;A., Babu Jaduvir Prasad, m.a., Mr. Syed 
Altaf Karim, m.a., Mr. R. D. Dutt, b.a,., also delivered 
speeches. Tara Kumar Ghose, (I. Aickss, Ranchi 
Zilla School, ) and Miss Sadhana Mukherji (Class X, 
St. Margaret’s High School), read the essays written 
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by them, which haxl been .adjudged the best. Tam Kuniar 
'Ghose was awarded ’ a silver medal by , Dr. Susan ta 
Kumar Bose, and Miss Mukharji a silver medal by 
Messrs. G. Bonerjee and Brotlierg. • Dr. Susanta 
Kumar Bose also awarded four prizes to the next four 
best essay- writers, Miss Basanti Purti (St. Mar-. 

garet*s)j Miss Renuka Banerjee (Bengali Girls’ M. M. 
School), Sasibhusan Sarang (Ranchi Zila School,) and 
Mansid . Purti (Radha Gobindo Academy). 

On 2.4th September a special meeting was organised 
by the members of the “‘Madhu-Chakra” at Hinoo under 
the presidentship of Sj. Nalini Kumar Chowdhury. 
Papers were read by Sjts. Bireswar Sen, Hrishikesh* 
Banerjee and Bijay Krishna Datta of the Brahmacharya 
Vidyala 5 '^a. There was an address from the Chair. 

On 27th September, a Memorial Meeting under 
the presidentship of Sj. Satish Gliandra Chatterji, M.A., 
Principal, B. M. College, Barisal, was held at the 
Brahmo Samaj. Mr. N. K. Ghosh related how the 
sUitUs of the wpineri of Bengal had come up to its 
present level, and the credit that is: due to the Raja for 
it. Mr. Abdul Karim read a well-informed paper on 
the Raja’s life and work. Sj Kshitish Cliandra Bose, 
M.A. of Ranchi Brahmacharya Vidyalaya in his speech 
explained the underlying principles of Brahma Dharma 
and its effect on the life of modern Indians. The Presi* 
dent offered a prayer. The meeting closed with a choral 
song by the students of the Brahmacharya Vidyalaya. 

Chirala.— On 27th September the Ratnuiohun Roy 
•Centenary was celebrated at Chirala, At 4^30 
TJsbakirtan kiid at 8 A.m. diviue service was conducted 
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by Akkala Kotaiah Garu in the Brahmopasana Mandir^ 
In the evening at 5-30 p.m. a public meeting was held 
in the Municipal Girls’ School under the presidency of 
Sri M. Ramaiah Sresty Garu, Chairman, Municipal 
Council. Mr. K. Dasarathi Kavi Gam read some 
Verses written by him. Mr. T. Rajagopala lyemgar, b.a., 
T5.L., B. ED., and Mr. G- R. Premaiah Garu, M. l. c. 
spoke on the life of the Raja. Eminent men of the 
town took part in the meeting. The meeting came to 
a close with thanks offered by the Secretar>\ Slates 
were distributed to poor boys. 

The Municipal Council, Chirala, has resolved to 
name a street in the Municipality as Rammohun VeetliL 
at the request of the Centenary Celei)ration Committee.. 

Ipuripalem. — On 26th and 27th September Ram- 
mohun Roy Centenary Celebrations were conducted 
here. On 26t]i at 4-30 a.m. Ushakirtan was held, 
and at 8 a.m. divine service was conducted by Sri U. 
Subbiah Garu in the Brahmopasana Mandir. At 5. p.m. 
a public meeting was held with Mr. S. Srinivasa Kao 
Gam, B.A., L.T., Head Master, Municipal High School,. 
Chirala, in the chair. Mr. Karyampudi Nagendrudu,, 
B.A. and Mr. Pendem Venkataramulu spoke on the life 
and teachings of Rammohun Roy. The President 
gave a complete' critical sketch of the Raja’s life. The 
meeting came to a close with thanks offered by the 
Secretary. On the 27th 8 a.m. a Nagarasankirtaii 
and at 3 p.m, a gathering of boys and girls took place. 
At 5 P.M. clothes and food were distributed among the 
poor of the village. » 

Ludhiana. — Under the auspices of the Students’' 
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Union, Government College, Ludhiana, a meeting 
was held on Saturday the 25th November in the 
College Hall to celebrate the Centenary of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy’s .death. Principal Hervey was in the 
chair. He called Rammohun one of the greatest men 
of the world, who laboured for the welfare of mankind' 
as a whole?. His work was not yet finished, and in 
fact Modem India was carrying out the plan which 
he drew up. It might take a hundred years or five 
Jiundred years to work out his programme. He dreamt 
of India as one nation, and there are signs that people 
are striving in that direction, and when India would! 
become uni((?d she w^ould become one of the greatest 
nations of the world. The greatness of the Raja 
could not be measured by the number of his followers. 
It would take many years more to form an accurate 
estimate of the contributions of Rammohun Roy to 
the building up of Indian Nationalism. 

The address of the evening was delivered by Prof. 
U. N. Ball of Lahore, who came down to Ludhiana 
at the special invitation of the Union. In his own 
time, said the speaker, Ramnioium was looked upon by 
observers of Indian social life as a great man. The 
great orientalist Horace Haynian Wilson said that he 
was no common man, and India might very well be 
proud of him. Eloquent tributes were paid to his 
memory by eminent scholars and thinkers, when the 
report of his death was received in 1833. He died in 
1833 at Bristol, and it was a matter of great pleasure 
that his Centenary was celebrated not only in all the 
important cities of India, but also in England and 
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America. Rainniohun was the pioneer of modern eduf 
cation, and it was but .proper that tributes should be 
paid to his memory in ' a Governnient College. The 
Raja pressed for the introduction of scientific education 
along the lines i of European Universities, and the letter 
'he'\trote to Lord Amherst was a i*eiiiarkable document 
-as doming ' from an Indian urging the necessity of 
modernism. 

Rammohun was a prophet of Modern India, and^ 
as, Miss Collet has said, ‘‘Rammohun presents a most 
diistructiv^! and inspiring study for the new India of 
Avhich he is the type and pioneer.^' India was pulsating 
*to-day with a consciousness of her greatness. But in 
the days of Rammohun, she was passing through dark 
clouds. The Moslem Rule had collapsed, and the 
British were still struggling for supremacy. In this 
period of transition Rammohun gave a turn to the 
life of his people. He desired his countrymen to set 
their own hous^ in order. Early in life he develoiied 
•theistic tendencies. He had suffered for his, con- 
victions, but throughout his life he remained true to 
:t;lie light he had received. He roused up his country- 
men from their traditional apathy, and prepared them 
'to take up thetr position among the nations of the world. 
He taught the first lessons of patriotism and public 
service. The cruel custom of the burning of Hindu 
widows was abolished mostly at his instance. He did 
♦not find rest .so long as he found that widows were 
dicing forcibly put to death in the name of custom. 

He protested Jigaiiist , the restrictions put upon the 
iliherty of the Press by the , Regulation issued by the 
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Acting* Governor-General Adiuii, and liia petition# 
against it was a remarkable document of human interest. 
Though the citizen of a subject country, he demanded 
the full rights of a free citizen. In his evidence before 
the Select Committee of the House of Commons ho 
urged for a number of reforms which would liave made 
India take her place among the other nations on a 
footing of equality. He suggested the settlement of 
well-to-do English landlords in India in the belief that 
they would improve the condition of the masses, and on 
the development of good relations between the landlords 
and the tenants they would press for constitutional 
progress for India. He had no inferioritj'' complex ii\ 
him. He believed that India could contribute to 
world culture, and she could also grow by taking lessons 
from others. We are in the midst of a woi^ld culture 
and we can ill-afford to stand aloof from world 
movements. Miss Collet said that he “led the way 
from the Orientalism of the past, not to but through 
Western culture, towards a civilization which was neither 
Western nor Eastern, but something vastly larger and 
nobler than both.^' The power that impelled him to 
undertake such tasks was Religion. Ramrnohun was 
a devout believer in God, who, he felt, inspired him 
with all noble impulses. His religion was all-comprehen- 
sive and he cherished deep respect for all dispensations 
and all teachers and prophets. He approached his God 
in the quietness of his heart, and showed his love 
towards Him by good works and philanthrophy. 

No man has done so much for the consolidation 
of national life in India as the Raja did by appeal- 
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ing to his country to give up idolatry and casto system, 
which, he believed divided the nation. If these were 
removed, most of the differences between different 
groups would disappear. His idea of unity was vividly 
expressed in the Brahmo Samaj where he invited all 
to worship one True God in a spirit of humility. Ram- 
mohun never preached his religion from the pulpit, 
but by quiet conversation and close reasoning he per- 
formed his work of enlightment. 

He was the forerunner of the New Age, an apostle 
of Modern Democracy. He wanted to bring about a 
reconciliation between the past and the present, and 
his eyes were beaming with hopes of a bright future. 

— The Tribune f Lahore. 

Mymensingh. — In connection with the celebration 
of the Rammohun Roy Centenary a very largely 
attended public meeting was held in the Town Hall at 
Mymensingh on S^'turday, the 18th November, 1933, 
over which Mr. Akshaykumar Majumdar, m.a., bl., 
presided. The meeting opened with an appropriate 
hymn of Rabindranath sung by Mr. Jatindranatli Das 
Gupta, M.A., this being followed by a prayer by Mr. 
Manoranjan Banerjea. Mr. Hiranmay Banerjea, 
M.A., I.C.8., Joint Magistrate, delivered a highly 

thought-provoking speech, dwelling in some detail on 
the many-sided life and epoch-making activities of the 
great Raja. Then came Swami Samvidananda of the 
local Ramakrishna Mission, who in course of his short 
speech made a happy reference to Swami Vivekananda’s 
appraisement of the Raja’s far-seeing genius and world- 
embracing ideals. Maulavi Abul Mansur, b.l., the 
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next speaker, gave to Raja Rammohun Roy a unique 
place among the religious thinkers of the world, and 
acknowledged him as the progenitor of the Indian 
Renaissance. He was succeeded by Mr. Manoranjan 
Banerjea who laid special stress on the real secret of the 
greatness of the Raja, and the abiding value of his 
contributions to the emergence of the highest type of 
manhood in the world. Professor Akshaykumar 
Banerjea, m.a., emphasised on the supreme desirability 
of the adoption and assimilation of the saving ideals 
of the Raja in the solution of many of the pressing 
problems of the present day. The learned chairman 
in his concluding remarks paid a glowing tribute tcv 
the Raja as the foremost man in many a field of human 
thought and activity. 

On Sunday, in the afternoon, before a gathering of 
ladies in the premises of the City Collegiate School, 
Mr. Krishna Kumar Mitra spoke in a most appeiding 
manner of the Raja’s many claims on the admiration 
and gratitude of his countrymen, pointing out in 
particular his services in the cause of Indian woman- 
hood, In the evening, in the Prayer Hall of the Brahmo 
Samaj, Mr. Mitra in course of his service delivered a 
most illuminating sermon on “The religious life of 
the Raja ” 

On Monday, in the evening, in the Bralimo Samaj 
Mandir Mr. Mitra delivered a most interesting and 
edifying speech lasting for over 2 hours, enumerating 
many forgotten but never-to-be-forgotten facts relating 
to the extra-ordinary life of the Raja. 

On Tuesday, the 21st November, a social gathering 
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was organised specially through the eflorts of Mr. 
Sudbindranath Chanda b.a*, Rathindranath Chanda^ 
Kshitishranjan Banerjea and Jyotishranjan Banerjea. 
The function was presided over by Mr. Krishna Kumar 
Mitra, who exhorted young men particularly to be 
worthy of the noble ideas of the Brahino Samaj and to^ 
deserve the hohoured privilege of being the descend- 
ants of Raja Rammohun Roy. The assembled guests 
were then treated to light refreshments. In the even- 
ing Mr. Mitra delivered a lecture on ^‘The drifting of 
the Bengali people to sure ruin/’ sounding a timely 
note of warning against the vicious influ(3nce8 of 
• corrupt literature, cinema shows and theatrical per- 
formances. 

Gauhati. — The Centenary of the death of Raja 
Rammohun Roy was celebrated at Gauhati (Assam), 
in the following maimer. On Wednesdays the 6th 
and 13th September, 1933, there were readings from 
the Works of Raja Rammohun Roy at the houses 
of Mr. S. C. Roy and Mr. J, Borooah respectively. 
The actual celebration began on Thursday the 14th 
September with a well attended meeting in the Curzom 
Hall, presided over by Mr. A. H. W. Bentinck, i.csi 
After a hymn and a short prayer, the presidential 
address followed. Among others the following made 
speeches: — Miss Datta, B.A., Mr. B. E. Bardalai, M.A., 
B.L., Mr. M. Khurshed, lc.s., Mr. Lalitchandra Nayak,, 
Mr. K. K. Bhattacharya, Mr. B. M. Sen, m.a., and* 
Rai Bahadur 8. N. Datta, b.a. On Saturday the 10th 
September at 4 p.m. a successful Ladies' Meting was 
held in the Curzon Hall, in which several ladies- 
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inclucling ’Mrs. J. C. Das took paVt. The third meet- 
ing of the celebration was held oil Thursday, the 2lsti 
September, in the Gurzon Hall with Mr; S. C. Roy in 
the chair. The subject for discussion was “Unity of 
Religions as conceived by the Raja/' The deliberations 
began with a choral hymn sung by the- ladies, followed 
by a short prayer by Mt. L. M. Das. The following 
among others were the chief speakers :~Rev. R. 
Long^ell, Mr. A. T. Chafcterjee, m.a., Mr. Wajid Alb 
H.L., Mf. B. B. Kakati m-A., Mr. F. Ahme(b> Bar-at-Law; 
and Sj. Padmadhar Chaliha. At the outset Mr. K. S. 
Ouha rehd a poem on the Raja. / On 27th Septem- 
ber, Wednesday, at 7-30 A.M. a special divine service wa» 
conducted by Principal S. C. Roy, , who also gave some 
readings from the Raja-s Works. HymnS' were sung 
by Mrs. S. G. Roy. . In the afternoon session, from 2 
0 F.M*, an. i address was given by Mr. K. KJ 
Bliattabharya, the first .As8ame.se; Brahmlo, on the. “Rajafs 
ideal! of Umversalisni realised! in^saii hllrround culture/^ 
He also' made referenoes. to the (Raja's, all-cdihprehen/ 
sii^eriess and genius. > The? i audience tvas ratlier /small/ 
duo* to^ tiie , AslitaniL Puja, . but mil who attended were 
eafnSeat, and the. function wftsi solemiOly and improssiycly 
ooadiictbil. r The. audieiicewias then jbhterfcai«ed /wi:th a. 
denaouBtration lof physictd deaU by a local club, whieJA 
vp.s highly appreciated. iThe *same evening: aC 6-30 jp:,Mn 

aud discoufso on Rainniohun: Royfiw^s cotuductH- 
ed by Rai Bahadur S. N. Datta, Assistaiut. Director. lift 
liand; Records. /■' 'j '■../ 

»>:! the ,th© ,, Banglya jSahitiya 

Kaisiislmd the PrabasiiOhliatca Sam4nilimi;.6f GLauhiiti 

18 
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also celebrated the Centenary in the local Arya Naty a 
Samaj Hall on the 19th Sept. 1933 at 6 p.m. under 
thf presidency of Babu Bamada Chamn Banerjee, m.a,, 
Head Master, Collegiate School. A song specially 
composed for the occasion was sung by Miss Sen. 
Poems were read by Babus Kaniakhya Sankar Guha 
and Birendra Chowdhury. Babus Satya Bhushan Sen 
and Gourmohan Das read interesting papers dealing 
with the various aspects of the Raja’s life and his 
;q!iany-sided contributions to the making of Modern 
India, 

Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra paid a visit to Gauhatt, 
and gave addresses on the life and Nvork of Raja Rani- 
mohun Roy in connection with the Centenary Uteava. 
His lecture on the "Ideal of Moral and Religious Life” 
before the "Cotton College Moral and Religious 
Society*’ on the 16th November at 5 p.m. in the College 
Hall upheld the Raja’s ideal of universalism. In his 
sermon after the Divine Service conducted in the local 
Brahmo Samaj at 6-30 p.m. on the same day, he dealt 
with the spiritual resourcefulness of the religion of the 
Bitahmo Samaj. On the 1 7th November he delivered 
a lecture in the Curzon Hall at 6*80 p.m. on the Life 
and activities of Raja Rainmohun Boy. The Brahmos 
and oUier members of the Gauliati public were im^- 
mensely benefited by the elevating and inspiring' 
presence of this revered octogenarian leader of the 
Brahmo Samaj. 

Dhanvar* — Under the auspices of the Debating 
Union of the Karnatak College, Dharwar, a nteetitig to 
celebrate the Centenary of the deatii of Baja Bammohun 
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Roy was held on the 26th September 1938 under the 
presidentship of Principal A. C. Farran. The meeting 
was addressed by Prof. N. S. Takakhav, Dr. V. G. Bhat, 
and Mr. T. Reuben. 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. Calcutta. —The pre- 
paratory meetings for, and the celebration of, the 
Rammohun Roy Centenary took place in the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj, Calcutta, according to the following 
programme. 

There were five preliminary meetings on Saturdays, 
viz. on the 26th August, and the 2nd, 9th, 16th and 
23rd September 1933, respectively. On 26th August Prcrf. 
Dhirendranath Chowdhury Vedantavagis, m.a., delivered 
a lecture on The Religion founded by the Raja. He 
pointe<l out clearly how Indian religious life and thought 
had deviated, for about 2500 years since the foundation 
of Buddhism, from the path traced by the Rishis of the 
Vedas and Upanishads, and how the Raja had redis- 
covered the true religion of the Hindus, and how it 
might one day come to be the Universal Religion of 
humanity. On 2nd September, Prof. Rajani Kanta 
Guha, M. A., delivered a lecture on The Influence and 
xmrk of the Raja in building the Indian Nation, 
On 9th September, Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra, b. a., 
delivered a lecture on The Social and other reforms 
inaugurated by the Raja, On 16th September Dr- 
Himlal Haidar, m.a.,ph.d., delivered a lecture in English 
on The Universal Religion of the Raja, On 
28rd September, the late lamented Mrs. Kamini Roy, B.A., 
presided over a meeting in which Miss Jyotirmayi 
Bt4A«, and Mrs. Kumudini Bose, Sar^swati, b.a., 
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spoke on T/ie Woi'k of the Raja for the amelioration 
of the condition of Hindu women. 

On 17fch Septeml>er, Sunday, the evening: service was 
conducted by Pandit Dhirendraimth Chowdhury Vedan- 
tavagis, m.a., who preached a sermon oh The Religions 
Sadhana of the Raja, who performed the difficult 
vrata of Purascharana 22 times. On 24th . Septem- 
ber, Sunday,' the morning service was conducted by 
Baba Srischandra Ray, Vedantabhushan, b. A., who 
preached a sermon on The Religion of the Raja. In 
the evening the service was conducted by Babu Rajani- 
Kanta Guha, m.a., who preached a sermon on Raja 
Rammohun and Brahma-Upasana. On 25th Septem- 
ber, Monday, the morning service was conducted by Mrs. 
Avanti Bhattacharya for ladies. In the evening Prof. 
Dhirendrana'th Chowdhury, Vedanta vagi s, m.a,, deliver- 
exi a lecture oh Rammohun the Pioneer and Prophet 
of the New Bra. 

On 26th September Pandit Sitanath Tattvabhur 
shan conducted the morning service in English, 
and preached a sermon on the Methods of the Rajas 
religious sadhana. In the eveniiig Babu Krishna 
Kumar Mitra, b.a., delivered a lecture on The Raja's 
services to Indian with special reference to thp Bengali 
language, and to other reforms. 

On the 27th September, the main day of the cele- 
brations, divine was conducted in the Samaj' Mandir at 
7 A. M. by Babu Satis Chandra Chakravarti, who 
preached a sermon on The Greatness of the Rajt^ 'ctfi. 
a Man. 

*At 9 A.M., there was a united servicje.at the RarpK 
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mohun Roy Library Hall in which members of the 
three Samajes took part. A Memorial Meeting was held 
un the 'evening at the same place, over which Sir P C. 
Koy presided. Reports of these have, been given on 
the 1st and subsequent pages of this book. 

On the 26th there was divine service in the Mandir 
ill the morning and evening. Babu Pratul Chandra Som 
and Babu Bhabasindhu Datta respectively conducted 
the services, and spoke on the various aspects of the 
Raja’s religious teachings. 

Hyderabad (Sindh). — The Centenary of the death 
of the Raja was celebrated by the Hyderabad (Sindh) 
Navavidhan Brahmo Samaj on 27th September 1933 
by a special tipasmia in the Mandir in the morning. 
Rai Bahadur Diwan Pribhdas, Manager. Nava Vidyalaya 
High School, conducted the service, and spoke on the 
life and work of the Raja. The meeting was attended 
by about 1 50 men and women. 

At noon about 400 persons of all creeds and castes 
participated in a Pritihhojan, 

A public meeting was held in the Mandir in the 
evening. R. B. Diwan Tagahsingh Ailmal, an enthu- 
siastic sympathiser of the Samaj, and retired Collector, 
presided. Dr. Clioithram, the local Congress leader, 
in course of his speech said that he had studied the life 
and work of Raja Rammohun Roy only recently, and 
he wondered how the Raja could be in advance of his 
times by nearly a century. Mr. Santdas Mangharam, 
a leading lawyer, and President of the local Theosophi- 
«cal Society, said that the Raja was a pioneer of all 
.religious, social, educational and political reform. Mr. 
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Fatehchand Menghra 3 ,\a leading member of the Gur 
Sangat, spoke of his monotheism, and Diwan Pribhdaa 
traced the history of the Brahmo Samaj. Miss Thakuri 
Lakhani, m.a., spoke of his work for women. Never in 
the history of the Samaj were such glowing tributes 
paid to the memory of the Founder of the Samaj, as in 
this year. The meeting was attended by about 500 men 
and women, and terminated with a beautiful hymn by 
the girls of the Nava Kanya Vidyalaya led by Miss 
Hardevi Gurbaxani. 

Under the auspices of the Rammohun C’entenary 
Committee, a Youth SoctAL Conference was held in the , 
Bi;ahma Mandir from IGth to 19th October. About 050 
young persons enrolled themselves as delegates of the 
Conference. The number included more than 200 lady 
members. Mr. Hiranand Karamchand, b.a., editor of 
the Unnati, and a leading social and political worker, 
presided. 

A varied and interesting programme was gom^ 
througli. Speeches and Resolutions advocating social 
reform in all its phases were made. The following was 
one of the Resolutions : — 

“This Conference sends its greetings to the Ram- 
mohun Roy Centenary Celebration Committee formed 
under the presidentship of Dr. Tagore, and hopes that 
their efforts in connection with social reform will be 
crowned with success.” 

The Nava Kanya Vidyalaya is a High Schoob 
for girls, managed by the Brahmo Samaj. The stu- 
dents are given religious and moral instruction daily 
after prayer for 15 minutes. During this period the 
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biography of Raja Rammohun Roy written by ProR 
N. D. Gurbaxani, m.a. was taught to the students of 
all classes during the months of August and Septem- 
ber. All classes were examined, and the first two girls 
were selected from each class, and a joint competitive 
examination was held for these selected girls. Prizes 
were given to all winners. 

The students organized sports in connection with 
the Centenary, and prizes were given to many girls. 
There were about 15 items, and the finals were very 
interesting. Girls of all classes took very keep 
interest in the sports. 

The students joined and imrticipated in all the 
Centenary functions organized by the local Brahmo 
Samaj and the Youth Conference, and led the singing 
in all functions. 

On the 9th of December, the students of the Nava 
Kanya Vidyalaya organized a variety entertainment 
in the Capital Cinema. The main item of the pro- 
gramme was the staging of a new play “Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy” written in Sindhi by Prof. N. D. Gur- 
baxani. It was a fine piece consisting of four scenes, 
and made a great impression on the spectators. About 
500 ladies attended the show. Miss Sita Ramchand 
Mirchandani, an ex-student of the college, who took 
the role of Rammohun, was wonderfully successful ih 
playing her part. The parts played by Hassi Ram- 
chandani, Hardevi Gurbaxani, Puili Shivdasani^ 
Sakhi, Bhagwanti Makhijani, Miss Chainani, Kalu, 
the beautiful singing of small girls, and the Amf/ sung 
by the followers of all religions during the course of 
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the last scene of. Rammohbn Roy,” 'were very 

well appreciated,' It is proposed to repeat this play 
again. , ; • , ^ i 

The main organizer, of all the activities in connec- 
tion with the Centenary celebrations at Hyderabad 
{Sindh) was Prof. N. D, Gurbaxani,: m.a., who wrote a 
short biographical sketch of the Raja for the occasion. 
It was printed and distributed free all over Sindh. It 
consists of 32 pages. The Slfid Observer, the leading 
daily of Sindh, published a very interesting and instruc- 
tive special issue of the paper on the 27th of Septem- 
ber. Copies of this paper were distributed free all 
over Sindh, and its regular subscribers also were sent 

r 

the issue. 

Prizes of Rs. 15, 7 and 5 were offered for the best 
essays on ‘‘Raja Ramraohun Roy, his life and work,” 
and more than 30 persons competed. 

Never in the last 60 years of the existence of the 
Brahmo Samaj in Sindh, was the life and work of 
Raja Rammohun Roy made known so widely to men, 
women and children as in this year of grace. — (The 
Navavidhan, Calcutta.) 

Patna. — Under the auspices of the Bihar Rain- 
jnohun Roy Centenary Committee the citizens of Patna 
with representatives from different parts of Bihar and 
Orissa celebrated the Rammohun Roy Centenary on 
21st and 22nd November 1933 in the B. N. College 
Hall before a large and distinguished gathering presided 
•over by Dr. Sir Syed Sultan Ahmed, kt., b.l. 

The first day’s proceedings opened with the hymn 
and “Wl ^ sung in chorus. 
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'followed by a prayer led by Sj: Sris Cli. Ohakravarti, 
Head Master, lianimdhun Roy Seminary. 

Paying his tribute to the memory, of the' Ra^BT, the 
.President rea(l his .address dwelling on the all-round 
greatnes.ij of the great Prophet of the Age. He said 
-that “truly he was the first great nation-builder of 
Modern India, and was the foremost to have swum 
across the perplexed currents of her modern problems. 
With unfailing insight he realised that India grievously 
needed to be brought in touch witli the world-forces 
' of culture and civilisation”. 

Sir Courtney Terrel, kt., Chief Justice, Patna High 
Court, spoke at length on ^‘Rammohun and modern 
education.” 

Dr. S. C. Sarkar, m.a., d. read a most interest- 

ing paper on “Rammohun, the Herald of the New 
Age”, in wliich he said that a century ago the Raja 
thought out and worked on ideas and principles that 
have not yet been fully realised in India and in the 
world at large. If not for anything else, at least for 
hitting so early upon the two great truths of synthesis 
of culture and multiple personal exj)erience, Rammohun 
deserved to be called the “Path-finder of our age”. 

Prof. Khnrgasinha Ghosh of Hazaribagh, Mr. 
6. M, Hafeez, M,L.c., and Rev. R. Lund next spoke on 
^‘Rammohun and Vedanta”, “Rammohun and Islam”, 
and “Rammohun and Jesus” respectively. 

The first day's proceedings closed with the hymns 
^ — the Raja's favourite hymn 

from the “Mahanirvana Tahtra.” 
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The second day’s proceedings commenced with the 
song % ^ ^ ^ sung in chorus. 

Mrs. A. T. Sen, reading a paper on ‘^‘Rammohun and 
abolition of the Sutee\ said among other things that the 
Raja felt that “it was his sacred duty to enlighten the 
mothers ; for a mother’s face was the first lesson of a 
child.” She also said that all other reformers had but 
followed in his footsteps. 

Srijuktfi Sudh^kana Chakravarti, speaking on 
“Rammohun as Champion of Women’s Rights”, said 
that the Raja was not only the saviour of the Indian 
widows, but was the pioneer in the field of battle for 
the cause of Indian women in all those aspects which 
are now being fought for. The most dominating idea 
of the Raja in all his diverse activities and reforms 
lay, she said, in his realisation and his teaching that 
only a true (that is, a man and a woman 

united together through pure ‘Brahmopasana’i could 
attain the highest spiritual perfection, and avoid 
social disruption though giving woman freedom and 
equal rights with man. 

Prof. B. B. Majurndar, M.A., p.k.s , speaking on 
“The political ideas of the Raja”, said that he was 
indirectly the founder of the Indian National Congress. 
It was he who was the first to discover the line of 
demarkation between Law and Morality, and he was 
the first to make a compromise between historical and 
analytical jurisprudence. 

Mr. Nageswar Prasad m.a., b.l , said that the Raja 
realised that nothing but social progress could improve 
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the political and so(3ial condition of a country. He 
was practically the originator of all reforms. 

Dr. Gyan Chand said that two ideas in economics, 
viz. taxation of luxury and reduction of land revenue, 
were first conceived by Rammohiin. 

Prof. Niranjan Niyogi of Cuttack, speaking on 
“The Raja as an Educationist’^ depicted Rammohun 
in a most charming manner as a torch-bearer in whose 
wake came the great reformers Maharshi Debendranath, 
Brahmananda Tveshub Chundor, and Pandit Iswar 
chandra Vidyasagar. 

Principal K. P. Mitra of Monghyr, speaking on 
“The Raja’s contributions to Bengali literature”, showed 
that he was tin' first to compile a Bengali Grammar on 
a scientific ])asis. 

Other speakers also paid homages to the memory of 
the great prophet. 

The latter part of the meeting was presided over by 
the Hon’ble ^Ir. Justice Khwaja Muhammad Noor, 
Vice-Chancellor, Patna University, who in his conclud- 
ing speech said enthusiastically that it was the sacred 
duty of IMuslims to revere the memory of the Raja, for 
his teachings were influenced 1)}% and had much in 
common with, the Islamic culture. 

The function came to a close with the song 
sung in chorus. 

A booklet on ‘‘the Life and Works of Raja Ram- 
niohun Roy” with a tricolour portrait, specitdly pub- 
lished on this occasion by the Bihar Rammohun Roy 
Centenary Committee, was freely distributed to those 
present on both the days. 
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Cuttack. — The Utkal Brahhio Samaj organised the 
celebration of the Ranimohun Centenary at Cuttack 
on the 30th November 1933 and the two following days. 
It was celebrated amidst great pomp and eclat • A 
beautifully decorated, pavilion covered with a canopy 
was erected just in front of the Samaj Hall. The func- 
tions began precisely at 6-15 p. m. About a thousand 
gentlemen and 200 ladies, representing Samajists and 
visitors, attended the meeting. After a preliminary 
opening song by ladies, Sjt. Visvanath Kar offered a 
prayer, and introduced the speaker of the day, Dr. 
-Dwijendra Nath Maitra of the Bengal Social Service 
Jjeague, who described a few important events of the 
life of Raja Rammohun with the help of a Magic 
Lantern. The eloquence of Dr. Maitra was so splendid 
that the audience heard his lecture with rapt attention 
for about t\Vo hours. He left for Calcuttii the same 
night. The next day the number of those present was 
even greater than on the previous day. After an open- 
ing song, Sjt. Visvanath Kar read out a Universal Pray- 
er, and then proposed Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee, the 
celebrated Editor of the Modern Review to the chair, 
with a few introductory remarks. After a preliminary 
speech by the President, a number of local gentlemen 
delivered speeches on Raja Rammohun and his multi- 
sided activities in different spheres of life. The most 
notable among the day’s speakers was Dr, Bheshagiri 
Rao M.A,, of the Andhra University. He gAve 

a lucid delineation of the spiritual aspects of the Raja’s 
Jife. All the speeches of this day were clear and learned 
as well as interesting to the amlience. Perfect pin-drop 
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silence prevailed throughout the meeting. After a brief 
concluding speecli by the President, the function closed 
for the day. 

The third and last day’s proceedin<j;s were held 
under a h\g canopy, Sjt. Chatterjee presiding. The 
attendance was so large that many ])eople stood outside 
the canopy in the pinching cold. After the usual open- 
iiig song and an introductory prayer by Sjt. Visvanath 
Kar, the Pre^sident distributed prizes to the boy and girl 
essayists on Raja Raniinohun’s life and work. It is a 
notable fact that among the competitors the number 
of girls was greater. Altogether 4 prizes, two of Rs. 
If)/- and two of Rs. 10/-, were awarded among the boy 
and girl competitors. Next, Sriinati Suprabha Devi, 
u. A., read out an essay on the Raja’s life and vjaried 
activities, specially emphasising his incomparable services 
for women. Then followed a lucid and sweet speech 
from Professor Niranjan Niyogi of, the Ravenshaw 
College, CutOick. Following him, rose the President 
amidst the cheers and acclamation of tlio vast audience. 
The speech of Srijut Chatterjee, lasting for about an 
hour and a half, was exhaustive, thoughtful, and interes- 
ting. It showed what a deep love and reverence he bore 
towards the Raja, the gifted seer and prophet of Modern 
India. Raniananda Bahu carried the whole audience 
with him for the entire span of his lecture. Sjt. 
Visvanath Kar then thanked Ramananda Bahu 
for honouring the Utkal . public by coming down so 
far, and also thanked those ladies and gentlemen 
but for whose help, sympathy and co-operation, 
the xelehration could not. have been such a wonderful 
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success. The meeting then terminated with a closing 
song by ladies. 

At G p. M. on Sunday, the 3rd DecemW 1933, 
Rainananda Babu conducted Divine Service and 
preached an impressive sermon on the spiritual aspect 
of the Raja’s life. Besides the Brahmos, about 300 
ladies and gentlemen attended the service. 

Ahmedabad. — The Centenary of the death of 
Raja Rammohun Roy was observeil by the Ahmedabad 
Prarthana Samaj, which organised a public meeting in 
its Mandir on 27th September 1933. Mr. Satya Vrata 
Mukerjee, Sar-suba of Baroda State, gave a very in- 
structive and illuminating address on tlie life and 
activities of the great reformer. 

Bally (Bengal). — A very largely attended meeting 
was held at the ‘^Saraswati Pathagar’^ of Bally on the 
27th September 1933 to celebrate the Centenary of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy. Sjt Girija Prasanna 
Roy, B. L., Honorary Magistrate, and Advocate, Calcutta 
High Court, presided. The proceedings commenced 
with the unveiling and garlanding by the chairman of 
a portrait of Rammohun Roy, which was placed in the 
Hall. Sjt. Narendra Nath Mukherji m.a , b. l., Secre- 
tary of the “Pathagar” delivered an interesting address. 
Sjt Pulin Bihari Banerji, Treasurer of the ‘Tathagar” 
read a poem written by himself for the occasion. After 
this, several citizens of Bally, among whom were Sjte. 
Shyama Pada Chatterji, Jibaii Krishna Mukherji, 
Manidra Nath Sinha, Narendra Nath Ray Bhiehag* 
acharya, Durga Pada Chatterji, b. sc., and the 
chairman, spoke on the life, and work of the 3ajA. A 
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atotra was recited, all standing, and a hymn was sung 
by Sm. Ashalata Ghosh, after which the meeting 
terminated. It was attended by almost all tlie 
influential gentlemen of the place. 

Wardha (C. P.) — A public meeting under the 
presidentship of lliii Bahadur K. S. Nayudu was hehl 
on 2l8t December 1933, at? P.M., in the District Council 
Hall, Wardha, at which Mr. V^ithal Ramji Shinde 
delivered a speech on '‘The Centenary of Raja Ram- 
inohun Roy”. First the President introduced ^Mr. 
Shinde as one of the greatest social reformers that th(? 
^laharashtra ever produced. For 30 years, he had been 
doing the work of removing untouchability front 
Hinduism, and it was he who, after Mahatma Phule, 
realised that political freedom without social equality 
would be fruitless. Mr. Shinde, during the course of 
his much appreciated, balanced, and learned speech, said 
that he stood before the audience that day not as a 
Missionary of the Brahmo Samaj, which was started by 
Raja Rammohun Roy in the year 1828, but to draw 
the picture of the Raja’s great work as a whole. The 
Raja is acknowledged on all liande to be the Father 
of Modern India. Hence, the present Centenary cele- 
bmtions have a particular bearing on the present times. 
The present awakening in India can be clearly traced 
! to the Raja’s efforts in all branches of National activities 
in India. In tracing the background of his biography, 
Mr. Shinde alluded to the situation of India at the 
. time of die birth of the Raja, namely, 1772. The Moghul 
Empire had been practically dissolved, Maratha Power was 
declining, and tlie present Imperial System had not yet 
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coriR? iiifco'exi'^tence. The Eust India Coilipaily had 
secured powers of the Dewari of Beng^al. Thus practi- 
cally the political conditioh in India was chaotic. 
There was g^reat social degradation. It is sometimes 
mistakenly supposed that the Raja’s work was the 
outcome of the clash of the Western civilisation with 
Eastern life. But, really speak ing^,, it was the Raja who 
helped the advamt of Western culture in India, but 
was not himself a creature of it Before the question 
as to what system of education should be if Produced 
in India arose, and was finally decided by Lord 
J^Iacaulay in favour of En^lisli as the medium of 
education, it was the Raja who insisted on Eng^lish' 
being made the medium, rather than Sanskrit. The 
Raja’s^ was a versatile genius. Social, educational, 
political and religious reforms were initiated by him 
with equal zeal and efficiency under great .6ppositiOn; 
{A:B. Patriha,; (hleidta^ : . i * : 

Kakina (Bengal), Seco'nd Meetingi — The second 
meeting of the Centenary was held on ^i23rd December 
1933. It began with a short prayer by '8jt. Lalitmohan 
Sen. Babu Kali Kanta Biswas,* an ohi antiqnariaii 
from Dinajpore and Rev. Mahesh Chandra Chakrabarti,' 
addressed the rneetirig, which ^ras fairly attendeil by 
ladies and gentlemen. The meeting separated With A 
vote of thanks by Babu vSukhamay' Das (Tupta, m. a. 

Prayer meetings were held every morning in the 
Brahma Mandir during the Christmas holidays, and 
all associated themselves with the homage that waS- 
being paid to tlie great Raja' At Calcutta. • 

Ultadan^ (Calcutta) . — The Ultadang^a .Brahmo - 
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Sanijij colebratod tlio Raninioluin CJentcnary on Decem- 
ber 24 (h and 25th, 1933. In tlie early morning of the 
Sith, a Sankirtan party proceeded through the principal 
streets of Ultadanga. At 9-30 A. ^r. 8jt. Kamakhya 
Nath Jhinerje(i conducted divine service in the local 
Pray(‘r Hall. Pandd (lirija Kanta Gosvvaini then 
ex]>ound(Hl U^xts from tin* ITpanishads. In the evening, 
Pandit Dhirendra Nath Chaudhuri, h. a., delivtjred an 
impressive lecdure on Raja Rammohim^ the Malcer 
of Modoii India^ laying sjK'cial stn'ss on the practical 
a})pli(5atiou of Vedanta in our domestic lif(?. On the 
2501, Pandit Siiresh (diandra Sankhya-vedanta-tirtlnv 
conducted the morning service. In tin* evening Pair- 
(lit Sarada Prasanna Veda-sastri d(*livered a lantern 
lectun^ on Rammohun Key. 

Gorakhpur (II. P.). — The Rainrnohun Centenary 
was observed at Gorakhpur on the 28th and 31st 
December 1933. On the first day, the meeting was 
held at the St. Andrew’s College Hall in connection 
with the Eleventh Session of the Bangiya Sahitya 
Saminclan, where delegates from different parts of 
India jiarticifiated. On the second day the Gorakh- 
])ur public celebrated the Centenary at the local Town 
Hall. On both the occasions Sjt. Ramananda 
Chatterjee, Editor of the “iVlodern Review”, presided. 
The following is a summary of the speech of Mr. 
Kali Prasanna Biswas at the Town Hall meeting, as 
given in the Message of Gorakhpur, of which he is 
the editor : — 

Raja Rammohun Roy, whose Centenary we are 
celebrating, was a born universalist. Pie conceived 

19 
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the idea of oneness of the Godhead at a very early 
stage of his life. Therefore, being unable to be 
satisfied with the cult of exclusiveness among the 
children of the same one God in the matter of 
religion, and in order to strengthen his view-points, 
he made a careful study of all the principal 
religious scriptures, including those of his own, and, 
to his great surprise,, found that the fundamental 
principles of all religions were the same. Being 
fore-armed with invincible and conclusi\'e proofs of 
this, he launched his propaganda with all the 
vehemence he could command, culminating in the 
.establishment of the first Theistic Church of India. 
How broad and universal was his outlook will be 
evident from a perusal of the Trust Deed of his 
Church. 

From this masterly and carefully thought out 
document it will be quite evident that far from 
creating a separate and new and excliisivist religion, 
his real and primary object was to provide a common 
platform for men of all religions, and to bring to- 
gether all worshippers of God, and knit them together 
in a bond of brotherhood and fellowship. His 
intention was not to demolish any of the existing 
religions, but to reform and remodel them on a 
universal basis, and to build up with the existing 
essential materials of all religions a fine and beautiful, 
high and lofty, edifice of unity and brotherhood, a 
common temple for all children of the Almighty 
Father, the sole Creator of this vast Universe. He 
is therefore called the Father of the new spirit of 
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Universalism, which is now so much in evidence in 
India and countries abroad. The various liberal 
religious sects and communities that have sprung up 
since his time certainly owe their origin to the Raja. 

lie was a great social reformer. l]ut social 
service was only a part of his religion. The abolition 
of the most inhuman practice of burning alive 
widows on the funeral pyres of their husbands, 
commonly known as the Suttee, was the crowning 
success of his reform movement, which has immortal- 
ised his name, and which, although strongly resented 
at the time, has been appreciated by later genera-, 
tions. 

He sternly set his face against polygamy, so much 
so that in order to set an example to others, “he 
inserted a clause in his will disinheriting any son 
or more remote descendant who had more than one 
wife at tlie same time.” 

He w^as a great lover of education, and he strongly 
felt tliat without the spread of education throughout 
his country, the regeneration of his motherland would 
remain remote. Mr. Amal Home, Editor of the 
Publicity Booklet No. 1 published by the Centenary 
Committee of Calcutta, writes,-— 

“Rammohun not only 'saw the future’ as it 
would inevitably be as a result of India’s contacts 
and conflicts with modern European thought through 
British rule, but applied himself to lay the foundation 
upon which Modern India must be built to meet the 
reejuirements of the new conditions towards which 
•the country was consciously or unconsciously moving. 
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Few people of his generation, if indeed any, could 
clainiu#a hlWe appreciative estimate of the cultural 
value of Sanskrit and Arabic education. But not- 
withstanding the invaluable treasures of these two 
literatures, the Raja felt that they were not inspired 
by the modern ideal, nor suited to the requirements 
of the modern age. The Raja saw that what was 
absolutely needed in India then, was a knowledge 
of the objective sciences that had attained the highest 
degree of }:)erfection among the nations of Europe. 
He wanted a Renaissance in India, which would do 
for the Indian people and Indian culture what the 
Revival of Eearning had done in hlurope. This was 
the motive underlying his letter to Lord y\mherst, 
and it was with this object that the Raja joined 
hands with David Hare and others in founding the 
Hindu College.” 

Besides this, Raja Rammohun established an 
English School of his own for the free instruction of 
Hindu boys at his own exj)cnse. The celebrated 
Maliarshi 1 )ebendranath, father of the ]*oet Rabindra- 
natli, and Bhudeb Mukerjce, and many other Indians 
of light and fame were students of his school. 

Tims, Raja Rammohun was tlie pioneer of 
English education in India. And this education 
gave birth to Indian Nationalism. Therefore he 
may fitly be called the inspirer and forerunner of 
Indian Nationalism. 

He was also the first linguist of India. He knew 
about ten languages. Besides Bengali, his mother 
tongue, and Sanskrit, the Hindu classical language, 
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he studied Arabic, Persian, Hindustani* English, 
Hebrew, Greek, Latin and French, and this 
helped him a good deal towards the fiiHilinent of 
his mission. 

He was a great patriot and lover ot freedom and 
liberty. ‘^So great was his love of liberty that he 
followed with intense interest the course of the 
French Revolution, and is said to have given a 
public dinner in the Town Hall of Calcutta as a mark 
of his joy at the establishment of constitutional 
government in Spain.” 

He was a great worker in the cause of female 
emancipation. He had high regard for womenfolk, 
and he always strongly pleaded for their educational 
and social uplift. His legal acumen was also no 
less remarkable. 

Such was the great Indian, who through 
circumstances laid down his bones in a foreign 
land a hundred 3 /ears ago, Avhom we are offering 
our most respectful homage today. In doing honour 
to the Raja the people of India are really honouring 
themselves. May God bless the soul of this illustrious 
and immortal son of our Motherland. 

Surla (Dist. Ganjam). — Further details about 
the echibrations ladd by the Brahino Saniaj, Surla, on 
27th September 1933, of which a bare mention was 
made on an earlier page, are added here. A meeting 
was held in the Brahma Vidyalaya Hall with Sjt. 
Jayamangal Rath in the chair. Ho called the Raja 
one of the greatest men of the world, who laboured for 
the welfare? of mankind as a Avliole. The Raja’s message 
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WJis one that would appeal to every community and 
every jwovince, and to men and women alike. The 
speaker appealed to (lie Panchayatdars to devise means 
for i)erpetuating- the Raja’s memory. It is gratifying 
to note that the Panehayatdars have, in a meeting oi 
the l^anchayat Board, resolved to name the newly cons- 
tructed Street in front of the Brahma Yidyalaya as 
“Rainmohun Street”, and a road running from the said 
Street to tlie a])aiidoned Salt Factory as “Rammohun 
Roy Road”. A portrait of the Raja was also placed 
in the Office of the Panchayat Boanl. 

Aska(Di8t. Ganjam). — In connection with the 
Centenary of the death of Rnja Rammohun Roy, a 
public meeting was held in tiui local Town Hall on 
27th September 1933 at 5-30 p.m. under tlu^ pn^siihmcy 
of Sriman Narasinha Padliy Mahasaya, m.a., l.t., when 
a i)ortrait of tlu* Raja was presented to the Towji Hall 
by the local Celebration Committee. A paper was 
read by ]\Ir. Ko])aragam Ramamurti Pantulu, wlio iri 
the course of his address observed : ^‘The Raja’s exalted 
gejiius, his varied learning, his indomitable courage., 
ijulependence and love of liberty, his all-embracing 
catholicity, lu's farsigdited patriotism, his religious fer- 
vour, his exquisite chivalry towards tln^ weaker sox and 
oppressed Jiations, his intense z(‘al for tlie social, edu- 
cational and political elevation and liappiness of his 
people, his indefatigable labours in the cause of hu- 
manity, — all tliese may well be the theme of poets, 
philosophers and liistorians. But we, who have gathered 
here for a short while to pay homage to the great de- 
parted soul, cannot afford to dwell at length on each 
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of the qualities separately. We must seek and ^?et at 
the supreme key-note to his life’s harmony, the one 
virtue which must have been the source of all other 
virtues of that great man. To my humble thinking, 
the mother-virtue whicri gave birth to the all-round 
greatness of Rammohuii Roy was undoubtedly his culti-" 
vation of what may be called a conscientious con- 
science. This highly developed, extraordinarily sen- 
sitive, and powerful conscience reacted on Ramniohun 
Roy in two ways. It drove him, first, to an unwearied 
searcii after truth at all costs. It drove him, next, 
to live up to that truth at all costs.’’ After some 
more speeclies were made by some of those present, 
the Rresident clostid the meeting with a few obser- 
vations on the greatness of Rammohun Roy and the 
times during which he lived. 

Comilla. — On the requisition of Prof. Dwija 
Das Datta, M.A., a.h.a.c., Rai Bahadur Radha Kanta 
Aich, B.L., Vakil, Mr. Rajani Nath Nandy, B.L., M.R. 
A.S., Pleader, Rai Bahadur Bhudhar Das, B.L., Govt. 
Pleader, Rai liahadur Suresh Chandra Sinha, M.A., 
retired Dy. Magistrate, Rai Bahadur Upendra 
Mohan Mitra, M.A., b.l., Pleader, Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Datta, B.L. (ex-M.L.C.), Advocate, Mr. Radha 
Govinda Nath, M.A., Principal, Victoria College, 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, B.L., Pleader, Mr. 
Ramani Mohan Datta, m.a., b.l., Pleader, Mr. 

Sarat Chandra Bhaumik, Pleader, Mr. Abani Mohan 
Ghose, B.L., Pleader, a meeting was held on the 
19th November 1933, at the Tripura Brahmo Samaj 
Hall to pay homage to the memory of the Raja. 
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Representatives of all sections of the Hindu and 
Muhammadan communities attended. Mr. Prakash 
Chandra Sinha, retired Dy. Magistrate, a venerable 
old man of the town, and a great admirer of the 
Raja, was voted to the chair. Prof. Ajit Nath 
Nandy, M.A., Rai Bahadur Suresh Chandra Sinha, 
M.A., Babus Dhirendra Nath Datta, ILL., Basanta 
K. Majumdar, Nibaran Chandra Ghose, ILL., Maulavi 
Subed A]i, b.a., Prof. Nirmal Chandra Chaudhury, 
IM.A., and a young Muhammadan student of the 
College addressed the meeting. All the speeches 
were very impressive, and with one voice acknow- 
ledged the Raja as the pioneer of all movements, 
religious, social, moral, educational, and political, 
for the advancement of India. 

The salvation of India lies in following the foot- 
steps of the Raja. He has been rightly described 
as the “Father of Modern India.” A European 
missionary of great eminence has said, “There can 
be little doubt that as events unfold themselves in 
this land, and as the direction of its spiritual deve- 
lopment is discerned, it will be increasingly apparent 
that Raja Rammohun Roy was the herald of a new 
age for his people, and that he kindled a fire in India 
that shall never be quenched.” 

A very large number of ladies attended the 
meeting. Among the gentlemen present, besides 
the conveners and the speakers, were Sjts. Braja 
Bandhu Bhaumik, Anath Bandhu Roy, Anadi 
Sarkar, M.A., b.L., Kamini Kumar Datta, B.L., Kshiti 
Mohan Das Gupta, M.A., Sudhir Kumar Sen, m.a., 
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Bibhii Ranjan Guha, M.A., Rasamaya Roy, B.L., 
Satyendra Nath Sen, B.E., Susil Kumar Chakravarti, 
M.A., B.L., Paresh Nath Sen of Calcutta, Akshay 
Kumar Sen, Basanta Kumar Kar, b.a., Pandit 
Maliesh Chandra Gupta, Ilarendra Nath Chowdhury, 
M.A., B.L., Bhupendra Nath Dhar, B.L., and a large 
number of Muhammadan gentlemen and students. 

Jubbulpore. — At the instaneci of Beohar Rajendra 
Singh, Mr. Narcndranath Dutt, Dr. Surescdumdra Sen, 
ainl Rai Bahadur Gaurikanta Roy, a public meeting 
in connection with the (km tenary of Raja Raminohun 
was conyeiKMl in th(‘ old Town Hall on the dlst Decein- 
])er 19:dd at t). r. m .. Khan Ikihadur Zakir Ali, i. s. o., 
retired D(‘])uty Coininissioiua', a eulturi^l Muslini gentle- 
man, presided. Though the dahi (which the conveners 
desired to he as close as possil)lc to that of the Calcutta 
Celebrations) and llie hour (0 r. m.) which was the 
time for iMuhammadans to break their Ramzan fast, 
were inconvenient, and there weni otlua* i)reoccupa- 
tions for tln^ public mind, yet tlie Town Hall was 
jiearly fall, and the amhkmce represented several 
communities. 

The meeting commeneed with an appropriate song 
sweadly sung by Miss Arati Roy, daughter of our worthy 
townsman JMr. N. L. Roy, n.A. ll.b. 

Among the speakers the first was a young lawyer 
jinmed Mr. IVimal (Jhandra Roy, b.a.,b.l., wlio in a neat 
speech tract'd the events of the Raja’s life, how he 
laboured for the religious, .social, educational and politi- 
cal regeneration of the country, and having regard to 
the condition of the people, and the igneamnee and super- 
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stition in which they were steopetl, was most succc^ssful 
in ameliorating the condition of his countrymen. The 
speaker laid special emphasis on the removal of the 
Suttee and other evil rites and practices. 

The next speaker was Rev. Mr. Griffiths of the 
Theological College, who in a sympatln^tic and interest- 
ing speech (mumerated the various reforms which were 
inaugurated hy the Raja, notwithstanding strong opposi- 
tion on the part of the orthodox community. Mr. Griffiths 
laid special stress on the establishment of the Erahmo 
8amaj. He was followed by J)r. Jwalapershad, lui.i) , 
a Professor in tlie Robertson College, Jubbulpore. He 
spoke in Plindi, and after ex])re.ssing admiration for 
the Raja and his work, compared the n sults of liis 
work with tliose of Swanii Dayananda Saraswaii, and 
said that the latter was more successful tiian the former. 
Evidently Dr. Jwalapersliad did not know the extent 
of the sacrifice and persecution to wld(di nnanbers of 
of the Brail mo Samaj were subjected. 

The fourth speaker was Rai Bahadur Dr. Ijakshmi 
Narayan Choudhuri, an old Brahmo, having (‘onnection 
with the Samaj for nearly half a century. He also spoke 
in Hindi, and expressed his apineciation of the Raja’s 
labours for ameliorating the condition of the countr}^ 
He concluded with tlie remark that it was not tlui 
Raja’s object to establish tlie Brahmo Samaj, wdiich, in 
the speaker’s opinion, was a sectarian movement. 

The observations of tlie last two spcnikers provoked 
n rejoinder from Rai Bahadur Gaurikanta Roy, whose 
name was not on the list of speakers. He refuted the 
Statement of Dr. Jwalaporshad, which introduced an 
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out-of-place coiiipariHOii of the results of two great men, 
both of whom deserved the respect of Indians. He said 
that the worthy Doctor was iiotiaware that notwithstand- 
ing the small number of registered Brahmos, the religious 
and social ideas of the Brahmo Samaj liave permeated 
among the members of the Hindu and other societies, 
which have hesitated to S(icede from their parent commu- 
nities. As regards Dr. Choudhuri’s statement, he refuted 
his opinioji that the Bralnno Samaj was a sectarian move- 
ment, and pointed out that tln^ foundation of the Samaj 
wiis laid })y Raja Kammohun Roy liimself, and that 
Dr. Cdioudliuri was wrong in asserting tlmt the Brahmo 
Samaj was a sectarian movement, as it was well known 
that the Brahmo ndigion was a Universal Religion, open 
to all irrespective of distinctions of caste, nationality, 
country or (*olour. 

The last speaker was Beohar Rajendra Singh, who 
also spoke in Hindi. He is a ])romising young laiid- 
hold(‘r in th('S(^ l)roTinces, who has ]>assed about a, year 
in Santinikelan. In a neat speech he eulogised the 
service's rendered to the country l)y Raja Rammoluin 
Roy. 

The Presideiit Khan Bahadur Zakir Ali wound up 
the i)roceedings with a tine little speech dwelling on the 
many-sided activities of the Raja, specially Ids endea- 
vours and achievements In the ])olitical field. The 
meeting terminated at about 8-30 r.M. 

Gaya. — A public meeting was lield at Gaya on the 
7th January 1 934, to celebrate the Centenary of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, under the presidentship of Principal 
D. K. Sen of the B. N. College, Patna. The Hallet 
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Town Hall, where the meeting was held, was packed to 
its utmost capacity with j^ersons of all sects and creeds. 
The meeting commenced with an opening song by 
ladies, after which Principal D. N. Sen was elected to 
the chair. Babii Sailendra Chandra Roy, a teaclier of 
the Haridas Seminary, gave a vivid description of 
the lofty ideals of the Raja. Professor Biman Bihari 
jMajumdar m.a,, p.k.s., of the B. N. College, Patna, then 
traced the various influences of Ranimohun Roy’s acti- 
vities on the lives of Indians, which he considered to be 
typical of the modern age. He brought home to the minds 
of the audience the fact that the Raja was the Father 
and Pioneer of the Reform ^Movenumt of the modern 
age in all its aspects. Baba Sachindra Nath Biswas, 
pleader, then read a paper in Hinili on the life and 
(iharacter of the Raja, which was ai)preciated by all. 
After another speaker had spoken, the President Mr, 
D. N. Sen addressed the meeting. He b(‘gan with 
the ancient history of Gaya, and dwelt on the ancient 
purity, serenity and sanctiiy of the town. It was in 
this town that in the Gth century n. c. Buddha 
got his illumination, and it was here that he delivered 
his first sermon. Then he paid a tribute to Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy who was one of the great(;st and bravest 
reformers that India had ever produced. ‘Tndia wants 
to attain i^olitical freedom, but she cannot go forward 
until and unless she goes back to her ancient days of 
culture and civilization”. People of India had forgotten 
their past glory and tradition, and unless and until they 
took a bold stand for progress and reformation, lik(5 
Raja Rammohun Roy, they had no chance of political 
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(*muncipation. A vote of thanks was moved by Balm 
Oobardhan jMisra, a lawyer of Gaya. An eig:ht year 
old daii^htor of Babu Ramos Chandra Alitra, Assistant 
Sessions Jiid^o*, (aitertained the audience by her sweet 
son^s both at tlie beginning’ and at the end. Babu 
Amhika Prasad, a Zamindar of Hissua, announced that 
he would give a medal to a student of Gaya, male or 
female, who would write llu^ best essay on the life' and 
t(‘achings of Kammohun Roy. 

Uluberia (Dist. Howrah, B(aigfai). — At the instance 
of the Banibau Brahim* Sauiaj a public iiu'etiug* for the 
celebration of tlie Rammohun Roy (/t'ntenary was ludd , 
at tlu' Ulub(‘ria High School on l lth Janujiry lOdd. 
It W'as a numerously attended mecMang, the S. D. ()., 
tlu' INIunsiir, th(' sub-D(‘puty (collector, pleaders, 
taukhtars, teaeia r.s and otlu'r important persons, besides 
stiuhmts tind ladies l>c‘ing ]a’esent. The Hall and th(' 
verandahs were tilh'd with the audience. 8jts. Krishna 
Kumar Mitra am! iSbigendra Nath Biswas, and Pandit 
Dhlrt'iidra N:ilh Cjhowdhiiry Xbalanlavagis and l\is 
wife, canu* from Chicutta for ria* occasion. Sjt. Krislnia 
Kumar Mitra pre^id(‘d. Two hymns were sung ; ]Mrs. 
Chowdliury sang the Raja’s own hymn “Bliabo sliei eke,” 
and another hymn was sung by Sjt. Biswas. A prayer 
was ollered from the chair. Sm. Susliama Has, li a., 
read an essay, after whic.li Pandit Dhirendra Nath 
delivered a learned address on tlie Sadliana and Siddhi 
of the Raja. Next, Sjt. Haripado Ghoshal, Head 
Master of the High School, read a well written address, 
after which Sjts. Jogiiulra Charan Sen n.L., Nani 
Gopal Adhikari and Aswiiii Kumar Das paid tri})utes 
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to the memory of the Raja. The Prosichmt then spoke on 
the Raja’s personality and activities, and particularly on 
his «Teat sympathy for womankind. The S. I). O., 
Rai Baliadur Nepal (diandra Sen, proposed a vote of 
thanks to the i)resid(ait and the sp('akers. 

Jalpaiguri. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary was 
celebrated at Jalpai^^iiri by a public meetino- h(dd in 
the Brahmo Samaj Mandir on Saturday the 27th Janu- 
ary, 1934, at () r.iVi. witli the S. 1). ()., Mr. Jo»esli 
Chandra Chaudhuri, m.a., in the chair. The hymn 
% hIt f^Tf ^ was sun^^ by a elioir of ^irls, 

after which Sja. Sarada Manjari Dattn ofien'd a short 
.prayer. Mr. Chaudhuri tlien read his well-written 
presidential address, whicli was full of beautiful 
thou^diis. Addresses on various as])ects of the Raja’s 
life and activities were ^iven by Sjt. Prahlad Chandra 
Chakrabarti, Sja. Suniti Bala Clianda, jM.a., Saraswnli, 
Dr. Bibhuprasad De, Sjt. Jo<,nmdra (Jhandra Majumdar, 
Sjt. Jagajjyoti Pal, b.a., and Sja. Sarada Manjari Datta. 
The last speaker, who spoke extempore^ showed liow 
Indian women owed an unforgettable debt to the Raja, 
and how the religion ijiculcated by him had kept the 
men and women of India, (referring to herself in ])arti- 
cular), from falling under the influence of foreign 
missionaries. The S])eakcr described how keenly the 
Raja felt for the sufferings of all classes of people, and 
how his sympathetic heart would have bled for the earth- 
quake-stricken people of Bihar, had he been living 
now. She wound up with an appeal for help for the 
distressed Biharis. The chairman in his concluding 
remarks mentioned the fact that when Rammohun 
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Koy was at Kang-pur, Jalpaiguri was part of tliat 
District, and so the citizens of Jalpaiguri should feel 
that it is their right as well as their privilege to he asso- 
ciated with the lioiiour that is being done to the Raja’s 
niemory. One notable fact about this iiK^eting is that 
<A’ery S 2 )ea.ker spoke eiitliusiastically about the Raja’s 
religious and social reforms, and whole-heartedly aO 
mitted that the worsliij) of one true God was the main- 
spring oi his multi-sided activities. The proceedings 
terminated with anotlna- liymn. 

Kushtia (Bengal) . — The Rammohun Roy Centen- 
ary was cele])rated by the ‘’‘Sahitya-Basar” of Kushtia, 
on 31st January 1031:. Essays written on tla^ life and 
activities of the Raja were read and speeches delivered 
at a special sitting of the Basar held on that date. 

Karachi. — A public meeting of tlie citizens of 
Karachi was laJd on the ‘J7th Sej)tember 1333 at the 
Khalikdina Hall to observ(i the CAiitenary of the 
death of Raja Rammohun Roy, tlie 2 )ioiieer social 
reformer of the (country, and the founder of the 
Brahnio Samaj. JMr. Jaiiished Niisserwanji, Presideni, 
Karachi IMiinicipality, |.)residcd. 

Mr. Jam shed at the outset referred briefly to the 
pioneer w'ork in the field of social and religious reform 
done during very difficult times by Raja Rammohun 
Roy. He then called upon various speakers to 
address the gathering. 

Piinci 2 )al Ram Sahai felt that after a lapse of ojio 
hundred years after the passing away of the great 
reformer, the same spark of awakening whicli guided 
his course of life should guide them to carry out the 
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social and religious reforms in the country, the need 
for which was as great as it was in Raja Kaniniohun^s 
(lays. 

Mr. Kumar could not help thinking of another 
great personality, Idr. Annie Besant, that had just 
passed away. Ijike ht‘r, Rammohun Roy also was 
associated with reformist movements in every walk 
of life, and was great in all d(^t)artnients of life. 
He revolted against the established religion, and even 
when ho was a mere lad, he had the courage to stand 
firm by his convictions and to sidier tlie displeasure of 
hj^s parents. The pains he took to master the scrip- 
tures of all religions ought to prove Ji lesson for those 
who are too prone to coin men t on tlu^ religions of 
othefs ; and all of them should e>q)yess a sense of 
gratitude for one who opened up the pathway of 
reforms in the country. 

Mr. P. G. Thonnis said that h(^ was glad that the 
Sind Observer liad taken out a Centcmary number 
dealing with the various aspects of Ihe eventful life 
of Raja Rammohun Roy. He stat(‘d that the Raja 
had churned the Hindu Sastras and taken out its 
(!ssence, which he incorj)orated in th(‘ religious institu- 
tion he gave to the country. 

]Mr. Gurdayal I\Ialik read a letter from ]\Tr. Reva- 
chand Ratanchaiid expressing his inability to attend 
the meeting on account of illness, ajid ])aying his 
homage to the memory of three great reformers, 
made a few observations on the life of the Raja. 

Mr. A. B. Talkar also offered a few observations 
on the teachings and life of Rammohun. 
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The closed with the recitation hy Brahmo 

j^irls of a son.i>' specially composed for the occasion. 

— [The Sind Observer^ Karachi.) 

Bapatla (Madras Presidency). — A. imblic meeting 
svas held in the Town Half of Bapatla to celebrate tho 
Centenary of Raja Rainmohun Roy on the 27th of 
September 1933. Mr. M. Kalidas B.A., b.l., a leading 
Vakil of the place, presided. Messrs. A. V. Pancha- 
pakesa Anjer n.A., n/r., retired Head Master, Kona 
Venkata Rtio, Pleader, and ]\T. Venkateswarlu, Asst. 
Teacher of tlie Mission Training School, delivered 
addresses on the life and work of Rainmohun Roy. The 
meeting was well attended. 

Ferozepore City (Punjab). — L. Oobind Ram, 
Joint Secretary of the Rainmohun Roy Centenary 
Committee of Lalioro came her(‘, and with the help of 
leading local people, among whom may be named Lala 
Bhana Ram, Advocate, Mr. Bashir Ahmad, Vakil^ 
Bawa Charan Sinlia, Advocate, Lala Lakshmi Narain, 
Advocate, Lala Sada Rand, Head Master, Lala Jagat 
Ram, Government Pensioner, Dr. Sadliu Chand^ 
Pandit Vaishno Datt, Advocate, Lala Tulsi Ram, Timber 
Merchant, and Lala Mast Ram, Vakil, convened a 
public meeting on Saturday the 3rd march 1934, at 
8 P.M., in the Arya Sainaj Mandir. Bhai Sita Ram 
^nd Swami Krishnanand, Brahmo Missiojiaries of 
Lahore, also came to take part in the meeting, which was 
presided over by Lala Mukand Lai, Advocate. The 
procedings commenced with a hymn and a prayer by Bhai 
Sita Ram. The President, while opening the proceedings, 
ilwelt at length on the many qualities of head and heart 
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of the Raja, who tried to ameliorate the deplorable coiidi- 
tioii of his countrymen in every possible way. His social 
reforms, his love for the freedom of his country, the 
great work he had done by establishing the Brahmo 
Samaj, and his memorable Trust Deed, will ever remain 
fresh in the memory of his countrymen. His dream of 
of a Universal Brotherhood was not fulfilled in his 
lifetime, but it is now admitted to be the true solution 
for all communal strifes and troubles. 

Pandit Vaishno Datt, Advocate, traced in the Raja 
a man of wide knowledge and a messenger of love and 
service. Khwaja Wali Muhammad, m. A., ll.b , Vakil, 
dwelt on the Raja’s passion for acquiring knowledge of 
the scriptures of otlier religions, and the great rev^olution 
he had wrought in the prevailing customs of his society. 
Pandit Arya Muni paid a fitting tribute to the Rnja as 
a great social reformer and religious leader of h’s 
time. 

Pir Akbar Ali, m.l.c. A<lvocate, referred to his high 
ideal of morality and his staunci^ advoca(*y of the cause 
of the uplift and emancipation of women. Principal 
P. V. Kanal, m.a., admired the Raja’s fearlessness 
and the staunch figlit he put up for the cause of 
establishing again tlie position of women in society. 

Swami Krishnanand dwelt on different aspects of 
Raja’s manifold activities, and Mr. LJdai Ram. Head 
Clerk, Imperial Bank of India, traced in him a great 
religious reformer who bad idactal before bis followers 
a new idea of love and service. 

Bhai Sita Ram spoke on the Unity of Godhead and 
Brotherhood of Man, and offered thanks to the i)resideji<, 
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and to the Arya Saniaj for kindly lending the Sainaj 
Mandir for the meeting. The function came to a close 
at about 10-30 p.m. 

Ferozepore Cantt. (Punjab). — A public meeting 
ill connection with the Centenary of Raja Rammohuii 
Roy was held in the Arya Putri Pathshala, Ferozepore 
Cantonment at 7-30 p.m. on dth Marcli 1934, and was 
presid(Ml over by Lala Jagan Natli Syal m.a., Bankiw. 

After a short prayer, Bhai Sitaram drew a short life- 
sketch of the Raja, and dwelt at length on the various 
aspects of his life, and the great social and religion^ 
reforms Ii(‘. inaugurated during his life. Swami Krishna-, 
nand drew a pathetic picture of the shattered condition 
of Indian social and moral structure, and of tlie Raja’s 
eflbrts in rebuilding the same, and specially in raising 
the standard of women in India. 

Mi\ Udai Ram, Head Clerk, Imperial Bank of 
India, (raced in thci Raja a seeker after Truth, and a 
great seliolar of his time, whose aeliievements were 
groat and astonisliing. He tried to remove the causes 
of India’s degradation, and whole-heartedly devoted 
Ininscdf for tlie country’s causi*. The present movements 
for removing untouchability and for other social reforms 
are Uie fruits of the seed sown by him. In fact he was 
not only a great social reformer and eminent scholar, 
but also a great - Mahatma of his time. 

Babu Fateh Cdiand, President, Arya Samaj, paid a 
fitting tribute to the great work Rammohun had done for 
bis country and for society at large. Lala Jagan Nath 
Hyal, in concluding the meeting, requested the audience 
to take moral lessons from the Raja's life, and to study 
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literature about him closely, and to follow his lead of 
living for Truth and dying for noble causes. With 
a vote of thanks to the Chair tlie meeting concliuled. 

Howrah. — On the initiativti of some prominent 
citizens of Howrah a Conference was held early in 
December 1933 at the Duke Pa])lic Lii)rary Hall for 
biking steps for the celebration of the Centenary of 
Raja Rammohun Roy, and a Committee was appointcul 
for the purpose with Professor Akshaykumar Sarkar, 
M.A., and Sj. Kalobaran Ghosh, as Chairman and 
Secretary respectively. The Committee decided to 
bold tlie celebration on Sunday the 17th Do(!cm])er, 
1933. Sir Deva Prasad Sarvadhiknry kindly consented 
to preside. On the appointed day people represent- 
ing all sections of society pqured in their thousands 
to the Howrah Town Hall, and it is noteworthy that 
among them were a number of Muslim ladies. Howrah 
had not for a long time witnessed such a cosmo- 
politan as well as representative g.athering composed 
of Hindu, Muslim, Christian and other commu- 
nities. A tastefully decorated portrait of the Raja 
was placed on the dais. The Proceedings opened ^\ith 
a song sung in chorus by the stinhaits of the Howrah 
Girls’ High School under the guidance of Sja. Sobhana 
Mukerjee. Bhai Priyanatli Mallik conducted a solemn 
divine service. Dr. Bhagawat Sastri, ph. d., in course of 
ail illuminating address referred to the revolutionary 
change that the great Rammohun Roy had brought to 
the vision of the nation which was bleared with age- 
long prejudices. Mr. Rafiq Ahmed, Advocate, and 
Sjt. Jivan Das Banerjee spoke about the Rnja's many- 



HOAVnAH ; RANaPUR 


309 


activitio'^. Mi ss Suniln Sen, b. a., Mr. R. Palit, 
and ^Fr. Pulin Bihari Bane.rjee read interesting papers. 
Sir Dova Prasad in suminin<^ up the deliberations 
deliA^erod a neat little speech, in course of which he 
characterised Raminohun as a Prophet, a Philosoidier, 
a Social Refornior, and the Indian Messiah of Peace, 
and narrated some historic events that occurred in his 
life. 

The proceeding's closed with a vote of thanks to 
the Chair proposed by Sjt. A jit K. JMallik, followed 
by Rabindranath’s song' '^Desh dcsh nandita kari^’ sung“ 
in chorus by the students of tlie Girls’ H. E. School. 

Rangpur. — The meetings held on the occasion of 
tlu; visit of Ihibu Krishna Kumar jNIitra to Rangpur 
on 7th and 8th T^ovember 1933 have already b(-*en 
report(Ml (vide p. 193.) The celebration held in 
December 1 933 by the raimmohun ot.ub of Rangpur 
is described below, with a brief account of the origin 
and activiiies of the Club, 

The RAMMOHUX CLUB was established in 1920 by 
the joint etrorts of Babu Jatindra Nath Chakravarty, 
Sarishtadar, Rangpur Collectorate, and his colleagues, 
prominent among whom were Babus Rainesh Chandra 
Ghosh, Preo Nath Sen, Kesliab Lai Bose, and (the 
late) Tara Prasanna Sanyal. 

The aims and objects of the Club as set forth in its 
Memorandum are, — the establishment and maintenance 
of a Reading Room ; the encouragennant of tlirift, self- 
help and co-operation among the members ; promotion 
and cultivation of fine arts and diffusion of useful 
knowledge ; indoor and outdoor games ; assistance of 
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members and families of deceased members when in dis- 
tress, and providing accommodation for such members 
as are unable to find •suitable lodgings ; etc. The Club 
is committed to a policy of abstention from all political 
and communal controversies. 

The Opening Ceremony of the Club in 1920 was 
signalised by the unveiling of a portrait of the Raja. 
Jatin Babu also prepared posters on which were printed 
some of the teachings and mottos of the Raja, and had 
them hung up in the premises of the Club along 
with the portrait. He also organised Essay Competitions 
on tile Raja’s teachings, some of the subjects selected 
being (1) Benevolence is the truest homage to Cod ; 

(2) The object of all the commandments of God is 
to teach us our duly towards our fellow creatures ; 

(3) Morality is indispensable to proper worship of 
Crod ; etc. The be^t writers of essays were awarded 
prizes ; mention may be made among them of Babu 
Pijush Kanti Moitra, ii.A. Many distinguislied speakers 
of the town took part in these meetings. 

A magazine, named Milan (Union) was published 
from the Club with a view to create a lit(‘rary field for 
lovers of art and literature, and also to give encourage- 
ment to embryo writers. The magazine was proving very 
useful to the Club, by raising its moral and intellectual 
tone ; but it had to be stopped owing to paucity of 
funds. However, the Library of the Club possesses books 
worth more than Rs. 2,000. It subscribes several good 
magazines, such as the Modern Review^ the Prabasiy 
the Saogat, etc. 

Jatin Babu also wrote 2 dramas entitled ^Milan’ 
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ulul ‘Unniilan’, inculcating’ moral teachings and high 
sojrnal ideals. They were successfully staged in the 
town and in certain subdivisions by the members of the 
Club. The sale proceeds of tickets went to the relief of 
the poor and of the famine-stricken people of Balurghat, 
and also towards examination fees of poor students. 
Distressed people are occasionally given relief out of 
the Club funds. 

Deatii Anniversaries of Raja Rammohun Roy are 
regularly observed by the Cdub. The first anniversary 
so observed was tin? 93rd, in September 192G. Since 
then tin's function has been held regularly every year. 
Among those who have graced these functions are 
Sir P. C. Roy, Sir Deva Rrasad Sarvadhikary, Dr. 
Sliahidullah, Dr. Mohini INtohan Bhattacharjee, Mr. 
Krishna Kumar Mitra, Mr. Atul Chandra Guptn, Mr. 
J. N. Gupta, etc., besides the important citizens of 
Rangpiir, such as the Raja Bahadur of Tajhat, Dr. 
D. N. Mallik, Mr. Snrendra Chandra Roy Choudhury, 
Mr. Chandi Charan Roy Choudhury, etc. Since 1930 
silver medals are being awarded during these anniver- 
saries to the best writers of essays on the Raja’s life 
from amongst these four groups : — (0 school boys,. 
(2) school girls, (3) college students, and (4) the 
general public. 

THE CENTENARY, 1 933. — At the instance of the 
Club, a meeting of the citizens of Rangpur was convened 
on Kith July 1933 to concert measures for the cele- 
bration of the Centenary, with Dr. D. K Mallik, sc. jx 
I. E. s. (retd.) in the chair. The following Committee 
was formed : — President, Rai Sarat Chandra Chatterjee 
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Bahadur, e.r. Vice-Presidents^ Rai Jogendra Nath 
Chatterjee Bahadur, r.l., Rai Radha Raniau Majumdar 
Bahadur, Dr. D. N. Mallik, i.e h. (retd.), and 

Mr. Surendra Chandra Roy Choudluiry. Honorary 
Secretaries, Mr. Suniti Ranjau Sen, M.A., h e., and 
Mr, Jatindra Nath Chakravarty. Honorary Assistant 
Secretaries, IMr. Tarini Prasanna Sanyal, H.A., and Mr. 
Jyotsnamay Das Gupta. Ordinary Members, 

Suniti Bala Gupta, M. ed. (Leeds), Raja Gopal 
Lai Roy Bahadur of Tajhat, Rai IMrityunjay Roy 
jC/houdhury Bahadur, Dr. N. Gupta, ph. d (Vienna), 
Rai Sahib Panchanan Barman, ma., h.l., m h.e., m.l c., 
Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali, 3 ?.a., Mr. Haripada Banerjee, 
M.A., H.L., Mr Jatindra Kumar Dutt, m.a., h.l., 
Mr. Kshitish Mohan Sarkar, 3r.A., Mr. Chandi Charan 
Roy Choudhury, h.i.., Mr. Jagadish Chandra Dns 
Gupta, B.L., JMr. Digendra Nath Banerjee, h.a., Mr. 
Ramesh Chandra Ghosh, Mr. Keshab Lai Bo.se, Ilaji 
Shah Abdur Rouf, h.l., Dr. Jnaiiaxlanauda Das Gupta, 
ajid Mr. Jogesh Chandra Sarkar, h.l. 

A programme of work was prepared, and contri- 
butions were raised throughout tlie district. Both 
officials and non -officials helped in the raising of funds. 
The District Board, the Rangpnr Municipality, and the 
Gaibandha Municipality contributed Rs. 100/-, R.s. 25/- 
and Rs. 25/- n'.spectively. The Club sanctioned Rs. 
50/- from its funds, and rai.sed Rs. ,S4/l2 from its 
members. Srijukta Anurupa Devi’s Mahanisha wa.s 
staged by the jiiembers of the Club in the local Drama- 
tic Hall. The sale proceeds of tickets, minus the 
expenditure, supplemented the Centenary Fund. 
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The Centkxary celebrations were openc^d on the 1st 
December, 1 933, at S-30 a.m. by ]\Ir. P. C. De, i.c.s., 
District and Sessions Judge of Rangpur, in the premises 
of the Club. The Club Hall was tastefully decorated with 
portraits of the Raja and of his tomb at Bristol, and 
with suital)le texts from liis writings. Almost all distin- 
guished citizens of the town participated in the function. 
Mr. De in a neat little speech described lucidly the 
manifold acjtivities of the Raja, and Ids claim to univer- 
sal liomage. A few other gentlemen also spoke on 
that occasion. 

At 9 A.M. tlu) AGRICULTURAI. AND INDUSTKIAL 
EXinr.iTiON (in the same premises) was formally opened 
by Mr. N. M. Ayyar, m.a., i.c.s., District Magistrate 
and Collector of Rangpur, before a large gathering. The 
Exhibition remained open for 7 days. There were 
stalls for the products of the local Jail, the Jute Weaving 
Institution of Nilphamari, the Salvation Army^s Said- 
pur Mat Settlement, etc. Arrangements were made for 
demonstrating the weaving of the famous Nisbetganj 
Satarancld of this district. The Government Veteri- 
nary and Agricultural Departments, and the Public 
Health Departments of the District Board and the 
Municipality opened stalls equipped with educative 
pamphlets, models and samples. An automatic hand- 
loom, invented by Rajani Kanta Barman, a rural in- 
habitant of the district, a grain of rice on which were 
written 33 letters in English, sauce and water-colour 
I)ain tings and fine knitting and needlework by ladies, 
were among the interesting articles exhibited. Arrange- 
ments were made for plenty of amusements, such as 
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^Tag’ic and Cinema shows on the 1st day. Lantern 
Lectures by the Propapfanda Office, a Musical Soiree, a 
Dramatic performance and more Ma^ic on the 2nd da.y, 
more Cinema shows on the 3rd day, and Music on the 
remaining days. Five silver medals, and 20 first class 
and 25 second class certificates were awarded to the best 
exhibits* 

A LITERARY C.ONFERENCE Oil the life, activities and 
teachings of the Raja was held on the 3rd December. 
Dr. D. N. Mallik, scd., t.e.s. (retd.), Principal of the 
lo(;al Collette, presided. Vedic hymns were sun^ by 
gi;'l8 of the local Girls’ H. E. School. Two poems on 
the Raja composed by Sjts Manish Chandra Majumdar 
and Nripondra Chandra Sen were read. Mr. Jatindra 
Nath Chakravarly, on(> of the Honorary Secretaries, 
opened the deliberations with a short speech. Mr. 
Bidhu Ranjan Lahiri. M.A., b.l., exjdained in a lucid 
way the main social and reli.^ious ideals of the Raja, 
and his interpretation of religions supported liy the Upa- 
nishads and the Gita. Mr. Hari Pada Banerjee, m. a., 
ILL., read a learned article in Pdni^lisli, dilatin^: upon the 
difTerent phases of the Raja’s life. IMr. Jatindra, Kumar 
Dutt, M A., B.L. and Maulavi Bashirud<lin Ahmed read 
papers in Bengali and English respectively. Several 
other speakers joined, and discussed some of the points 
suggested by previous speakers. Dr. Mtdlik, in his 
Presidential address, touched some of the main features 
of the life and teachings of the Raja, and summed up 
tlie deliberations of the Conference. Medals were then 
awarded to the most successful competitors in the 
Essay Competition on the Raja’s life. 
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]Mr. Kesbab Lai Bose thanked the President and 
ladies and gentleineu present for their hearty co-opera- 
tion, af(er wliieh the Conference dissolved at 8-30 p. m. 
with some more Vedie hymns. 

All the functions of the Centenary passed off smooth- 
ly and successrully. Thanks are duo to Miss Suniti 
Bala Gupta, i\r. ed. (Leeds), Head IMistress, Ran^^pur 
Girls’ II. E. School, and to Messrs Jatindra Nath 
Chakravarty, Sliniti Ranjan Sen, Tarini Prasanna 
Sanyal, Jyotsnainay Das Gupta, and Ramesh Chandra 
Ghosh for tlieir untirin<>' labours for the success of the 
Celebration, and to Rai S. C. Chatterjee Bahadur and 
Dr. D. N. Mallik, the President ami Vice-President of 
the Committee, for their valuable assistance. 

May tlie Raja’s love of freedom and his earnest 
endeavours for his country’s advancement, which have 
inspired his followers of one century, inspire us all in 
the duties before us in the next century ! 

Behala (C alciitta). — The Centenary of the death of 
Raja Ramniohun Roy was celebrated at Behala on Sun- 
day the 24th December 1 933, in the compound of the 
Behala Brahmo Samaj, which was beautifully decorated 
with leaves and flowers for the occasion. Besides local 
people, numerous eminent men from Calcutta and 
Bhawanipur joined tlio celebration. Pandit Suresh 
Chandra Sankhya-vedanta-tirtha first conducted a 
divine service in course of which hymns composed by 
Raja Rammohun Roy were siin^i:. A IMemorial Meeting 
was then held, presided over by Sir Devaprasad Sarva- 
dhikary. Among those who participated were Dr. Binay 
Chandra Sen, m.a,, r.l., p.r.s., ph.p., Sjts. Devesvar 
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Muklierjee, Vidyaviiioik Ranjan Bilns Rii Chaudhury 
of the Ainrita Bazar Patrika^ Kshotra Nath Bandy o- 
padhyaya, Kavya-purana-tirtlia, Prof. Narendra Nath 
Chakravarti, i\r.A., etc- Dr. Binay Cliandra Sen said 
that Raniinohiin was the Maker of an A<>e, and one of 
the greatest lieroes of (he world. When we think of 
his immense learning, his deeply religious si)irit, his 
ardent love of country, and his almost sup(n’human 
labours, we are struck s])eechless with admiration. He 
liad inaugurated a new age not only for Bengal, but 
lor the whole of India. He appeared on the horizon 
' of India at a time when India needed the services of 
just such a hero. But it is <louhtful wlietlier cvdu aftcw 
the lapse of a century the time has come for us to be 
able to form an adequate estimate of liis worth. 

Sjt. Devesvar Mukherjee explained the religious 
ideas of Rammohun Roy by a neat spe(Hth in ])opular 
language. Pandit Suresh Chandra Sankhya-vedanta- 
tirtha spoke eloquently on Ramnioluin’s great-hearted- 
ness, patriotism, and multi-sided activities, and lastly on 
his attempt to re-instate the Brahmajiiana of the Upanl- 
shads in the lives of houseliolders. Sir Devaprasad 
Sarvadhikary in his presidential address noted with 
great pleasure the fact that the Raja’s hymns were sung, 
and divine service was conducted on llpanishadic 
lines that day, for his hymns were in great danger of 
being forgotten altogether by the Bengal public. The 
more the present generation studied Rammohun, tlie 
better it would be for the country ; for Rammohun’s 
light was exactly what was needed to enlighten India 
amidst the darkness and difficulties which beset her path 
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i\t the present moment. He (the speaker) would there- 
fore like to 8ug:gest to tlie Rammohun Roy Centenary 
Committee that the proposed statue of the Raja, should 
have its rig-ht arm raised and its forefing^er pointingf 
forward. Rammoimn has .shown, and will continue to 
8ho>v for lon^ ages to come, the path along whi(dv India 
is to march towards progress. 

Monghyr. — Th(‘ people of Monghyr eehd)ratcd the 
Centenaiy of the death of Raminohun Roy and the 
Jubilee of the death of Keshub Chunder Sen by 
holding two pu])lic meetings on the 7th and 8th 
Januiiry 1034. Babu Srikrishna Prasad, jm.l.o,, one of 
the ablest speakers of tlie Provinc(% took the chair on 
the first day. His address was followed by other 
instructive discourses on the life and achievements of 
the great Raja, ])y Babli Hem Chandra Basil, Advo- 
cate, and Sj. Kalipada Mitra, Principal, Monghyr 
College. ... 

The attendance was respectable, with a fair number 
of ladies, hJiakfas, and intelligentsia of the town, 
including many Governmont officials and businessmen. 
The sweet songs with which Srimati Basanti IVlitra 
treated the audience were edifying, and were very much 
apprecn'ated. Both the functions took place under a 
pandal erected in the grounds of the Brahma Mandir, 
which is proud to possess the ashes of Sri Keshub 
Chunder Sen, Sadhu Agborenath and Bhakta Dinanath, 
and a few other believers, and since held in great 
reverence, not only by the members of the Samaj, but 
also by the religiously minded people in Monghyr, 
wlio find in the gardens around, interspersed with 
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Saniadhis of Sadhus, a real haven of peace and 
serenity . — [The N avavidhan, Calcutta,) 

Sonaiibari (Dist. Faridpur, Beng:al.) — The village 
Soiiailbari is an important centre of one of the so-called 
‘depressed' classes of Bengal for the diffusion of culture 
and advanced ideas among themselves. The local 
Sevak-Sanglia celebrated the Centenary of tlio death of 
Raja Rammohiin Roy on 27th September 1933 with 
great enthusiasm. From 5 to 7 a.m. there was an 
Ushakirtan in which all the young men of tlie village 
joined. From S to 1 1 a.m. a special divine service was 
held in tlie local Girls’ School. Sj. Narayan Chandra 
Biswas, a teacher of the Girls’ School, conducted the 
service. Tn the afternoon a Public Meeting was lield. 
IMaiilavi Fa/dul Haq Chaudhuri, President, Union Board, 
and Member, District Board, (who is a retired Poli(^e 
officer and Zamindar) was in the cliair. Tlie meeting 
was attended by all the important local people. Sriman 
Krishnakanta Biswas, a student, read a iieautiful poem 
on the Raja composed by himself. Sjs. Narayan Cluuidra 
Biswas and Amarendra Nath Das read two well-written 
papers. Sjts. Kartik Chandra Biswas and Manohar Roy 
delivered lectures, the former dealing with Rammoluin’s 
greatness as a man, and the latter w'ith his religious 
work and the establishment of the Brahmo Samaj. Jn 
the evening, divine service was held again from 6 to 
9 p. M. Sjt. Pratap Chandra Haidar conducted tln^ 
service, which touched the hearts of the congnigation, 
moving many to tears. 

Khanakul-Krishnanagar (Dist. Hughli, Bengal.)— 
The Centenary of Raja Rammohun Roy was celebrate 1 
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here on 2n(l March 1034 in a befitting manner. Dr. 
Hazari L:il Dhar was in the cliair. Mr. Jainini Mohan 
Mukherjee, tlie Naib of Zemindar Dharani Mohan Roy’s 
estate, Mr. Sliib Krishna Basil, Dr. Abani Mohan 
Mukherjee, and many otlier distinguished personages 
of the locality were present. Jamini Babu in course of 
his speech said that Ranimokun was an intellectual 
giant of the new age that has dawned upon India. 
Sriina!! Kfimalesli Mukherjee pointed out that Ram* 
mohun was a century ahead of his times. He was truly 
a seer, and In*. ])aved the way for India’s salvation and 
civilization. Mr. Narcndra Kath Ghosh u. A. emphasised 
that the R:ija was the })ioneer of all public movements 
of Modern India. The President, in course of his fine 
address, said that the prophecy which tlie immortal 
Raja made in 181G, viz. “A day will arrive when my 
humble endeavours will be viewed with justice, perhaps 
acknowledgetl with gratitude,” — has been most com* 
pletely fulfilled. He is to-day adored and worshippefl 
all over tlie world as one of the greatest and - most 
perfect men that the world has ever seen. 

l^ultsin (Punjai)), — Swanii Ivrishnauand with the 
help of L ila Jhangi R im Khanna, Lala Sadanand, 
Sardar Teja Singh, Pleader, and L ila Ilari Lai, Pleader, 
organised a public^ meeting at Multan on 14th ]March 
1934 in the Arya Saniaj Hall for the celebration of the 
Rammohun Roy Centenary. l^Iehca lek Ghand, 
Advocate, presided at the meeting, whicli commenced 
with a hymn and a prayer offered by Bhai Sita Ram. 
The President in his opening speech said tliat as in a 
city the gardeners adorn and beautify it, so did Ram- 
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mohuii Roy adorn and boaiitify India. Lala KewaL 
Krishna gave a short sketch of the Raja’s life, and laid 
special emphasis on his political and social activities. 
Swami Krishnanand said that Rainnioluiii Roy drew the 
attention of the people to the spiritual worship of God, 
and hy his comparative method of approaching the 
different religions he tried to establish tlie harmony of 
all faiths. Principal Gopalji of the Iridraprastha College, 
Delhi, said tlnit the God Rammohuii Roy worshipped 
was a personal God. 

Bliai Sita Ram dwelt upon the breadth of tlie Raja’s 
heart. He used to call his friends hiradar, and in the 
Trust Deed of the Brahiuo Samaj he placed all com- 
munities on the same footing before the footstool of 
God. Lala Lai Chand, Headmaster, D.A.V. High 
School, paid elo(]uent tribute to tluj servicers rendered 
by the Raja. Lala Sewa Ram, Chaudlmri Rad ha 
Kishen, and Chaudhuri Sham Lai spoke on diffennit 
aspects of his life and cliaracter. Tla^ Frtesident in his 
concluding speed) thanked Bhai Sita Ram and Swiimi 
Krishnanand for giving this opportunity to Multan to 
show respect to the memory of tlie great Indian. Swami 
Krishnanand proposed a vote of thanks to the chair,, 
and to the local Arya Samaj for lending their Hall 
for the purpose. 

Pamphlets on the life of the Raja were distributed 
at the meeting. 

Lyallpur (Punjab.) — A meetijig was arranged 
to celebrate the Centenary on the ISth March 1934' 
at the Coronation Library Hall. Lala Lakshmr 
Chandar Suri (son of the late Bhai Kashi Ram) helped.. 
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Bhais Sita Ram and Krishnanand in making the arrange- 
ments. Malik Lakshmi Das m.a., Advocate, Chairman 
of the Local Municipal Board, was in the chair. The 
Hall was full, and some people had to stand outside for 
want of accommodation. The proceedings commenced 
with a hymn sung by Mrs- Hem Raj and her daughters,, 
and a prayer oftered by Bliai Sita Ram. The President 
referred to the great personality of the Raja and his 
imnieuBO influence. Prof. Tshwar Chandar Nanda m.a. 
spoke of the great educational work of Rammohun Roy. 
The sy.stem of education he advocated has created a 
new life in India. Prof. Vidya Dhar m-a. dwelt on’ 
the Raja’s religious reforms, the introduction o^ the'* 
worship of one God, and spiritual worship. Swami 
Krishnanand referred to his services for the cause of 
women and the way in which he practised religion in 
the midst of distracting duties. Sardar Madan Mohan 
Bingh,, Pleader, read a very thoughtful and learned 
paper on the Raja. 

Mrs. Hem Raj b.a,, Principal, Government- Girls’ 
High School, urged that the wor.ship of one God would 
remove all differences. Rammohun Roy, she said, had 
shown the way to real national Unity. Bhai Sita Ram 
explained how Rammohun Roy, inspired by the love of ' 
God, wanted to establish the brotherhood of man. The 
Brahmo Samaj, following iii his footsteps, has adopted 
the principle of equality in social matters, which alOne 
can lead to lasting peace. The President thanked the 
gentlemen who had come from Lahore, and with a vote 
of thanks to the Chair, the meeting dispersed, 

Muzaffargarh. (Punjab.) — To commemorate the 
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Centenary of Raja Ranimohun Roy, a public meeting 
was held here on Tuesday, the 20th March 1934, in the 
Arya Samaj HalL Pandit Rajindra Prashad, Advocate, 
presided. The proceedings commenced with ti prayer 
offered by Swaini Krishnana,nd, who came here to make 
arrangements. The president referred to the services 
of Ranimohun Roy in abolishing “Sati’^ and in preach- 
ing the doctrine of the unity of God. He popularised 
the study of the Vedas, and introduced the modern 
system of education. The Bengali literature owed a great 
debt to him. Dr. Kanhya Lai dwelt upon his courage 
in breaking age-long prejudices. Ranimohun showed 
extraerdinary courage in undertaking a voyage to 
England. The next speaker was Lala Mahindra Lai. 
Maulavi Ghulain Muhammad, Pleader, said that Ram- 
mohun Roy proved that truth was not confined to one 
religion. Lala Nau Nihal Kishen spoke of his national 
activities, specially his endeavours in the interest of the 
freedom of the Press. The last speaker was Swami 
Krishnanand, who said that the Raja proved by his 
life that religion could be acquired without leaving 
home. 

The Students’ Rammohun Centenary at 
Calcutta. — A Celebration Committee, with Prof. 
Satish Chandra Ghosh m.a. as President, and Sjt. 
Gangapada Bose as General Secretary, was formed on 
behalf of the students of Bengal, after a few preli- 
minary meetings held in Calcutta. The Main cele- 
bration (the Centenary Day was held on the 20th 
December 1933 at the Senate House under the presi- 
dency of Sir P. C. Ray. The principal speakers, besides 
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the President, were Dr. W. S. Urquharfc, Principal 
B. M. Sen, Prof. Binay Kumar Sarkar, Dr. Kalidas 
Kag, and Prof. S. C- Ghosh. Messages from 
Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, Sir J. G. 
Bose, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Mrs. Kamala Nehru, Sir 
S. Radhakrishnan, C. Y. Chintamani, Syed Ross 
Masood, and many other prominent personalities of 
India, were read by the General Secretary. 

Drama and Musical Soiree. — A story from 
Prof. Dinesh Chandra Sen’s ‘Mymensingh-Gitika’^ 
dramatised for the occasion by Mr. Manmatha Roy, was 
staged at the University Institute on 22nd Dec., and 
a Musical Soiree was lield at the Ashutosh Hall m tho 
23rd. The elite of the city were present. 

An Industrial and Art Exhibition at Well- 
ington Scpiare was opened on the 2r)th Dec. amidst 
scenes of great enthusiasm by Sj. Santosh Kumar 
Basil, IMayor of Calcutta. The Exhibition had a 
successful run of full one month. The whole life- 
story of the great Raja was instructively illustrated with 
the help of charts and models in the ‘‘Rammohun 
Smriti i\Iandir”. The stalls, and the Health and 
Sanitation, Education, and Fine Arts sections were 
beautiful as well as instructive. Many prominent 
citizens of the country visited the Exhibition, and were 
impressed with the organising capacity of students. 

A Literary Conference held at the Senate 
House on 26th December under the presidency of 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu was a great success. Calcutta had 
seldom witnessed such a huge gathering of students- 
during the last quarter of a century. All distinguished 
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citizens of Calcutta, and a galaxy of Professors of 
t:he University, were present. Among the speakers, 
besides the President, were Madame L. Morin of Paris, 
F. S. Miiaidzada Begum, Sja. Sita Devi, Sir Hassan 
Suhrawardy, Dr, P. N. Banerjea, Principal J. R. Banerjea, 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, Mr. Atul Gupta, Dr. 
A. P. Das Gupta, Mr. Ranadhir Sarma Sarkar, and 
Sja. Mai trey i Devi. 

^The Students’ Rammohan Centenary Volume”, 
profusely illustrated, with an artistic cover designed 
by Mr. Nandalal Bose, has been published. It con- 
tains messages and articles from IMahatma Gandhi, 
*Rabit?dranath, John Masefield, Sir J. C. Bose, Sir S. 
Radhakrishnan, Dr. W. S. Ilrquhart, Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. F. C. Bancroft, (U. S. 
A.), Dr. C. Riaudo (Italy), Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji, 
Prof. Binay Kumar Sarkar, Mr. Pramatlia Chaudhuri, 
Rai Bahadur Khagendra Nath Mitra, Prof Kshitimohan 
Sen, Sja. Anurupa Devi, Sja, Priyambada Devi, etc. — 
(Abridged from the General Secretaiy' s Report). 

Meetings held in November and December 
1933, by Messrs V. R. Shinde and B. B. Keskar. 
— Meeti?igs were held by Messrs Shinde and Keskar 
in the Satara District at Satara, Wai, Karad, and 
]8lam{>ur ; in the Kolhapur State at Kolhapur and 
Valivade ; in the Belgaon District at Nipani ; in the 
Sangli State at Terdal ; in the Jamkhandi State at 
Jamkhandi and Jamagi ; at Bijapur, Sholapur 
and Nasik ; at Jalgaon in Khandesh ; at Lonavla ; 
in the C. P. and Berar at Amraoti, Nagpur, Wardha 
and Yeotmal. The most numerously attended meetings 
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were those at Nagpur, Warclha, Yeotmal, Kolhapur 
and Wai, 

Serampore. — A meeting of the Serampore College 
Onion Society was held on Friday, September 1st, 
1933, widi Prof. D. N. Ghosal in the chair, to observe 
the Centenary of the death of Raja Raniniohun Roy, 
Prof. K. K. Mukerji, and Prof. R. Ganguly of the 
(College Staff* and Dr. Beni Madhab Barua of Calcutta 
University, dealt with different aspects of tlie life and 
work of Rammobun Roy, and the President brought 
tlie meeting to a close with a stirring appi^al. 

Indore. — The Central India Brahmo Samaj, Indore', 
celebrated the Rammobun Roy Centenary in SepUmben 
in a befitting man mu*. The Mandir \vas beautifully 
decorated, and a four days' programme was arranged. 
The 24th September was the first day. Mr. B. Y. 
Ranghekar, District Judge of Indore, and a member 
of the Samaj, conducted divine service in the evening. 
He impressed upon the audience that the Raja was one 
of those men who had lifted their fellow-brethren. Ho 
was the father of New India, and a devoted servant of 
God. On 25th September then^ was a Ladies’ Gather- 
ing, with Princess Savitra Rai Saheba in the chair. She 
dwelt on the duties of women. Mrs. Waingankar and 
the two Misses Bhandarkar were amongst the speakers. 
The 26th September was reserved for young men. Dr. 
V. A. Sukhtankar ph.d., former Director of J^chobl 
Education, Indore, spoke on the message of Raja Ram- 
mohun Roy to young men. 

On the 27th September (the main day) there was 
divine service at 9 a.m. by Dr. Siddhanath Singh. 
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Among other things he explained to the congregation- 
that religion is the fountain head of all reforms. For 
this reason Rammohun Roy attached the greatest import- 
ance to religion. He studied different religions, assimi- 
lated their essence, and evolved a universal religion. 
He thus laid down the foundations of Brahma Dharma, 
which he jneant to he the religion ot all humanity. He 
preached toleration of all religions. In the evening, 
a public meeting was held* Representative speakers 
dwelt on the various aspects ot Rammohun’s life. 
Principal Dr. Basu and Professor Saighar AH of the 
Holkar College, Rao Bahadur Dr. Sarju Prasad, former 
*Ins|:iiictor-General of Hospitals and Jails, and Dr. 
V. A. Siikhtankar spoke. 

The Indore Brahmo Samaj associated itself with 
the Centenary Celebrations at Calcutta in December 
by sending them its greetings, and raising subscriptions 
for the Central Celebration Fund. 

Burdwan. — The Rammohun Roy Centenary was 
celebrated at Burdwan on the 4th November, 1933. 
A party of four consisting of Babu Baradakanta Basu, 
B.A., Pandit Dhirendranath V'edantavagis, m.a., Prof. 
Rajanikanta Guha, m.a., and Babu Surendranath Das 
went from Calcutta to take part in it, and was hospit- 
ably entertained by Babu Bhaminiranjan Sen, b.l., 
pleader. A public meeting was held in the Bangsa 
Gopal Town Hall, which was presided over by Babu 
Amarnath Dutt, m.a., b.l., m.l.a. The proceedings 
commenced with a hymn sung by Babu Surendranath. 
Das, after which Barada Babu oflPered a prayer. Then 
Mr. Dutt delivered the presidential speech. Prof. 
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<jruba followed him with an address on ^'Rammohun 
Roy’s Influence on Nation-building”. Pandit Vedanta- 
vagis next spoke on “Ram mohuii Roy’s Religion and 
Sadhan”. Babu Kainalkrishna Basil, m.a., b.l., pleader, 
and two other local gentlemen added their tributes to 
the Raja. The concluding song also was sung by 
Suren Babu. 

Radhanagar (Hughli). — Under the auspices of 
the Radii anagar Palli Samiti, the Centenary of Raja 
Ranxmohun Roy was celebrated at his birthplace at 
Radhanagar (Di strict Hughli) in the Samiti premises 
during the Easter holidays. The annual general mee- 
tings of the Radhanagar Palli Samiti, RadhaMigar' 
Co-operative Anti-malaria Society, and tlie Prasanna 
Kumar Sarvadhikari Library were also held tliere the 
same day. Mr. Surendranath Mallik, m.a., li.L., c.i.K., 
presided over the deliberations of all the meetings. 

Mr. J. N. Basu, m.lc,, Kumar Munindra Deb Ray 
Mahasaya, m.l i ., Mr. Taraknath Mukherjee, Chairman, 
District Board, Hughli, Kaviraj Kishorimohan Gupta 
M.A., Vyakaranatirtha, and many eminent men were 
present. The meeting was largely atteitded by all sec 
tions of local people. Tiie proceedings opened with 
a song of Raja Rammohun Roy. The President deli 
vered a nice speech dwelling on tlie life and activities 
of Raja Rammohun Roy. He pointed out with his 
charming eloquence that it was the Raja’s eclecticism, 
his study of comparative religion, his sincere faith in 
God, his religion founded on truth and knowledge, and, 
above all, his social reforms and political activities, that 
made him the Maker of Modern India. He was the 
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very giant of his age in personality, and iii fact he' 
was the pioneer in the uplifting of the “Harijans’\ and 
in all modern Indian thought and activities. 

A resolution was adopted requesting the Rammohun 
Memorial Committee to find out ways and means to 
have the Memorial Building soon completed at Radha- 
nagar, where the boy Rammohun lived, moved, and had 
his existence, and to make it the centre of all activities 
for local people . — (The Aiiirita Bazar Pafrika.) . 






